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Avalon Hill Philosophy Part 63 


Our apologies for the extreme lateness of the 
last issue. The availability of our new four color 
press which enabled us to go into a four color 
format in the first place was also the major 
villain behind the delay of the August issue. It 
takes awhile to get accustomed to any new press 
and this one proved no exception, resulting in a 3 
week delay in getting the magazine out We If 
redouble our efforts to get back on schedule with 
this and following issues. 

Progress often is accompanied by minor 
inconveniences for a few. in this case, it has 
brought about the technical end of a 14 year 
tradition for the GENERAL . . that of the free 
opponents wanted ad. The combination of 
increasing circulation and inclusion of the want 
ad form on an insert rather than as a part of the 
magazine itself has resulted in a response 
bigger than our poor backcover can handle To 
reduce the amount of trivial adverts submitted 
by those who do so just to use the form, rather 
than due to any real need, we are immediately 
implementing a token charge for the service. 
Henceforth, no opponents wanted ad will be 
accepted unless accompanied by a 250 token 
fee. For sale, trade, or wanted to buy ads will cost 
$1,00, The money is, of course, secondary to the 
primary purpose of weeding out insincere ads 
The cost to typeset these messages is far more 
than any mere quarter can begin to offset. As 
before, we retain the right to edit or discard 
inappropriate ads. Ad purchases will not be 
subject to refund. 

We have more or less finalized our publishing 
schedule for the coming year The titles below 
should round out our offerings up to and 
including ORIGINS IV. Ail the titles discussed 
below are scheduled for release next July 

The BISMARCK project, after a stormy 
course, is finally sailing towards completion 
under the guidance of that inveterate globetrott¬ 
ing political analyst Jack Greene. BISMARCK is 
really three games in one, covering the breakout 
and pursuit of the German battleship Bismarck 
and heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen in May of 1941. 
Originally published in the early 1 960's, this is 
an intensive redesign of the same game. The 
basic version is the original game with some 
additional scenarios, air rules, changed order of 
appearance, and other refinements. Played with 
a screen separating two identical search boards, 
it should take anywhere from 30-90 minutes to 
play and is an ideal 'Beer & Pretzels r game, 
with the added advantage that it should be quite 
good at introducing a new player to the Hobby as 
well. 

The Intermediate Game is an upgunned 
version of the Sasic Game with a wider scope for 
tactical play, ammunition, off board movement, 
Ultra, additional air rules, weather effects, and 
more. Two players (or three if one plays with the 
De Gaulle Free French scenario) should have a 
great deal of enjoyment as well as getting a feel 
for operations in the North Atlantic. 

The Advanced Game goes all the way with 
rules for shadowing fas well as breaking 
shadowing contacts), accurate movement rates, 
crew fatigue, major breakdowns at sea, towing, 
increased daylight in the northern latitudes, 
destroyers, fuel, submarines, and the chance to 
repair battle damage at sea. Going hand in hand 
with this is an Advanced Tactical Game played 
on any 3 r x 3 r playing surface a la JUTLAND. 


Rules cover damage to the Main Fire Control 
Director, Plot, Rudder, turrets, superstructure, 
hull, secondary, as well as rules for angle of 
shot, range, armor penetration (broken into 2" 
increments), and much more. BISMARCK will 
allow one to pit many might have beens against 
each other including the TIRPITZ, GRAf 
ZEPPELIN , SCHEER, NORTH CAROLINA, 
DUNKERQUE , etc. 

BISMARCK wifi be developed by the capable 
Mick Uhl and should be ready for ORIGINS '78. 
Those who are familiar with Jack's reviews of 
other people s games may be assured that he 
promises BISMARCK will be accurate in its 
history {British authorities Andrew Smith and 
Nathan Okun have contributed greatly to the 
historical research), and well pfaytested. The 
Basic Game has been piaytested on four 
continents! It has been purposely designed to be 
as flexible as possible so as to allowthe player to 
select the type game he wants to play, What s 
more important the victims of Jack s prior 
reviews may now smack their collective lips and 
check their ink supply in anticipation of sweet 
revenge. 

TRIREME will be a tacticaI leveI game of naval 
war in ancient times, when the Mediterranean 
Sea was the center of the known world. The 
piayers control individual multi-hex galleys and 
triremes, maneuvering them as they sail and 
row into position, then ram and melee to win the 
naval battles that determined the fate of 
civilizations. 

Individual triremes and galleys are 
represented in detail, with each section of each 
multi-hex counter loaded down with the proper 
soldier groups, archers and war engines. 
Combat is a matter of maneuvering and ram¬ 
ming in the midst of vast floating melees, with 
archers and special engines adding com¬ 
plications. 

Each player can handle up to ten vessels 
easily, but the game system is simpieenough so 
that players can add more if they wish. With a 
few vessels the piayers can accurately re-enact 
sections of the great naval battles between 
Persia, Greece, Rome, Carthage and others—or 
they can combine games to recreate whole 
battles with hundreds of triremes, TRIREME, 
designed by Richard Hamblen, will be exciting 
either as a two-player, solitaire, or multi-player 
game in much the same mold as WOODEN 
SHIPS & IRON MEN. 

TALES OF THE OLD WEST is a role playing 
board game of life and conflict in a typical town 
of the American frontier. For players who like a 
straight and simple show down, there are fast 
and clean rules for gun battles, knife fights, and 
even bar room brawls. But the flavor and code of 
the old west is also captured as the various 
drifters, townsfolk, farmers, and troublemakers 
move through the dusty streets, each with his 
own purposes, ambitions, and grudges. 

The players can "be" any of the tough 
characters of the old west, and the game's 
isomorphic boards can be rearranged to form 
any kind of settlement, from an isolated camp to 
a staid, sedate town. 

Continued on Pg, 32. Coi I 
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THE ARAB-ISRAELI WARS 





By Seth Carus 

Organization 

Accurate organizational information for the 
armies of the Middle East is difficult to obtain. 
Security restrictions prevent official sources from 
providing information and journalistic accounts 
are usually inaccurate and misleading. Only the 
analysis of battles consistently provides accurate 
information on the organization of the combat¬ 
ants, This analysis requires a detail and precision 
rarely found in either official or journalistic 
accounts. Even when it is possible to discern an 
organizational pattern, the relatively small size of 
the armies involved insures the existence of 
numerous modifications of ‘'normal" tables of 
organization. While the data provided is as 
accurate as possible, ‘educated guesses* were often 
made, which may or may not be correct, 

Israel 

1956: At this early date, virtually all field units 
were infantry formations. Of the 15 brigades 
mobilized during the Sinai Campaign, eleven were 
infantry brigades. Of the other units, one was a 
paralroop unit and the remaining three were 
armored brigades. The predominance of infantry 
units was a result of doctrinal circumstance. 
Israel’s top military leaders were all infantry 
officers, with little idea of the utilization and 
effectiveness of tanks. Nor was it easy to obtain 
armored equipment; all tanks and halftracks had 
to be bought from abroad. With limited financial 
resources, Israel usually could only afford surplus 
World War Two equipment. Even this was often 
difficult to obtain: all the parties to the 1948 war 
were subject to an arms embargo imposed by the 
major arms suppliers. Only after French officials 
agreed to aid Israel was it possible for them to 
obtain sizeable numbers of tanks; French AMX- 
13s and war-surplus Shermans. Starting in 1954, 
this permitted Israel to expand the number of 
armored brigades from one to three. 

Each infantry brigade was organized into three 
infantry battalions, a scout company, and head¬ 
quarters and support units. Every infantry brigade 


also had one or more additional combat units 
attached. AH possessed at least one artillery 
battalion (always with 120mm mortars), possibly 
supported by field artillery battalions equipped 
with British 25 pounders or French I55mm 
howitzers. Attached to the five infantry brigades 
deployed in the Sinai were tank companies, 
additional infantry battalions detached from 
other brigades, engineer battalions, an anti-tank 
unit, and several companies of NAHAL. The 
NAHAL are special troops manning strategically 
sited settlements in peacetime that act as elite 
infantry or scouts in wartime. 

None of the armored brigades had exactly the 
same organization. Basically, two different forma¬ 
tions were used: The 7th Armored Brigade had 
two armored battalions (one with Shermans, the 
other with AMX-IJs)* two infantry battalions 
(one mounted in halftracks, the other in trucks), a 
field artillery battalion, as we 11 as headquarters 
and support units. The 37th Brigade was similarly 
organized, except that it only had a company of 
thirteen AMX-13s t not a battalion. In contrast, 
the 27th Brigade had only four armored compan¬ 
ies, organized into three “armored battalion 
combat teams" and a battalion of motorized 
infantry. The ‘'armored battalion combat teams" 
were composed of a tank company, a company of 
ha I ft rack-mounted infantry, a reconnaissance unit 


mounted on jeeps, engineers, and a unit of self- 
propelled artillery. The brigade's four armored 
companies (with only about 50 tanks) used tanks 
of three different types (AMX-13s, Sherman Mk. 
SOs, and Sherman Mk. 5Is). Before entering 
combat in the 1956 war, the brigade was severely 
weakened by the loss of half its tanks: one 
“armored battalion combal team" (with Sherman 
Mk. 30s) and a Sherman Mk . 51 company were 
attached to other brigades. Thus this “armored" 
brigade went into combat with only 25-30 tanks. 
While the “armored battalion combat teams” 
constituted well-balance combined arms units, 
with armor, infantry, and artillery, they possessed 
limited combat capabilities. With an effective 
strength of only two companies, they were so weak 
that the brigade's sole infantry battalion was 
responsible for its success. The armored units were 
able to accomplish little. Only in the pursuit that 
followed the heavy fighting around Rafa did they 
make a major contribution. With only limited 
combat power, the organization of these “armored 
battalion combat teams" was too complex for the 
inexperienced Israeli commanders. 

In the field, differences between the organiza¬ 
tion of the 7th and 27th Brigades were not as great 
as it might appear from the above discussion. 
Before entering combal, the commander of the 7th 
Brigade reorganized his battalions into three 
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4th Infantry Brigade; An efficient infantry organiza¬ 
tion unsuited for desert operations, Limited desert 
experience in 1948 gave Israeli military planners little 
understanding of the weaknessess of infantry in the 
desert. The result was a heavy reliance upon infantry 
which was only marginally useful in the actual fighting. 
This brigade possessed the only battalion-sized unit of 
anti-tank artillery deployed by Israel in the Sinai. 
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27th Armored Brigade: An abortive attempt at 
creating balanced combined arms teams at the 
battalion level Each ot the brigade's "armored 
battalion combat teams" was a self-contained unit with 
tanks, mechanized infantry, scouts, and artillery. With 
only two combat companies, the teams were slightly 
weaker than normal battalions. With the same number 
of mechanized infantry and motorized infantry com¬ 
panies as in the stronger 7th Armored Brigade, the 27th 
had only four companies of tanks—two less than in the 
7th Brigade, Diversion of one of the "armored battalion 
combat teams" and the extra snerm^n company 
before Ihe start of hostilities cut the number of tanks in 
half, effectively reducing this armored brigade to a 
motorized infantry unit. 


7th Armored Brigade: Largely responsible lor Israel s 
success in the Sinai. Prior to entering combat the 
brigade’s tank and armored infantry battalions were 
reorganized into three combat teams, each wilh two 
tank companies and an armored infantry company, 
these teams, with twice the number of tanks in the 27th 
Brigade's teams, proved highly successful. 
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combat teams, each with two tank companies and 
one in Ian try company. The major difference here 
was that the combat teams were field expedients 
organized or reorganized to meet temporary 
battlefield conditions. This flexibility seta pattern 
that has been followed ever since. 

The single paratroop brigade of 1956 (the 
202nd Brigade) was organized much like the 
infantry units. Attached to it were two companies 
of NAHAL, an A MX-13 company (of 13 tanks), 
and several battalions of artillery. 

1967: The composition of the army changed 
radically in the decade following the Sinai 
Campaign, The number of brigades was increased 
to twenty-one: nine armored, three mechanized, 
three paratroop, and six infantry. The increase in 
armored mechanized brigades was partly accom¬ 
plished hy the conversion of existing infantry 
brigades. The I Ot h Brigade f*H a reP), an i nfa ntry 
brigade in 1956, was mechanized in 1967. This 
conversion was accomplished by replacing one of 
Its infantry battalions with a tank battalion. This 
tank battalion was equivalent in strength to two 
normal tank battalions, indicating that eventually 
the brigade was intended to have two tank 
battalions. A number of the additional lank 
brigades and all the paratroop brigades were new 
units, formed after 1956. (The 202nd Paratroop 
Brigade was apparently broken up to create cadre 
for the formation of the new paratroop brigades). 

The organization of infantry and paratroop 
forces differed little from 1956, The 55th Para¬ 
troop Brigade is probably typical of such units. Its 
three battalions were each organized into three 
ride companies, a support company, and a 
headquarters unit. The support company 
possessed a platoon with 81 mm mortars, and at 
least one more platoon with medium machine- 
guns, The brigade also had a strong scout 
company provided with mechanized equipment. 

The infantry brigades were supported by tank 
companies as in the case of the 16th (“Jerusalem") 
Infantry Brigade which had a company of 18 
Sherman A 4k. 5h . Reportedly, all the infantry 
brigades were provided with similar armored 
units. 


The typical armored brigade, similar to the 
1956 organization of the 7th Brigade, was 
organized into two tank battalions (each with 36 
tanks), a mechanized infantry battalion, a mortar 
battalion (a dozen 120mm mortars mounted on 
halftracks), a scout company (mounted on jeeps 
and halftracks), and (possibly) an engineer 
company. Little effort was made to ensure that 
both tank battalions w r ere provided the same type 
of tanks. The benefits of providing tanks with 
differing capabilities were fell to offset logistical 
problems. One brigade had Sherman Mk, 51H Vs 
and AMX-/3s> another had Centurions and 
Patrons* yet a third had Centurions and Sher¬ 
mans, The four brigades with only one type ol 
tank were equipped with Centurions ot Shermans. 


The mechanized brigades were transitional 
units, coverted from infantry into armor. As such 
they seem to have had no standard organization. 
The I Oth Brigade C Rarer) is t he only mechanized 
unit about which much is known. Its single tank 
battalion possessed about 70 tanks, organized into 
five tank companies: four w f ith Shermans (each 
with 14 tanks) and one with Centurions (with a 
dozen tanks). The remainder of its forces 
comprised two halftrack-mounted infantry battal¬ 
ions, a scout company (with AML-90 armored 
cars), an engineer unit, and probably a 120mm 
mortar battalion. 

The other two mechanized brigades were 
considerably different. One, deployed along the 
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teth infantry Brigade: Responsible lor the defense of 
the city of Jerusalem, a tank company and as many as 
five second-line reserve battalions were attached to 
this unit Nominally a defensive formation, the second- 
line battalions made it possible for the brigade's firsl- 
ime battalions lo execute attacks into Jordanian 
territory. 
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55th Paratroop Brigade: Responsible in large part for 
the capture of Jerusalem. This unit was slated for a 
paratroop drop onto Et-Arish. but the rapid advance of 
the 7th Brigade made it unnecessary. Wilh the increase 
in tensions along the Jordanian border., it was 
transferred to Jerusalem. There it participated in some 
of the most intense fighting of the war. The paratroops, 
while air-transportable, are basically elite Infantry, 
capable of fighting in virtually any situation 
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7th Armored Brigade: This was the only armored 
brigade that was always maintained at full-strength 
(the others were reserve units mobi fized when needed) 
For this reason, it was stronger than the other brigades, 
with a total of about 100 tanks. Probably the most 
effective unit then in the Middle East, the 7th Brigade 
was largely responsible for the destruction of the 
Egyptian 7th Infantry Division within 24 hours after the 
start of hostilities, and was still able to spearhead the 
subsequent advance to the Suez Canal. 


Gaza Strip, bad an A MX-IS battalion. Many of 
its halftracks, however, were taken away and given 
to paratroop units, converting it into an infantry 
unit. The third mechanized unit was deployed in 
the north, and was formed just prior to the 1967 
war, 

***** 

1973; The size of Israeli ground forces increased 
only marginally after 1967, In 1973, 24 brigades 
were mobilized, only slightly greater than the 21 
mobilized in 1967. The porportion of armored 
units, however, increased significantly. All but 
four of the brigades mobilized in 1973 were 
armored. The non-armored brigades included 
three paratroop brigades and one infantry brigade 
(the 1st “Golanf Brigade). A variety of different 
considerations led to this increased reliance on 
armor. Armored units possess much greater 
combat power in the desert than comparably-sized 
infantry units. They also expose fewer soldiers to 
enemy fire, thus suffering fewer casualties. 
Finally, Israeli superiority over Arab forces was 
greatest in tank forces, so naturally they were 
stressed. 

Organizations in 1973 differed little from 1967, 
Those changes that were made generally repre¬ 
sented relatively small evolutionary developments 
of existing structures. The most important of the 
changes was the creation of combat divisions. 
Prior to 1973, brigades were grouped for specific 
operations during each war on a temporary basis, 
In 1956, tw r o ‘'Brigade Groups-'were formed in the 
Sinai. They possessed limited authority, with the 


higher command actually directing the actions of 
the brigades. To rectify this, a number of divisions 
were created on a temporary basis just beofre the 
start of the 1967 war. In addition to two or three 
infantry armored and mechanized brigades, 
assigned units included engineer, artillery, and 
reconnaissance battalions. The 1973 divisions, 
formed on a permanent basis after 1967. usually 
contained three armored brigades, a reconnais¬ 
sance battalion (with about 25 tanks), an artillery 
brigade {with 36 155mm self propelled howitzers 
and some anti-aircraft guns), probably an 
engineer unit, and service and support formations. 
On occasion infantry or paratroop units would be 
temporarily attached. 

On paper, the organization of the brigades 
differed little from 1967. The only significant 
change was the adoption of medium tanks to 
repiace the jeep-mounted 106mm recoillness rilles 
in armored birgade reconnaissance companies. 
The Israelis (like the Germans of World War II) 
believe that reconnaissance units should also he 
strong combat units, able to fight as well as scout. 
Experience during 1967 indicated that reconnais¬ 
sance units equipped only with jeeps and half¬ 
tracks were too weak, consequently suffering 
heavy casualties in combat. Therefore, tanks were 
added to the reconnaissance units. While this 
implies a loss of mobility, Israeli commanders 
believe that, effectively, greater mobility can be 
achieved with slower but better-protected vehi¬ 
cles. Experience in 1973 seems to support this 
belief. 


Many of the tank brigades lacked mortar 
battalions, severely hampering efforts against 
infantry. Some sources also claim that many 
brigades lacked infantry battalions. While this 
may possibly be correct, these reports probably 
originated due to the noticeable absence of 
mechanized infantry during the first days of the 
war. At the start of the war, limited road capacity 
restricted movement towards the battle areas to 
only the most important vehicles. This meant that 
tanks were usually sent to the front ahead of 
supporting infantry and artillery. On the whole, it 
is probable that all brigades had mechanized 
infantry units, but that they were not available all 
of the time. 

It appears that armored brigades usually 
deployed three tank battalions. This was probably 
achieved by rearranging all or the companies to 
give each battalion two tank companies and a 
mechanized infantry company. It is definitely 
known that the 7th Armored Brigade did 
something like this just before the start of 
hostilities. While mechanized infantry is often 
mentioned in battle accounts, there are no 
references to what can be identified as armored 
brigade mechanized infantry battalions. Finally.it 
is clearly evident that, in general. Israeli tank 
battalions rarely had more than about 25 tanks 
(about the strength of two companies). While it is 
uncertain that all Israeli tank battalions were 
reorganized in this fashion, available evidence 
does seem to support this theory. 
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BATTLE DEPLOYMENT 


Armored Brigade reorganized: ti 

brigade commanders often reorganized their units to 
provide three tank-equipped units. This was accom¬ 
plished by taking the six tank companies (in two 
battalions) and three armored infantry companies (in 
one battalion), and reorganizing them into three tank 
battalions, each with two tank companies and one 
armored infantry company. 


1973 Armored Division: About seven divisions of this 
type were deployed. These divisions were potent units: 
The majority of fighting in the Sinai was conducted by 
only three such divisions, divisions that never had 
more than 200 tanks after the first days of the war. The 
only weaknesses with the divisions were inadequate 
numbers of artillery and mortars, lack of infantry 
trained to fight on fool, and the use of obsolete 
halftracks to transport the armored infantry. 
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1973 Armored Brigade: A lank-heavy formation Well 
suited to desert conditions When provided with a 
mortar battalion, the brigade was satisfactory for most 
situations. Its only reaf weakness was the lack of any 
supporting infantry able to fight on foot (the armored 
infantry received no training in dismounted combat) 
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1st Egyptian Armored B rigade: The first Egyptian unit 
totally equipped with Soviet equipment. Battalion 
structures were Soviet, but the types and number ol 
battalions were, uniquely Egyptian. Not ready un¬ 
successful increasing Soviet influence resulted in 
abandoning this structure for a totally Soviet organiza- 
lion. 


r 


1956 Egyptian Intantry Brigade: A satisfactory 
organization relying upon British weapons and tactics. 
While not overly strong in anti-tank weapons, Israeli 
tank forces were too weak to pose a major threat. In 
1956, many Soviet weapons were integrated into the 
structure. The increased use of Soviet weapons and 
doctrines led Egypt to abandon this structure. 
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Post-1973: Israeli ground forces changed enor¬ 
mously after the 1973 war. Unfortunately, it is 
impossible to discover much about these changes. 
The size of the military has clearly increased with 
the creation of large numbers of new units. Large 
quantities of equipment have been obtained to 
replace old equipment* to supplement existing 
equipment, and to form new units. It is not vet 
possible to determine how the equipment and 
units have been integrated into 1973 structures. 
All that is known with any certainty is that a new 
level of field organization, the corps* has been 
added. The corps will assume operational control 
of field forces* directly under the control of the 
Chief of Staff, Previously, field units were 
controlled by Area Commands, The Area Com¬ 
mands, of which there are three, are 
geographically-based, each covering roughly a 
third of Israel proper, adding the occupied 
territories to their areas of responsibility* In 
addition to controlling field forces, they had been 
also responsible for extensive administrative 
tasks* Presumably* Israeli planners felt that Area 
commanders could not effectively conduct these 
administrative tasks and at the same time control 
field formations. Therefore* a new* intermediate* 
level of command was added to permit higher 
authorities to devote their attention more fully 
towards planning* logistics, and administration, 

Egypt 

1956: Egyptian ground forces were organized into 
five divisions (four infantry and one armored), 
supplemented by independent brigades and 
battalions. The lack of information on those units 
not in the Sinai makes it difficult to discern a 
pattern of divisional organizations. While two 
divisions were deployed in the Sinai (the 3rd 
Infantry and the 8th Palestinian), they were 
definitely atypical. I he 8th Division was a second- 
line unit of Palestinians with attached National 
Guard forces. The National Guard was Egypt's 
reserve force; limited training and poor equipment 
made it largely irrelevant. The organization of the 
3rd Division appears to have been non-existent: 
Containing roughly 20 battalion-sized units from 
seven different brigades haphazardly grouped 
together* this division was a command nightmare. 
Since the 3rd Division was responsible for the 
defense of the most important invasion routes 
along the Israeli border (Abu Agheila and EI- 
Arish), it is understandable that responses to 
Israeli attacks by this unit were uncoordinated and 
ineffectual. 

The typical Egyptian infantry brigade was 
organized into three or four rifle battalions* of 
approximately 700 men each, a battery of 25- 
pounder gun-howitzers (6 or 8 tubes)* and an anti¬ 
tank company with 17-pounders mounted on 
modified Valentine tanks (called "Archer by both 
the British and Egyptians). The rifle battalions 
were organized into a head quarters company, four 


rifle companies, and a support company. The 
support company was divided into a mortar 
platoon with 3-inch or 81mm mortars* an anti¬ 
tank platoon with British 6-pounder or Soviet 
57mm anti-tank guns* and a carrier platoon with 
25 Bren carriers* 

The only armored brigade (of the three in the 
Egyptian army) committed to Sinai was the 1st 
Armored Brigade of two tank battalions* a 
mechanized infantry battalion, a battalion of SU- 
100 assault guns, and an anti-aircraft battery. The 
brigade probably was equipped with about 70 T- 
34/85 tanks and 18 SU-WQ assault guns. The only 
other armored unit in the Sinai was the 3rd 
Armored Battalion* attached to the 3rd Infantry 
E>i vision, with 52 Shermans, including 12 
specially-modified versions mounting the turret of 
the A MX-13 light lank, 

1967: Beginning in 1958, the Egyptians began to 
adopt Soviet organizational patterns in an 
extensive way* replacing the British system 
previously used. Virtually all Egyptian battalion 
and brigade organizations w r ere copied from 
comparable Soviet units. This had at least one 
serious consequence for Egypt during the 1967 
fighting: a high proportion of tanks were allocated 
to the infantry divisions* since every infantry 
brigade was assigned a tank battalion. This meant 
that the five armored brigades had only about half 
of all Egyptian tanks deployed. For this reason* 


Egypt could never concentrate a large number of 
the available tanks, invariably allowing Israel to 
achieve local superiority in tanks. 

The Egyptians did not strictly follow Soviet 
divisional organizations* Organizational data on 
the Egyptian divisions is very confusing* and the 
only reliable data is for the 7th Infantry Division, 
which defended the coastal strip west of El-Arish. 
It is probably not completely typical or the other 
divisions, but since more data is available on this 
unit than any other, the examination of its 
o rga n iza t io n i s i n s t r uct ive, I he division h ad t h ree 
regular army brigades and a National Guard 
brigade. It was supported by two artillery 
brigades* each with 36 122mm guns. It is possible 
that each artillery brigade also contained a 
battalion of 12 multiple rocket launchers either the 
BM-24 (240mm) or the RM130 (130mm), Directly 
attached to the division were sixty tanks: a 
bat la linn of 30 Stalin tanks (probably including T 
JQs as well as JS-HIs), and about 30 immobile, 
dtig-in* Shermans used as static anti-tank guns. In 
addition, the 14th l ank Brigade* with 100 T-54sQ] r 
T-JJs, was available to support the division. 

The regular army brigades were organized like 
Soviet regiments. Each had three battalions of 
infantry* a tank battalion with 30 7*34/85 tanks* 
and a variety or support units* Little is actually 
known of the support units* but a reasoned 
conjecture can be made based on types of 
equipment captured and typical Soviet unit 
organizations: Each brigade probably had a 



7lh Egyptian Infantry Division: Defending the impor¬ 
tant coastaS road leading from Gaza to El-Arish. the7th 
Division was the larges! single Egyptian unit deployed 
in 1967. Fortified in a series of strong points along the 
road, the division had no mobile reserves (the 14th 
Armored Brigade assigned to this division was 
detached and sent south just prior to the war). 
Consequently, if was impossible to organize any 
counterattacks against the disorganized, weak Israeli 
tank groups that penetrated all’the way through the 
division (50 miles) twelve hours after hostilities 
started. These massive penetrations disorganized the 
division, leading to its total disintegration. About a 
quarter of its men were killed or wounded in intense 
fighting, and most o! the rest were captured. 
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19&7 Egyptian Armored Brigade; Another Soviet- 
style formation relying upon Soviet equipment. 
Theoretically potent units. Poor deployment, intensive 
air strikes, and inferior Soviet equipment, however, 
led to the complete destruction of ail five of Egypt's 
armored brigades. 


mortar baitery with six 120mm mortars, an anti* 
tank battery with 85mm anti-tank guns, an anti¬ 
aircraft unit, a scout company, and service and 
support troops. Some infantry brigades also had 
an anti-tank missile platoon equipped with the 
Schmet (better known by its Western code-names; 
A T -/. 'Snapper 1 )* Each of the brigade’s three 
infantry battalions were organized into three 
companies, supported by an anti-tank platoon 
(probably with 57mm anti-tank guns or 107mm 
recoilless guns), a mortar platoon with 82mm 
mortars, and an anti-aircraft battery with heavy 
machinegnns. Each infantry company probably 
had some 82mm recoilless anti-tank guns. 

The Egyptians stationed two armored divi¬ 
sions in the Sinai. One of these, the Shazli Force 
(named for and commanded by the general who 
led all Egyptian forces in 1973), consisted of only a 
single armored brigade, a motorized infantry 
brigade, and an artillery brigade. Its total tank 
strength was about 120. In contrast, the other 
armored division, the 4th Division, possessed two 
lank brigades, a motorized infantry brigade, an 
artillery brigade, plus a full complement of 
support units. Among the support units was an 
anti-aircraft battalion equipped with the ZSU-57- 
2, a self-propelled 57mm anti-aircraft weapon. 
With over 200 tanks, the 4th Armored Division 
was the most powerful offensive unit in the 
Egyptian Army. The tank brigades were organized 
into three tank battalions along with support 
units. Each of the tank battalions had about 30 
tanks (divided into three ten-tank com pa n ies), and 
the brigade had about 95 tanks (the tanks from the 
battalions plus a few assigned to other units), 

icirkir'k 

1973: The few' organizational changes made 
between 1967 and 1973 were aimed at strengthen¬ 
ing already existing structures. The most import¬ 
ant of these improvements was the introduction of 
a new command level, the Army; the Soviet- 
equivalent of the western corps. Egyptian ground 
forces were grouped into three armies: the Second 
and third directed operations along the Suez 
Canal; the First Army was simply a group of 
miscellaneous units commanded directly by the 
General Staff. The three armies commanded 
Egypt's ten divisions (two armored, three mechan¬ 
ized, and five infantry), numerous independent 
brigades (including about twelve independent 
artillery brigades, two tank brigades with T-62 
tanks, seven mechanized infantry brigades, and 
other units), and a variety of independent 
battalions (including 25 to 27 commando battali* 
ons). 

The organization of the armored divisions (the 
4th and 21st) differed little from that in l%7. The 
only important changes were in equipment, the 
Soviets having provided more modern systems. 
With about 230 T-55 tanks and at least 70 artillery 
pieces, the armored divisions were (on paper) well- 
organized, potent units. 

The mechanized division was a new formation, 
added after 1967. This type of unit was similar to 
the armored division, differing only in the 
proportion of tank and mechanized brigades. 
Instead of two tank brigades and one mechanized 


brigade, the mechanized division had two me¬ 
chanized brigades and one lank brigade. The 
mechanized brigades were organized like the l%7 
infantry brigades mounted on armored personnel 
carriers with more modern equipment. With 
about I5U tanks supported by BRDM-J Sagger 
carriers* the mechanized divisions could operate 
effectively in offensive and defensive situations. 

The 1973 infantry divisions were substantially 
different from the 1967 divisions, though organi¬ 
zation was only slightly changed. Unlike the 1967 
divisions* which had little effective ami-tank 
capability, the 1973 divisions were multi-arm anti¬ 
tank units equipped with every anti-tank weapon 
available: tanks, assault guns, anti-tank guns, 
anti-tank missiles, and anti-tank rocket launchers. 
Each division possessed tank battalions (totalling 
about 100 7-5.5 a) attached to the infantry brigades 
and an assault guns battalion of 18 SU-lOQ's 
attached to the division. Attached to each brigade 
was a battery of six 85mm anti-tank guns and to 
each battalion an anti-tank platoon with 107mm 
recoilless guns. Each infantry platoon (of which 
there would he about 80 in a division) is believed lo 
have contained an anti-tank squad with about a 
dozen men. In addition to a three-man section 
with one Sagger anti-tank missile launcher, the 
anti-tank squads were equipped with RPG-7 anti¬ 


tank rocket launchers. Probably 82 mm recoil less 
guns were a Iso assigned to these units, although no 
firm evidence supports this belief. Finally, each 
rifle squad contained one or two RPG-7 launch¬ 
ers, and all its riflemen could carry anti-tank 
grenades. The divisional engineer battalion could 
also support anti-tank operations by laying 
minefields. With at least 27(1 major and hundreds 
of smaller anti-tank weapons, the Egyptian 1973 
infantry division was the most effective anti-tank 
formation ever deployed. 

The 1973 infantry divisions represented an 
Egyptian solution to the threat posed by Israeli 
tank forces. Recognizing that their tankers could 
not hope to equal their Israeli counterparts, the 
Egyptians needed another method of effectively 
countering Israeli tanks. To accomplish this, the 
Egyptians made use of their strongest asset: the 
ability of their infantry to defend fortified or static 
positions, in every war fought against Israel, 
Egyptian infantry had fought effectively from 
fortified positions, often against overwhelming 
odds. The classic ca.se was the defense of Giradi, in 
1967, which had to be retaken several times by 
Israeli troops. The excellent performance of the 
Egyptian infantry in 1973 confirmed these expec¬ 
tations. 
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1967 Egyptian Infantry Brigade: A Soviet-Style 
organization, totally equipped with Russian equip¬ 
ment, this type of unit was poorly suited lo face Israeli 
tank units. With only marginally more anti-tank 
capability than the 1956 brigade and lacking the 
mobility that the Archers and Bren carriers gave the 
earlier unit, this formation was a failure. Its equipment 
was insufficient to deal with the more powerful Israeli 
tank forces. Combined with poor training and bad 
doctrine. She result was total disaster, 
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1973 Egyplian Infantry Brigade: Based on Soviet 
organizations with important Egyptian modi fie aliens. 
The most important was the addition of the platoon- 
level anti-tank sections. These sections appear to have 
been formed around three-men Sagger teams (each 
with a gunner, assistant gunner, and an flPG-eqnipped 
Infantryman). The remaining men in the section were 
equipped with the RPG-7. except mail likelihood some 
manning an 82mm Q-io recoilless gun. The addition of 
these sections transformed the infantry brigades into 
tank destroying formations, retying upon virtually 
every available anti-tank weapon in the Soviet arsenal. 
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1973 Egyptian Infantry Division: The back bone of the 
Egyptian Army In addition to the organic armored 
vehicles, tank brigades taken from tank or mechanized 
divisions were also attached, It seems likely that a 
separate tank battalion was attached at the division 
level, in addition to those in the brigades, hut this is not 
certain. Nor is it certain how the SU 100s were 
attached: either in companies of 6 attached to the 
brigades or in a battalion of 18 attached to thedivlsion. 
Nothing is known of the reconnaissance battalion, it is 
likely that the engineer battalion contained mine-Jto lay 
and clear) and amphibious- special purpose vehicles, 


1973 Egyptian Tank Division: A large, well-organized 
unit. The superiority of Israeli tanks and tank units 
limited Egy ptian tank and mechanized units to support 
of the infantry divisions. Attempts to use the tank 
division offensively ended in complete defeat, making 
possible the successful Israeli canal crossing. The 
remnants were destroyed in ferocious counterattacks 
against the Israeli corridor io ihe canal crossing site. 
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1973 Egyptian Mechanized Brigade: Hardly more 
successful than the tank division, the mechanized 
brigades were best used in support of the foot infamry 
(inlact their BRDM- i Sagger carriers were attached 
to the foot infantry brigades at the start of the war). 
Attem pis to use them offensively ended in disaster. The 
main problem was not equipment, training, or morale: 
all were of high quality. The problem began with their 
employment. Most Israeli forces in the Sinai were tank 
units, Attempts to make Soviet-style mechanized 
infantry attacks against Ihe Israeli lank units were 
futile. 


Post-1973: No substantial changes in unit organi¬ 
zation have been made since the 1973 war. The 
only change of significance has been the conver¬ 
sion of the armored division tank brigades from 
the T-55 to the more modern 7-62. Besides this, 
most units retain the same organization and 
equipment used in the 1973 war. 

Jordan 

Through 1970* the Jordanians copied British 
organization, although shortages of manpower 
and equipment often made .Jordanian units 
smaller than their British models. The 1967 
organization of the 27th Infantry Brigade (sta¬ 
tioned in Jerusalem) was probably typical of the 
six other infantry brigades lidded during that war: 
three infantry battalions (each of about 500 men), 
a mortar company with 120mm mortars, and 
probably reconnaissance, anti-tank, and support 
units. The 27ih also had an attached engineer 
company, but it seems unlikely that all the infantry 
brigades had engineers. A battalion ofeighieen 25- 
pounder gun-howitzers was attached to the 
brigade, Ji is likely that all Jordanian brigades 
were supported by attached artillery battalions of 
comparable size. Each of the brigade's infantry 
battalions was organized into three rifle compan¬ 
ies, supported by a weapons company equipped 
with 3-inch mortars and jeep-mounted 106mm 
recoilless rifles. 

The two armored brigades deployed in 1967 
(the 40th and 60th) were identically organized. 
Each had two tank battalions with 44 M-48 tanks, 
a mechanized infantry battalion mounted in \f- 
//i armored personnel carriers, and an artillery 
battalion with 12 to 18 AM2 105mm self- 
propelled howitzers. 

Alter 1967, the brigades were grouped into 
divisions. With the creation of a number of new 
brigades, it was possible to fill-out five divisions. 
Beginning in 1973, in the midst of the expansion 
program, plans were laid to mechanize all infantry 
units. Press reports indicate that by mid-1976ihe 
Jordanians completed a reorganization providing 


for three armored divisions (an increase of one 
over pre-1973 plans) and two mechaniz_ed divi¬ 
sions, Brigade strength now totals 16 (including an 
independent infantry brigade). With an estimated 
six tank brigades (each with about 90 Pattons or 


Centurions), nine mechanized brigades (probably 
with no tanks, but provided with anti-tank 
missiles), and one infantry brigade, Jordanian 
ground forces are considerably stronger than 
during the 1967 or 1973 wars. 
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1967 Jordanian infantry Brigade: Another British 
influenced organization. With no real organizational 
defects, the 27th Brigade and its six similar infantry 
brigades still had tittle chance in the 1967 fighting 
Equipped with boil-action rifles, the infantry generated 
far less fire-power than the opposing Israeli units 
[equipped with automatic rifles ant) subrnachineguns), 
With little real anti-tank capability, ihe unit could not 
fight Israeli tank and mechanized forces. Finally, the 
limited strength of the Jordanian Army forced the 
Jordanians to extend brigades over large areas. The 
27th. assigned to defend Jerusalem, was attacked by 
three Israeli brigades. Individually, each of the Israeli 
brigades was as strong as the 27th, Expected support 
from nearby units failed to materialize, a result of 
brutal airsirikes and the activity of Israeli armor 
Against such odds, the 27th did as well as any unit 
could have, before the predictable conclusion. 


Jordanian 40ih Armored Brigade: A powerful unit; 3S 
strong as any opposing Israeli formation After some 
successful fights, the unit was destroyed due to Israeli 
airsirikes and poor logistics; most of ihe tanks simply 
ran out of gas. 
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1973 Syrian Infantry Division: Directly derived from 
the Soviet Motorized Rifle Division. Weak in armored 
personnel carriers, the division could field only one 
weak mechanized brigade. This meant that the two foot 
infantry brigades had to be lelt behind during the 
advance into the Golan Heights in the first days of the 
war. In consequence, a targe portion of the strength of 
the division never contributed to the fighting until 
counterattacking Israeli forces appeared. 


Syria 

Little information is available on the organiza¬ 
tion or the 1967 Syrian ground forces* All that is 
really known is that the infantry brigades contain¬ 
ed a battalion of T-34/85 tanks. Presumably 
Syrian units were organized like Egyptian units 
(which, of course, means like Soviet units). 
Unfortunately* there is too little data available to 
permit any degree of reliability to be attached to 
such a guess. 

In 1973, the Syrian Army was organized into 
units similar to those deployed by the Egyptians, 
hut with a number of significant differences* First. 


Of necessity, much of the information used in 
designing the game is- not ‘authoritative’, 1 or 
PANZER BLITZ and PANZERLEADER, of¬ 
ficial material was easily available. For A PAR¬ 
ISH A fill WARS , much important, up-to-date 
material of a similar nature had eg be guessed at. 
Hopefully, these informed guesses (based on best 
available information) are correct (or, at least, 
reasonably so), but it is possible that some of the 
information could be wildly erratic. For this 
reason, it is best to be cautious when dealing with 
the data presented herein, (The same is true of any 
material concerning the Middle East: even 
supposedly “authoritative official" sources ean- 
and do-spout utter nonsense on this subject). 
Note: some of the information presented here 
contradicts supposedly "authoritative 1 sources. In 
such cases the designer’s data is based upon best 
available information. In other words, those 
“authoritative" sources arc, quite simply, wrong, 
A large amount of basic research went into this 
game, covering several years of intensive work. 
During this time, all possible sources available to 
the designer were compared and analyzed. 
Through such critical analysis, it was often 
possible to discover much of Interest which was 
not readily apparent. It is likely that more than a 
thousand hours of research, interviews, and 
analysis was devoted to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Not all of the information was directly useful, but 
it ail ensured that the presentation Was as factually 
accurate as humanly possible. 

During the designer's research on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, several hundred different works 
were consulted, ranging from newspapers and 
periodicals to books, hearings before Con¬ 
gressional committees and Department of Army 
publications. Most of these sources added only 
small bits oJ information that needed to be pieced 
together to form a relatively complete picture. 

For this reason the bibliography is limited only 
to those items of general interest giving the gamer 
a broad understanding of the military side of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 


the Syrian infantry units did not have the anti¬ 
tank sections added to the infantry platoons of 
Egyptian units. This considerably weakened their 
anti-tank capabilities. The Syrian infantry 
divisions were similar to their Egyptian counter¬ 
parts, with three major exceptions. First, the 
Syrian infantry divisions contained two infantry 
brigades, one mechanized brigade, and a tank 
brigade. Second, the Syrian units did not contain 
the extra tank battalion probably attached to 
Egyptian infantry divisions. Third, the organiza¬ 
tion of the Syrian mechanized hrigades probably 
differed from Egyptian structures. Instead of 
containing three mechanized battalions, the 
Syrian mechanized brigades only had two. While 


The best general work on the subject is 
probably THE ISRAELI ARMY by Dan 
Horowitz and Edward Luttwak, It provides a 
broad, balanced perspective of the full period, 
covering many subjects ignored by other writers. 
It also provides concise accounts of many of the 
important battles. There arc three works useful for 
ihe 1956 war. The first is an article by Bernard Fall 
in the July, 1957 issue of the Military Review , 
While this might he difficult to obtain, it is an 
excellent military history, written under difficult 
circumstances, and makes a good supplement for 
the second work. The second is Moshe Dayan’s 
DIARY OF THE SINAI CAMPAIGN. Tins 
book is one of ihe best military histories ever 
written: concise, accurate and with little bias, it 
provides a compelling picture of how the conflict 
unfolded to the view of the man commanding the 
Israeli Army. A third work, less useful than the 
other two, but still of some value, is S.L.A. 
Marshall’s SINAI CAMPAIGN. 

There arc few useful works on the 1967 war. 
The best ol a poor lot is THE THIRD A PAR¬ 
ISH A ELI WAR by Edgar O'Ballance. While 
generally comprehensive, the author makes a 
number of gross factual errors. Only two other 
works arc worth mentioning, primarily because of 
the balanced perspective they give of one facet of 
the war. These are Abdullah Schliefer’s THE 
FALL OF JERUSALEM (one of the few 
satisfactory military histories of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict written by an Arab author available in 
English) and Abraham Rabinovich’s excellent 
THE BATTLE FOR JERUSALEM , Both 
contain lots of good data and complement each 
other in a very satisfactory way. 

For the 1973 war the best single work is Chaim 
Herzog’s THE WAR OF ATONEMENT, An 
excellent book, it is marred by a number of 
irritating errors. Best ignored is the mediocre, 
unreliable and ali-too-eommon THE YQM 
KIP PVR WAR by the Sunday Times Ensighi 
Team. 


this reduced the fighting power of the units, it also 
made them easier to command—no small con¬ 
sideration for a country with few experienced 
senior officers. Similarly organized mechanized 
brigades were found in the two tank divisions. 

The Syrians had one singularly unique forma¬ 
tion. They had an anti-tank battalion, made up of 
three companies of BRDM Sagger carriers and 
two companies of 107mm recoilless guns 
(probably 27 RRDMs and 18 107mm guns). Such 
an organization makes good sense: the Saggers Ate, 
effective from 500 to 3000 meters; the recoilless 
guns are effective from 0 to 1000 meters. Thus the 
‘dead zone' of the Saggers is covered by the 
recoilless guns, 


RUSSIAN 
CAMPAIGN 
PBM KIT 

In response to many requests for it. we've gone 
ahead and done another PBM Kit after stating 
numerous times: “never again". RUSSIAN CAM¬ 
PAIGN is a good medium for postal play though 
and is perhaps our best game for pbm. The 
combination of double impulse moves and the 
relatively small number of turns makes it a delight to 
play by mail. 

Each kit comes with full instructions for both 
pbm in general and RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN in 
particular. A kit includes 4 pads—two each for 
Russian and German moves, and includes 
everything necessary to record movement, combat, 
and retreats plus special functions like rail move¬ 
ment. sea movement, weather and replacements, A 
complete kit sells for $6.00 plus postage. A half kit 
with only two pads costs S3.00 plus postage. 
Maryland residents please add 5% sales tax. 


THE GENERAL 
BINDERS 

These binders are ruggedly constructed in 
attractive red leather finish vinyl, with gold 
embossed logos of the THE GENERAL and the 
Avalon Hill Game Company located on the front 
and spine. Each binder measures 9" x I2 v x l-%"and 
holds twelve (12) copies of THE GENERA jL 
Spring-steel retaining wires hold the issues firmly in 
place, yet your magazines are not damaged in any 
way, and can easily be removed from the binder at 
your desire. The hinders are available from Avalon 
Hill for $5 plus 75c postage. Maryland residents 
please add 5% state sales tax* 
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THE ARAB-ISRAELI WARS 

UNIT COMPOSITION CHARTS 


This chart gives the players an idea of the 
organization and composition of the unit counters. 
Most counters represent actual TQ&E organisa¬ 
tion, The main exceptions are the tank units. For the 
Egyptian Army, a company consists of ten tanks, a 
platoon contains three tanks. Three istoosmalland 
ten is too large for our gaming purposes. Much the 
same is true of the Israeli units. For this reason, the 
standard PANZER BLITZ j PANZER LEADER 
tank counter size was adopted (five tanks per unit 
counter) which yielded great benefits from the 
standpoint of ‘overall simulation 1 results. 

Most of the equipment used by both sides came 
from outside arms suppliers (usually the Soviet 
Union and United States, sometimes Great Britain 
or France). This meant that all of the wars were 
fought with only those weapons available at the 
start. Another consequence of this dependence on 
outside supply was that often both sides had the 
same equipment. British equipment was used by 
Egypt, Iraq, Israel, and Jordan; American equip¬ 


ment by Israel and Jordan, Through captures, 
Israeli troops often used the same equipment as 
Egyptians, Iraqis, and Syrians, In short, the 
following chart represents an overview of the 
weapons of the world as applied to the Middle East: 

FOB UNIT DESCRIPTION 


MK 

Mark 

MM 

Millimeters 

MMG 

Medium machinegun 

RG 

Recoifiess gun 

ROF 

Rate-of-fire 

RPM 

Rounds-per-minute 

RR 

Recoitless rifle 

SMG 

Submachinegun 

WWIi 

World War Two 


ABBREVIATIONS— 



AA 

Anti-aircraft 

COUNTRY ABBREVIATION 

APC 

Armored personnel carrier 



AR 

Automatic rifle 

CZ 

Czechoslovakia 

AT 

Anti-tank 

EG 

Egypt 

ATG 

anti-tank gun 

FR 

France 

AVLB 

Armored vehicle launched bridge 

ES 

Israel 

HMG 

Heavy macfimegun 

IT 

Italy 

KG 

Kilogram (2.2 pounds) 

JN 

Jordan 

KM 

Kilometer (0.62 miles) 

PO 

Poland 

KPH 

Kilo met ers- pe r~h ou r 

SU 

Soviet Union 

LMG 

Light machinegun 

SY 

Syria 

M 

Meters 

UK 

United Kingdom 

MG 

Machinegun 

US 

Uniled States 


ISRAEL 

INFANTRY AND NON-VEHICULAR UNITS 


NAME 

COMPOSITION 

COMMENTS 

Infantry 

25-35 men, several LMG, 

20-30 AR and SMG, 82mm 
M&tot bazooka or LAW 

AT rockets. 

The composition and equipment of Israeli infantry and paratroop units have changed 
considerably over the period 1956-1973. Initially, most infantry was equipped with rifles 
and SMG's. By 1967, most had a mix of SMG and AR (the exact proportions varying from 
unit to unit, depending on preference and need). Since 1973, all units are equipped with AR. 

Machinegun 

about 20 men, about 6 

MG,SMG. 

Attached to weapons companies in many infantry and paratroop units (it is not known if 
such units were ever attached to the armored infantry units), It is probable that with 
increasing use of ARs, these units have now been eliminated. 

81 mm mortar 

6 81 mm mortars, about 

30 men. 

Israeli-produced mortars with a range of over 4600 meters and a maximum ROF of 20 
rounds per minute. There is another version, probably for paratroop use, with a range of 
only 4000 meters. 

Engineer 

About 30 men, with 
engineering and infantry 
weapons. About 30 men, 
with SMG. 

Equipment probably varies considerably, but can include Israeli-produced LTH flamethrowers 
(weighing about 20 kg, with a range of 40 m), bangalores, and Israeli-produced rockets for 
attacking fortifications. 

Pontoon Engineer 

About 30 men, with SMG. 

Special units put together after 1967 to use the bridging equipment to be used to cross the 
Suez Canal. 


Cobra About 10 15 men, 3 Cobra Equipment obtained from West Germany as part of some arms deals transacted in the early 

launch units, 6 Cobra AT 1960s. The Cobra, with an effective range of 400 to 2000 meters can penetrate up to 500mm 

missiles. of armor plate. This 1 0 kg missile requires 23.5 seconds to reach maximum range. There is no 

real proof that this system has ever been used by Israel in combat, though Arab sources have 
claimed that Israel used some kind of AT missile in the early fighting during the 1973 war 
(which would mean either the SS-71 or the Cobra). 

VEHICULAR AND AIRCRAFT UNITS 


NAME 

COMPOSITION 

WEIGHT 

(TONS) 

SPEED 

(KPH) 

RANGE 

(KM) 

CREW 

MG 

ORIGIN 

USE 

COMMENTS 

M3 

3 M3 halftracks, 

3 MG, 6 crew 

9.1 

70 

320 

2/11 

1 


IS 

Some also used by Egypt, A 
WWIi-vintage vehicle still 
used because of its economy 
and availability. 

M-113A1 

2M-113A1 APCs. 

10,9 

70 

490 

2/10 

2 

US 

IS 

M-113A1 also used by Jordan 


6 MG, 9 crew (since 1 973), Saudia Arabia 

(ordered 1975), and Kuwait 
(ordered 1 976), 
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Trucks 

2-6 five-ton 
trucks 



— 



•** 

IS 

Israel uses a variety of Western 

St captured Soviet vehicles. 

Scout 

Jeep 

4 jeeps, 4 MG, 

12 crew 

1.5 

90 

280 

3 

1 

— 

IS 

Extensively used in 1956 and 

1967. Still used for security 
operations. 

106mm 

RR 

4 jeep-mounted 
106mm RR, 

12 crew 

1.5 

90 

2S0 

3 

0 

US/IS 

IS 

Many 106mm RR's license- 
built in Israel. Effective 
range: 1 IGOm, ROF: 5 

Armored 

infantry 

4M 773A7 

APCs, 20 MG, 

4-2" (52mm) 
mortars, about 

30 men 

10.9 

70 

490 

8? 

5 

US 

IS 

Each ARC mounts 1-.50 cal 

HMG, 2 .30 cal MMG f 2-.30 
cal LMG, and 1-52mm mortar. 

AMX-13 

5AMX-73 light 
tanks mounting 

75mm guns (32 
rounds each), 5 

MG, 15 crew 

15 

60 

340 

3 

1 

FR 

IS 

EG 

This light tank mounts a 

75mm high velocity gun equal 
jn power to that mounted on 
the German WW! 1 Panther . 

120 mm 

Mortar 

6 120mm mortars 
mounted on M-3 
halftracks, about 

40 men 

9 

70 

320 

7 

- 

)S 

IS 

Israeli-produced version of 

Finnish weapon. Range: 

6200mm, ROF: 10. 

TOW/M* 

113 A1 

4 TOW anti-tank 
missile launchers 
mounted on 

M173A 7 APC's, 
about 35 TOW 
missiles, 12 crew 

10.9 

70 

490 

3 


US 

IS 

Jordan, Kuwait, and Saudia 

Arabia also obtained TOW 
after 1973. 

SS11/M3 

4 SS-1 7 anti-tank 
missile launchers 
mounted on M3 
halftracks, 12 

crew 

9 

70 

320 

3 


FR 

IS 

SS-7 7 also used by Saudia 

Arabia. 

90MM 

6 90mm AT guns 
mounted on M3 
halftracks (50 
founds each), 
about 30 men 

9 

70 

320 

5 


FR 

IS 

Local modification using 

French guns. 

Sherman 50 

5 Sherman Mk. SO 
tanks mounting 

76mm guns (about 

75 rounds each), 

10 15MG, 2025 
crew. 

32? 

40? 

160 

4-5 

2-3 


IS 

Israeli modification of 

Shermans obtained without 
effective armament. The 76mm 
guns were taken fromM-70's. 
Introduced prior to the 1956 
war. 

Sherman 51 

5 Sherman Mk. 57 
tanks mounting 75 
mm guns (about 75 
rounds each), 10 

MG, 20 crew 

32? 

40? 

160 

4 

2 

FR/JS 

IS 

Also called Super Sherman. 

France supplied 100 just 
before the start of the 1956 
war, supplemented by others 
made in Israel prior to 1967, 

Sherman 

51 HV 

5 Sherman Mk. 

57HV tanks 
mounting 105 mm 
guns 

37 

44 

240 

4 

2 

IS 

IS 

Uses modified French 105mm 
medium velocity gun. Intro¬ 
duced in about 1965 and used 
until 1975. A highly efficient 
modification. 

M-4SA5 

5 M-48A5 Patton 
tanks mourning 
105mrn guns 
(about 60 rounds 
each), 10 MG, 20 
crew 

47.5 

50 

450 

4 

2 

IS 

IS 

Obtained from West Germany, 
the U.S, and Jordan (captured). 
Modified by replacing 90mm 
gun with the British 105mm gun 
used on M60A 7 and Centurion. 
Also given a diesel engine (as used 


on the M-6QA 1). The U.S. began 
similar conversion program after 
1973, 
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M-60A1 

5 M-60A1 tanks 
mounting 

105mm guns 
(63 rounds 
each) 10 MG, 20 
crew 

46 

48 

500 

4 

2 

US 

IS 

Obtained in 1972, 180 available in 
1973, 300 more were bought after 
the fighting. Also used by Jordan 
(from 1974) and Saudi Arabia 
(ordered in 1975). RGF: lOrpm; 
Range effective out to 3500 merers. 

Centurion 

5 Centurion 

tanks, 

mounting 

105mm guns 
{66 rounds 
each), 10 MG, 

20 crew 

51 

35 

100 

4 

2 

UK 

IS 

Obtained in 1959, equipped with 20 
pdr. gun. 105mm guns were obtained 
later. While only 10 Centurions were 
lost in 1967, inferior mobility necessi¬ 
tated the development of Patturion r 

Of 1000 Centurions acquired, 180 
from the Netherlands, 25 captured 
from Jordan, and the rest from Britain 
R 0 F: 10 rp m. 

Patturion 

5 Patturion tanks 
mounting 105mm 
guns (66 rounds 
each), 10 MG, 20 
men. 

52 

43 

400 

4 

2 

fS 

IS 

Converted Centurions with the 
same diesel engine and transmission 
as used In the M-4SA5 and the 
M-60AL Israeli tankers call it the 
best tank in the Middle East, an 
ironic tribute to a tank replaced 
by the British starting in 1965 . , , 
RQF: iQrpm. 

Tl 67 

5 Tf-67 tanks 
mounting 105mm 
guns (about 40 
rounds each), 10 

MG r 20 men., 

36? 

50? 

480? 

4 

2 

IS 

IS 

Israeli conversion of T-54 and 
and T-55 tanks. Captured in 1967 
mounting same gun as in Patturion 
and M-60A 1 Some sources claim 

Israel replaced Russian engine with 
Western engine. 

motorized 

ferry 

several self-pro¬ 
pelled ferries. 

? 

7 

7 

7 

? 

IS? 

IS 

Able to carry medium tanks. Used 
in 1973 to cross Suez Canal until 
bridges available. 

M-60 AVLB 

several M-60 A VLB 
bridge layers. 

48 

50 

500 

2 

- 

us 

IS 

Israel also uses similar M 48 AVLB. 

Sherman 

flail 

several Sherman 
tanks modified to 
carry mine-clear¬ 
ing flails. 

32? 

40? 

160 

2 

4 


IS 

Probably Israeli-made. Used in 

1967 and 1973, 

20mmAA 

6 twin 20mmAAguns 
mounted on M3 half¬ 
tracks, about 40 men. 

9 

70 

320 

5 

- 

IS 

IS 

Guns made in Israel. Uses optical 
sighting system. 

TOW/M *11 3A1 

4 TOW anti-tank 
missile launchers 
mounted on M - 113A1 
APC's, about 35 TOW 
missiles, 12 crew. 

10,9 

70 

490 

3 

— 

US 

IS 

Jordon, Kuwait, and Saudia 

Arabia also obtained TOW after 

1973, 

SS11/M3 

4 SS- 7 7 antitank 
missile launchers 
mounted on M3 half¬ 
tracks, 1 2 crew. 

9 1 

70 

320 

3 

— 

FR 

1$ 

SS-1 1 also used by Saudi Arabia. 

HueyCobra 

Several AH-1 Huey¬ 
Cobra attack heli¬ 
copters. 

4 

350 

622 

2 

- 

US 

IS 

Obtained in 1976. Can carry up to 

6 TOW AT missiles with 4000m 
range. 

UH 1 

Several UH- 1 assault 
helicopters. 

4 

200 

520 

2/11 

1-2 

IT 

IS 

Italian-produced AB-205A version 
of U.S, designed UH-1 assault trans¬ 
port. 

ARAB 










NAME 

COMPOSITION 


COMMENTS 







Infantry 


25-35 men, up to 25 AR, LMG, 
and 5MG r several RPG 7 AT 
rocket launchers possibly a 
B-10 32mm RG, Sagger AT 
missiles. 


Composition varies considerably, depending upon nationality, period, and type of unit. Syrian 
infantry, and Egyptian mechanized infantry between 25 and 30 strong. Jordanian infantry and 
Egyptian 1973 infantry around 35 strong. Egyptian 1973 infantry has AT section wit h Sagger 
AT missile team, but capabilities are included in the Sagger units. 
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Commando 

25-30 men, AR, SMG, and 
some RPG-7*s. 

These units represent the special commando units that exist in all Arab armies. With less heavy 
equipment than regular units, they cannot generate as much firepower; a weakness compensated 
for by higher morale levels. 

Engineer 

about 50 men, with engineering 
and light infantry weapons 
including flamethrowers. 

Every Syrian and Egyptian brigade includes such a unit, which provides combat engineering 
support. 

Pontoon 

about 50- men, with light 
infantry weapons. 

Specialized engineers trained in the use of pontoon bridging equipment. 


Sagger about 12 men, 3 Sagger AT Known as PUR-64 f ‘'Bumblebee'*} to Soviets, code names given by Western intelligence include 

missile launchers. Sagger AT ATASand Sagger. Foot troops carrying so-called suitcase version of the Sagger AT missile {the 

missiles. name comes from the case In which the Saggers are carried), The Sagger with an effective range 

of 500 to 3000 meters, can penetrate 400mm of armor. The 11 Kg. missile takes 27 seconds to 
reach maximum range (compared with the 15 seconds required for the TOW AT missile). It is 
estimated that about 15 to 25% of all Israeli tanks destroyed in 1973 were knocked Out by the 
Sagger. The Sanger Is continuously controlled by the operator during its entire flight, using a 
joy stick. Thus, the operator must be highly skilled, able to concentrate on the missile for up 
to 30 seconds. To achieve this level of skill, operators are required to make 5000 practice firings 
using a special simulator. Even during the fighting operators continued to practice on a daily 
basis on the simulator. The Egyptian troops often fired Saggers over Suez Canal on the first days 
of the 1973 war to support troops in the Sinai. 

B2mm Mortar 6 M-37 82mm mortars, about 
40 men. 


This Soviet weapon dating from the 1940s, has a maximum range of 4000 m. With a crew of five, 
the mortar can achieve a RGF of up to 25 rounds per minute. Weighs only 56 Kg, The mortar is 
used as a battalion weapon by the Arabs, though the Soviets have replaced it with the 120mm 
mortar in all but paratroop units. Range inferior to comparable Israeli 81 mm mortar. 


107mm RG 4-6 B-71 107mm RG, about This weapon has long since been removed from front-line Soviet use, replaced by better weapons, 

20-40 men, The B-17 has a maximum effective range of 1000 m, and a ROF of 6. It requires a 5 man crew. 

Unlike its American counterpart, the 106mm RR, the B-7 7 is not rifled, 

TOWED ARTILLERY UNITS 


NAME 

COMPOSITION 

WEIGHT 

RANGE 

ROF 

CREW 

ORIGIN 

USE 

COMMENTS 

17 pdr 

6 17-pdr (76.2mm! 
ATG, about 50 men. 



20 


UK 

JN 

WWII Surplus. 

25 pdr 

6 25-pdr {88mm) gun 
howitzers, about 80 






JN 



men. 

1800 

12000 

6 

8 

UK 

EG 

WWI1 Surplus., 

85mm ATG 

6 SD-44 85mm ATG 

2300 

2000 

10-15 

7 

SU 

EG 

Equipped with Auxiliary Propulsion Unit 


about 70 men 






SY 

(APU! giving self-propelled speed of 25 kpl 

122mm HOW 

6 M-38 122mm how¬ 

2500 

12000 

5-6 

8 

su 

EG 



itzers, about SO men. 






SY 

WWII vintage, Stiil effective although out¬ 
ranged by modern weapons. Israelis organ¬ 
ized several battalions of captured guns. 

120mm Mort 

6 M-43 120 mortars, 

500 

5700 

15 

6 

SU 

EG 

WWII vintage. Very efficient weapon even 


about 40 men. 






SY 

though it barely outranges Israeli 31mm 
medium mortar. 

S60 

&S-60 57 mm A A 

4000 

6000 

120 

? 

SU 

EG 

Highly effective optically-controlled gun. 


guns, about 60 men. 






SY 


2PU-4 

6ZjPU-4quad 14.5mm 

2100 

1200 

4x600 

? 

SU 

EG 

Optically-controlled weapon, relying on 


HMG, about 40 men. 






SY 

large numbers for effectiveness. 


VEHICULAR UNITS 


NAME 

COMPOSITION 

WEIGHT 

(TONS) 

SPEED 
t KPH) 

RANGE 

(KM) 

CREW 

MG 

ORIGIN 

USE 

COMMENTS 

BTR-152 

4 BTR 752V, MG, 

8 crew. 

8.6 

75 

650 

2/14 

1 

SU 

SY 

First APC used in large numbers 
by Arabs, after 1967 confined to 
second-line use. 

BTR -50 

4 BTR 50PK, 

14 

44 

240 

3/18 

1 

SU 

EG 

Israel uses large number of 


4 MG, 12 crew. IS cap lured vehicles since 1973. 

SY 
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BTR-60 

4 BTR-60PB 

8 MG, 8 crew. 

10 

80 

500 

2/14 

2 

SU 

SY 


QT-62 

4 OT-62 , 3 

107 mm RG f 

12 crew. 

13 

- 

440 

3/18 

1 

cz 

EG 

Czech version of 077?-50. 

BPM 

4 BPM* 7,4-73mm 

12 

60 

325 

3/8 

1 

SU 

EG 

Originally, it was thought the 


guns, 4 MG .Sagger 







SY 

BMP carried 76mm gun. The 


AT missiles, 1 2 crew. 








73mm gun is automatically 
loaded, with 40 rounds carried. 

M-113 

4 M-113, 4 mg, 

11 

65 

325 

1/12 

1 

US 

JN 

With gasoline engine; see Israeli 


8 crew. 








M-113AL 

truck 

2-6S/1-757 trucks 

4.5 

60 

600 

1/19 

_ 

SU 

EG 

Jordan uses equivalent West German 


drivers. 








and U.S. vehicles. 

106mm RR 

4 jeep mounted 
106mm RR, 12 crew. 

1,5 

90 

280 

3 

-■ 

US 

JN 

Effective range: 1100m ROF: 5. 

PT-76 

3 PT 76B, 3 76mm 

14 

45 

250 

3 

1 

SU 

EG 

Small number of captured models 


guns, 2 8TR-50PB. 
5mg, about 30 men. 







SY 

used by Israel. 

140mm 

6 BM-14 140mm 

8,2 

60 

600 

7 

__ 

SU 

EG 

A post-war development of the 

MRL 

MR L, about 60 







SY 

WWII Katyusha rocket launcher 


men. Number of rounds 16; Range: 

10,600 m (exact range is con¬ 
troversial), time to reload: 3-4 
minutes. 


BRDM-1 3BRDM-1 Sagger 6 80 500 5 

missile carriers, 1 
BTR-40PB, 1 MG, 

42 Saggers , about 
20 crew. 


SU EG The BTR-40 is a command 

SY vehicle. In Egypt all BRDM Sagger 
carriers were assigned to mecha¬ 
nized infantry brigades hut many 
were detached during the 1973 
war to support the infantry 
brigades in The Sinai. 


T-34/100 6-100mm AT guns 30? 50 275 

mourned on modi¬ 
fied T-34 chassis, 
about 70 men. 


? — — EG Syria uses a version mounting 

a 122mm gun. The T34/W0 
mounts a Soviet 7"-72 100mm 
ATG with a range of 3000m, 
ROF of 7-8rpm p and crew of 
7, 


$UT GO 

6 SU- W0 assault 30 

57 

300 

4 

1 

SU 

EG 

WWII vintage. An effective 


guns, 6 MG, 24 






SY 

weapon used by Egypt in 


crew. 







1956, 1973. Probably still in 









use. 

T-34/85 

5 T-34/85 tanks 32 

50 

275 

5 

2 

SU 

EG 

WWII vintage. In 1973 only 


mounting 85mm 







used as training vehicle. Syria 


guns, 10 MG, 20 







used 200 as static anti-tank 


men. 







weapons. 

T-55 

5 7"-55 tanks 36 

50 

480 

4 

2 

SU 

EG 

Captured models used by Israel 


mounting 100mm 





cz 

SY 

as TI-67. ROF: 3-5. 


guns (42 rounds 
each 10 MG 20 





PO 




crew. 








T-62 

5 T-62 tanks mount- 36.5 

48 

500 

4 

1 

SU 

EG 

T-62A mounts 2 MG. ROF: 4-6. 


ing 115mm smooth¬ 
bore guns (40 rounds 
each), S MG, 20 crew. 






SY 


T-10M 

5 r* 1QM tanks mount- 50 

45 

250 

4 

2 

SU 

EG 

Improved version of JS-IU used 


ing 122mm guns (30 






SY 

rn WWI11; some used by Israel. 


rounds each), 10 MG, 







Powerful gun limited by small 


20 crew. 







ammunition capacity. 

Centurion 

5 Centurion tanks 51 

35 

97 

4 

2 

UK 

EG 

Limited range and inferior speed 


mounting 20-pdr 






JN 

hamper an otherwise satisfactory 


(83,4mm) guns 







design, Egypt received 32 in 1954 


(64 rounds each), 

10 MG, 20 crew. 







and Jordan 40 or more by 1967. 










THE GENERAL 


PAGE 15 


PT-54 

several T-54 tanks 
mounting mine- 
clearing equip¬ 
ment. 

36 

50 

400 

4 

3 

SU 

EG 

SY 

Captured models used by Israel. 

MTU'2 

several T-55 tanks 
modified to carry 
and lay bridge. 

36 

50 

400 

4 

3 

SU 

EG 

SY 

Similar to T-55 carrying a 19m 
bridge; Egypt also used earlier 
MTU-1 based on T-54 . 

GSR 

several GSP ferries. 

137 

40? 

1 

2? 


SU 

EG 

Pontoons mounted on M-65 
carrier able to carry loads up to 

52 tons. Two GSPs are combined 
to form one ferry. 

PMP 

large number of 
heavily modified 
10-ton TATRA 

STS trucks. 

? 

70 

400 

? 


SU 

EG 

Egypt also used earlier Soviet 
bridges, the TMM and TPP, 
as well as bridges obtained 
from West Germany. 

MLG 

several BTR- 752 
APCs towing the 
MLG automatic 
minelayer. 

9? 

75 

650 

? 


SU 

EG 

Possibly used by Syria. 

Shilka 

4 ZSU-23 4 Shitka 

SP AA vehicles, 
mounting quad 
23mm guns. 

15 

44 

250 

4 


SU 

EG 

The most effective AA weapon 
in the world. Effective RQF: 

4 x 400 rpm; Range: 2500m. 

Mi 8 

3 Mi-8 transport 
helicopters. 

12 

250 

425 

23 


SU 

EG 

SY 

Can carry bombs, napalm, 
rockets, or Saggers. 


ARMIES IN CONFLICT 

MORALE: Key to Victory 


Morale levels vary from period to period, from 
army to army, and from unit to unit. This section 
is intended for gamers interested m creating their 
own situations, providing the necessary data for 
assigning morale levels. 

ISRAEL; In [956 the typical Israeli unit had a B 
morale level. Exceptions include the 202nd 
Paratroop Brigade* a crack unit led by Arik 
Sharon (who commanded the attack on At>u 
Agheila in 1967 and the canal crossing in 1973), 
had an A morale level. Other units such as the 37th 
Armored Brigade and the 4th Infantry Brigade 
had C morale levels, a tribute to poor leadership 
and training in these reserve units. 

The typical Israel unit m 1967 had an A morale 
level. The quality of the reserve units had 
increased considerably since 1956, so that there 
was less variation between individual units. A 
number of units had B morale levels* such as the 
second-line infantry battalions attached to the 
Jerusalem Brigade and a number of other infantry 
formations. 

In 1973, all Israeli units had an A morale level, 
with two sign if leant exceptions. The reservists 
manning the Bar-Lev line (from the 16th 
Jerusalem Brigade) and certain ad-hoc tank units 
formed in the course of the war had B morale 
levels. In addition, at various times certain tank 
units that fought continuously for extended 
periods of time had their morale levels temporarily 
reduced to ZL 

EGYPTIAN: In 1956, the typical Egyptian unit 
had a C morale level. Reserve and national guard 
units had D morale levels. The 1st Armored 


Brigade may rate a B morale level, unless it has just 
been subjected to intensive air attack. It is, 
however, important to remember that most of the 
Egyptian units in the Sinai were not the better 
ones. All of the good units had been pulled out to 
protect the Suez Canal and the Nile Delta from the 
expected Anglo-French attack that followed the 
Israeli invasion. 

In 1967, Egyptian units bad morales of B and 
C The good regular army units (of which there 
were only a few) had the B morale; the rest were 
O, A few units, such as the commando battalions 
and the paratroop brigade could have rated as A Is. 
Unfortunately, there is no way of telling how they 
would have fought given a fair fight (by the time 
such units got into action, the war was over for ail 
intents and purposes). Another problem the 
Egyptians had was severe disorganization. The 
rapidity with which units were transferred into the 
Sinai from peace-time bases, coupled with an 
unwieldy command structure caused severe 
problems. So much so that by the start of the war 
many units were out of supply, in need of major 
maintenance, etc, (Many infantry units were sent 
out to desert positions, and then apparently 
abandoned by higher headquarters. By the start of 
the war T such units were already disintegrating. 
Armor units were often shuttled around so much 
that they were in need of major refit.) 

In 1973, the general quality of the Egyptian 
Army had greatly improved. The average unit was 
a B. In addition, special units like the commando 
(Saiga) battalions, had A morale levels. 
SYRIAN: The average Syrian unit in 1967 had a 


morale level of C The only superior units, with 
morale of B t never saw action because they 
remained in Damascus and North Syria protect¬ 
ing the regime in power from attempted coups. By 
1973, the average unit was either a Z? or C (divided 
about half and half). The B\s included such units as 
the 3rd Tank Division, commanded by the brother 
of the Syrian President, Unlike 1967, units 
intended to protect the regime were committed to 
action. Although they suffered heavy casualties- 
losing up to two-thirds of their equipment, the 
same regime is still in power. 

01 TIERS: The Jordanians are B's through 1967 
(with the exception of the tank brigades, which 
would be A jj. In 1973. the tank brigades 
committed to the Syrian front were A T The 
Iraqis, such as they are and were, tend to be C3. 
except when they are D’s, It is possible that there 
may now he some B's in The Iraqi Army-about as 
likely as a Jewish Pope ... (In the words of one 
critic, the Iraqi Army makes the Egyptians all look 
like Prussians). The Palestine Liberation Army 
units that fought in 1967 (in the Gaza Strip) and in 
1973 (in Egypt and Syria) were C's. Some might 
now be B's. 

IMPORTANT: Unless you are willing to do a lot 
of paperwork, all the units on one side should have 
the same morale level. Thus it is usually necessary 
to come up with an average for ail the units used. 
Note, however* that the Jordanian counters can 
easily be used for units given a different morale 
level from the re si of the Arab counters. 
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BARBAROSSA REPULSED! 

Expanding on The Viipuri Defense By J, Richard Jarvmen 


Defense for the Soviet player in RUSSIAN 
CA MPA 1GS is not an easy task. By the first winter 
many Soviet commanders are reduced to tears as 
their paltry army is torn to shreds by the ruthless 
German advance. All advantages are on the German 
side: power, mobility, air support and even 
psychology. The German army appears invincible 
while the Russian forces arc continually haunted by 
the specter of defeat. However, a defeatist attitude 
must be avoided if the Russian line is to hold. Loss 
of confidence at a critical time can he fatal, A river is 
abandoned without a fight. A fallen city that could 
have been h he rated is left to the mercy of the 
invader. Ora hundred other positions that could be 
saved are lost, due to despair rather than to tactical 
or strategic considerations. 

For some players, these problems are insur¬ 
mountable, They would rather lake command of the 
German forces, with their overwhelming attacks 
and spectacular breakthroughs, while swarms of 
Stukas harass the Russian defense. Despite these 
disadvantages. J still prefer the role of Stalin. 
Patience is its own reward. With careful play and 
proper utilization of resources, the German tide can 
be stemmed. Psychology can also work to the 
Russian’s advantage. The desire for revenge, the 
chance ol defeating an enemy who attacked without 
provocation, and the reclaiming of land rightfully 
yours can all be very satisfying and contribute to t he 
Russian attitude. 

Having presented an opening defense for the 
Russian player {"The Viipuri Defense" in VoL IT 
No. 6), the next logical step in a study of Russian 
defensive tactics is an analysis of the middle game. 
For purposes of this article, the middle game is 
defined as the period from Sept.-Oct. '4! to Nov.- 
Dec. ‘43. This critical time will determine to what 
extent and when (ifever) the Russian can assume the 
offensive. Consequently an overall policy of defense 
and consolidation is proposed. Offense is consid¬ 
ered only prior to or during snow months or when 
necessary to regain a crucial objective. Whereas in 
the First few months of war, the Russian is willing to 
give up large areas of land, the middle game period 
is one where ground must be held, in some cases at 
all costs. In these instances, offensives are not only 
desirable, but mandatory. If the Russian is able to 
assume an overall offensive posture before the end 


of 1943, well and good; but with evenly matched 
opponents and normal weather, this is generally not 
possible. 

Basic Russian Strategy 

As this article is primarily concerned with the 
tactical aspects of Russian defense, only slight 
consideration will be given to the overall strategic 
picture. However, as strategy U by necessity 
inextricably intertwined with tactics, some discus¬ 
sion is necessary. The major question of strategy is 
where should the Russian forces slop falling hack 
and attempt to form a cohesive defensive line. In the 
opening, river lines are used to advantage, but these 
lines should be recognized as being only temporary, 
serving to delay, but not stop, the German advance 
while the Russian production builds up steam. 
Obviously the Russian cannot retreat forever, as he 
would soon retreat off the board and lose the game 
hy default. The question is where? 

In Diagram I two major defensive lines are 
shown. The yellow line is the First Line of Defense 
(FLD) and the red line is the Main Line of Defense 
(MLD). This is the basic position that the Russian 
would like to present to the German when the 
weather clears in 1942. While local exceptions to the 
defense presented are unavoidable, an attempt 
should be made to recreate this line as faithfully as 
possible. 

The FT,D should be held whenever possible, but 
not at the cost of committing a large amount of 
resources and or reserves. Once broken, an orderly 
withdrawal should be made to the MLD. This is the 
line that should be held if the Russian hopes to 
retain any chance of winning the game. If it can't be 
held. an effort should be made to make the breach so 
costly to the Germans that il will be fatal to his 
cause. The MLD is also the line where reserves 
should be committed in order to regain key rivers 
and major cities. Only in the most dire circum¬ 
stances should this line be abandoned. Only when 
all hope of a win has been lost should the Russian 
retreat to the final line of defense, which consists 
basically of the line from Gorki to Astrakhan (which 
will remain the subject of a future article). Don 7 
give up hope too easily. You (and the Russian 
production) may surprise yourself. 


As mentioned before, local exceptions may exist 
in the Russian position of the FLD. In most cases, 
however, lost river lines or key hexes may be 
regained with a winter offensive. Winter is when the 
German is most vulnerable, and therefore more i 
cautious. Attack with abandon in Nov-Dee '4L 
Snow is assured for the next turn, and most German ' 
commanders will undoubtedly retreat far out of 
range of potential Russian attacks, January and 
February should riot be used to attack retreating 
Germans, but rather to consolidate your position I 
along the FLD, Care must be taken not to stray toe - 
far from the FLD when attacking the Germans, 
because if the weather suddenly turns, yon may Find ■ 
yourself exposed and vulnerable on the open 
Russian steppes. 

The Russian Dream Defense 

Presented in Diagram I is what l have termed 
the "dream defense.* 1 Ambitious is a nicer word, but \ 
unfortunately dream is more accurate. Shown on I 
the map are some 159 combat factors out of a 
poss i b I e 2 2 7 facto is a va i la ble (n o t c o u m Ing G ua rd s, I 
workers, paratroopers, Stalin or Stavka). It is 
unlikely that the Russian will have this many units 
in his command w hen March rolls around. Also the 
German will be trying quite hard to penetrate 
further than the lines indicated by the first winter. 
However, the following assumptions are made: The 
German has failed to take Leningrad, Moscow, 
Kharkov and Rostov; the bulk of his array is 
wintering in or near Bryansk; the Finns have failed 
to break out of Finland: and 159 factors are 
available. In the event that there are less than the 
required number of factors, units in hexes marked 
with an asterisk can be released. The total number of 
factors would then be 116. certainly a reasonable 
figure. However, weaknesses arc created wherever 
units are released. It given a choice, units in less 
threatened areas (such as in or near Rostov) should 
be given preference over those around Moscow. 

No guards arc shown on the map. Rather they 
would be placed on the hexes marked with (<£.), as 
reserve forces to counter any German break¬ 
through, Specific disposition is left lo the player's 
discretion, dependent upon German threats. By 
March. 38 factors of Guards will be available, with , 
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more pouring in every turn. These units are 
invaluable, as their mobility and strength can stop 
aLt but the most determined German drives. Don't 
hesitate to use them to reestablish the ML.D, but 
care must he taken to prevent these units from being 
surrounded , Allow paths of retreat and screen with 
the weaker infantry forces. Don't go chasing minor 
German units out in the open where counterattacks 
are inevitable. 

With the exception of the Moscow-Tula region, 
the MLD uses river tines to best advantage. It is 
unfortunate that no river lines exist around Tula 
that can be efficiently utilized for defense because 
this area must be guarded. The rail line from 
Moscow to Y-8 is the only rail line linking the North 
with the South. Control of this line is essential if the 
Russian is to have the capability to shift his forces 
quickly to meet the various threats. {Note that the 
reserve forces should be placed on the rail hexes in 
order to insure their rapid deployment.) Severing ol 
this critical rail line is tantamount to splitting the 
Russian army in two, a situation from which it may 
never recover. 



DIAGRAM 2 “Alternate Leningrad Defense" (Mar '42) 


in the north (Diagram l again) we find the 
Leningrad front garrisoned less heavily than some 
may desire. However, I don't recommend commit¬ 
ting a large force to this area for several reasons. 
First, it is a difficult area in which to maneuver, and 
thus requires armored or guards to defend ade¬ 
quately. Also, it is somewhat isolated, and a heavy 
commitment may find themselves surrounded and 
away from the fronts where most of the action 
occurs. Therefore 1 have only two basic objectives 
when defending Leningrad: I) to prevent a first 
impulse attack whenever possible, and 2) holding 
the Finns in Finland to allow an escape route should 
the Leningrad defenders be required to retreat. The 
first objective can be attained by maintaining a unit 
on F-12 (as indicated). The second objective 
requires 7 factors to defend on R-10, preventing the 
Finns from getting a 1-1 j without air support). If 
resources are available, counterattacks may be 
made in order to regain F-12, thus buying more time 
for Leningrad. Generally, however, I prefer to let 
Leningrad stand alone but with a sizeable garrison, 
forcing the German to commit armored and/or 
Stukas in his attack, and thus robbing other fronts 
of these valuable units If (or when) Leningrad falls, 
the defense shown in Diagram 2 should be 
established as quickly as possible. It is not 
necessary, or desirable, to place a unit on l-10. This 
hex can be assaulted from both H-II and J-l L thus 
losing the benefit of the river. The mountain hex of 
J-IO is much more effective to hold the line. Note the 
3-5 armored units stationed in the mountains. These 
units have more mobility than infantry for penetrat¬ 
ing into (or out of) the mountains, yet are doubled in 
defense, creating effective retardants against Ger¬ 


man attacks. Holding the river line on A-9 and B-9 is 
not recommended. First, this would require an extra 
unit. Second, units retreating from this line have a 
long way to go to reach any type of security. And 
finally, as long as the hexes F-8 or G-8 are held, the 
German supply must he traced to B-l I, which 
severely restricts any advance north of Lake 
Ladoga, 

The defense in front of Moscow is rather 
standard, the goal being to prevent an easy overrun 
which would leave Moscow vulnerable to an attack 
in the second impulse. The river line in front of Tula 
is heavily garrisoned, for reasons mentioned earlier. 
Note that only one unit in this defense is susceptible 
to being surrounded: t he 4ih Inf on V-13. The unit 
on Y-J3 is necessary if Kharkov is to be protected 
from being flanked. Even if overrun, the German 
doesn't gain much. In order to surround Kharkov, 
this maneuver would cost a minimum of 39 factors 
and two Stukas to assure success. And after all that 
he hasn't even broken the river line! 

If considerable German forces are near Rostov, 
the unit on GG-IJ is almost mandatory to prevent a 
first impulse attack against units along the Donestr 
river, in the second impulse, the Germans could 
then cross the river lines near JJ-lfi making the 
defense of the lower Don difficult, if not impossible. 

The small armored and cavalry units are found 
defending the Donestr river. These faster units are 
necessary to reach the MLD once the Donestr line 
cracks. The slower moving infantry would just be 
trapped on the open steppes, A unit on JJ-15 is 
necessary if Rostov is to be protected from a sea 
invasion. 

Note carefully the paths of retreat shown. If 
units have been properly placed, the ML.D can he 
formed in only one turn. Rail movement is 
necessary to provide Stalingrad with the proper 
protection. 

With a severe shortage of units, it may not be 
possible to form the Donestr river line, hi this case, 
the Don river line should be formed as quickly as 
possible, with bastions of defense in Kharkov and 
Rostov to slow the Russian drive. 

The more astute among you may have noticed 
that Archangel has not figured heavily in this 
analysis. Generally I don't worry about Archangel 
during the first tw'o years for the following reasons: 
The Germans must first take either Leningrad or 
Moscow before they can even consider moving on 
Archangel. The Finns by themselves have no chance 
to succeed. Even after Moscow or Leningrad has 
fallen, it is still a long way to Archangel, and the 
German goal w ill be advertised by the disposition of 
his forces. And unfortunately for the German, his 
supply line must run through X-2, a hex which is 
very vulnerable to attack by Soviet reinforcements. 
These reasons, plus the fact that there are no major 
cities within hundreds of miles, makes for a very 
formidable German task. 

The Combat Results Table 

The CRT in RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN is quite 
interesting, and when coupled with the double 
impulse moves and attacks, can yield some 
interesting facts. One of the more significant 
features is that a l-l (or even a 1-2!) attack is not a^ 
bad as it appears. While the German is loathe to 
attack at poor odds (he generally wants to be 
assured of breaking a position and is very unhappy 
with exchanges or AI results), the Russian com¬ 
mander can be much freer with such tactics. 
Assuming he is willing to chance some losses in 
order to retakea key position, a well executed attack 
at low odds can give quite favorable results. 
Consider TahJe L The first column lists the 
attackers' odds, the second the chance of success 
when attacking in only one impulse, and the third 


column gives the chance of success when attacking 
in bot h i mpulses at the sa me odds. (A Contact resu It 
is considered a success as it will hold a desired 
position. But obviously a Contact followed by an 
AR or A! is not a success, and this fact has been 
considered w r hen computing Table I.) 


Table I 


Odds 

One Attack 

Two Attacks 

M 

0,0 

0.0 

1-3 

16.7 

2.8 

1-2 

33 J 

44.4 

1-1 

50.0 

66.7 

2-1 

66,7 

83,3 

3-1 

83,3 

94,4 

4-1 

100.0 

100.0 


From this table we can conclude that in all cases 
except for a 1-3 (or worse) attack, a double impulse 
attack definitely increases your chance for success. 
Double impulse attacks, however, are more difficult 
to mount because a reserve force of armored or 
guards must be available should the first impulse 
attack fail. A case in point is shown in Diagram 3. 



DIAGRAM 1 “The Pall of Unin^ad ' (Sep l 4t) 


5ST. . 

-iV- / tl . 

V 

w / 


\ :"o f 

| ® 

\T' f ■./ iv -aV 

T ■\‘ n ' ) 

J 4-3 

A j. 

ii >3 

!Lyr\ 


i\ , £ 


J#r R'!- 

] B-7 | A_ 

& 
o -4 

-• [ t-i | j 



Due to a well-coordinated German attack, good 
weather, and Russian mismanagement, you have 
lost Leningrad in September of 1941 (shame!}. Only 
token forces face the bulk of Army Group North 
and the Finnish army. It appears that Leningrad is 
lost forever. What would you do? {Assume some 
replacements are available and that the weather is 
clear.) The solution is given in Diagram 4. A double 
impulse 1-2 attack against the Finns is planned, w r ith 
a resultant chance of success equal to 38.9%, (It is 
not 44.4% as indicated in Table l because if the 
result of the first impulse attack is AH, there are not 
enough armored units in the vicinity to make 
another attack at !-2. However, if the arriving 16th 
Inf. is replaced by an armored unit, the expectancy 
is raised to 44.4%,) If an AI is the result of the first 
impulse attack, the 8th Inf. should be eliminated, 
allowing the two armored units to reenter Lenin¬ 
grad and attempt a second 1-2 attack. Since there is 
a 50%. chance of snow' next month, you may find 
yourself in possession of Leningrad for the entire 
winter! The best odds the German can get (assuming 
snow) against the 5th Inf. on F-13 is 3-1, and then 
only by soaking off against the 7th Inf. on G-l I. The 
Finns will face at best a I-1 attack on Leningrad, 
and at worst 1-2, Some luck is necessary and some 
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risk must be taken, but the rewards are well worth 
the effort. The situation is nowhere near hopeless, as 
suggested by Diagram 3, 



Soakoffs 

Soak offs are an integral part of most wargames, 
and are particularly important in RUSSIAN 
CA MPA IGN. Faulty execution can have disastrous 
results. Therefore some analysis is required of this 
important concept. In Diagram 5 is presented a 
rather simple problem concerning placement and 
soakoffs, Assume it is clear weather, no other units 
are available, you may not enter the Q or theZ row, 
and your orders are to drive the Germans from Tula 
and occupy it if possible. Not too difficult, but there 
is one fatal trap. Finished? All right, how many of 
you placed your two guard units on V-9? (Nobody, 1 
hope!) This could be a calamity. Assume you came 
up with the attack shown in Diagram 6. True, you 
have a 5-1 against the 7th Inf. which assures you of 
victory, at the cost of a l-6 soak-off against the units 
on V-IG and X-IO. But if this is what you did, you 
didn't study the consequences of such a move. 
Regardless of the result against the 7th and the 
soakoff, the two guard units are committed to a 1-2 
attack against the Bih and !2th Inf, on V»]Q, No 
other units are available to Hank the Germans, and 
you face the loss of the cream of your troops. How, 



DIAGRAM 5 H Jt’s Never Tutafte)' 


much simpler it would have been to place the guards 
on U-8 and the infantry on V-9, After the successful 
attack on the 7th, the guards can advance into Tula 
and assist the 39th and 59th fora 3-1 against the 7th. 
Not a sure thing, but it beats the hell out of a 1-2! 



Invariably this type of situation occurs when a 
Contact result is obtained in a primary attack that is 
in conjunction with a soakoff. There are several 
solutions to this problem. The first thing is to 
recognize the possibility of its occurrence. Then, 
assuming that enough units are available, to execute 
the attack in one of the following ways: 

\) Position the less mobile infantry in hexes 
where they can attack both forces in question, 
allowing the armored or guards to swing around 
and flank the defending units (as in the above 
exa tuple). 

2) Position an extra armored (or possibly guard) 
unit where it can advance and soakoff in the second 
impulse should the original soakoff unit be 
eliminated or unable to advance, 

3) Place an extra unit in the primary attack that 
is not necessary to achieve the desired odds in a hex 
where it can attack both forces. Should the primary 
attack be a Contact and the original soakoff unit he 
eliminated, this extra unit can now provide the 
required soakoff. Note that this unit need not bean 
armored or guard unit. 

Russian Offensive l adies 

Many Russian commanders often curse their 
slow moving troops. The small movement allow¬ 
ance and lack of ability to move in the second 
impulse for most of his units preclude the sweeping* 
enveloping attacks that the German uses so 
effectively. However, the observant Russian does 
have some lech n iq ues available that can concent rate 
his forces very quickly in a threatened area, perhaps 
not as dramatically as the German but still effective 
enough to stage rather strong attacks. For exam pie, 
consider the situation in Diagram 7. The time is 
November, J941. and the 1st GD had just arrived in 
Moscow, The weather, fortunately for the Germans, 
has remained clear. The German, however, has 
dispersed much of his force in assaults against 
Leningrad and the sou them prod net ion centers. But 
still the Russian seems to be greatly outnumbered by 
the powerful and more mobile German forces. 
Assuming you have production facilities totalling 
eight combat strength points (counting the arrival in 
November}, all types of units are available in the 
dead pile, and the newly arriving reinforcements are 
not needed elsewhere, how would you handle the 
situation? (Assume you may not enter hex row U,) 

All those who assumed a defensive posture go to 
the back of the class. jVow is the time to attack I With 
snow next month, the German will be forced to 
reireat his starving troops, especially when faced 
with potential Russian attacks. For those who 
attempted a 4-1 on the 5th and 20th I n fan try on IF 12 
with a soakoff against the 13th, give yourself half 


credit. At least you tried, My solution is to launch a 
massive attack against the German left flank* 
driving the Germans back and opening a route for a 
second impulse attack against the 6th and 8th on 0- 
13. Massive, you question? How can that be 
possible? Well, just examine the position in 
Diagram 8. The placement of the new worker unit in 
Kalinin is essential in order to create a 4-3 unit that 
can attack the 13th Inf. from N-IL robbing the 
defender of the river's ad vantage, as well as giving us 
a 5*1, which assures us of victory. By creating 
another replacement in Moscow we are able to get a 
4-1 on the units on 0-12. By placing the newly 
arriving guards on Q-II, a 4-1 attack op the 6th and 
8th Inf. can be attained in the second impulse. Other 
units secure the river line in front of Moscow. The 
worst result that can occur against the 5th and 20th 
is a Contact, hut that virtually seals their doom. The 
7th Armored could then advance to N-12, surround¬ 
ing the German force on 0-12. My computations 
conclude a 9,03 (!) expected loss of German combat 
factors against a Russian loss of only S.97. This 
return plus the overwhelming strength in the area 
will force the German far from Moscow in the 
oncoming snow months. And there is always the 
chance that the attacks will result in the loss of all 18 
German factors (9.3%), These losses will certainly 
hurt the German badly, and if his losses have 
already been considerable, may amount to a major 
disaster. 



Comparing Diagram 7 with Diagram 8, we can 
see a difference in Russian strength of 47 combat 
factors! Despite the movement restrictions on the 
Russian forces, it can be demonstrated that, given 
the right conditions, a lightning strike can be 
quickly generated, throwing the Germans off 
balance or possibly hurting him critically. 



DIAGRAM K "AGC Stung!” (LXx '41) 


Note carefully the retreat paths lor the Germans. 
The 13th is retreated such as to allow the 7th 
Armored access to N-12 should it be necessary. The 
5th and 20th arc retreated to non-rail hexes, almost 
always a good idea. 
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And while some may criticize the soundness of 
placing a worker unit so near the front as well as on a 
minor city, this particular situation certainly merits 
such a tactic. While weVe on the subject of worker 
units, 1 might add that 1 generally place the large tfc 2” 
workers in Archangel and Astrakhan. Both cities 
are remote enough to be out of harm's way, and thus 
provide the maximum possible production before 
being destroyed. The small “ i" units l place in other 
major cities in the rear, such as Gorki and Saratov. 
Only in the most unusual circumstances {such as in 
the above example) will I consider placing workers 
near the front line or in surrounded cities. 


Harassment Techniques 

Partisans are the primary force that the Russian 
has available to harass the German army. Despite 
their obvious limitations, they should not be taken 
lightly by either the German or the Russian, They 
have three major functions: 

1) Delaying reinforcements 

2) Cutting German supply lines 

3) Preventing an easy shift of German forces 
from one front to another 

The third function is particularly important 
when mounting an offensive against a German 
position. The availability of German reserves may 
spell the difference between victory and defeat in an 
area. 

Never assume that you have no place to put your 
partisans. There is almost always some hex the 
German has overlooked or where you may gain an 
advantage, however slight. If the German has 
garrisoned entire rail lines to secure a front, then the 
partisans have already done their job before even 
being placed, having tied up numerous units in 
"partisan duty,” 

Partisans are not the only means by which to 
harass German supply and movement. Raids deep 
into German occupied territory can severely hamper 
German logistics, and coupled with partisans or 
paratroopers, may prove crippling. Not uncommon 
is the situation presented in Diagram 9. Army 
Group South has had good success and threatens 
both Kharkov and the key rail junction of Kursk. 



|)I.\(,N AM V ^ticrmjin Weakness?" 


Partisans arc not the only means by which to 
harass German supply and movement. Raids deep 
into German occupied territory can severely hamper 
German logistics, and coupled with partisans or 
paratroopers, may prove crippling. Not uncommon 
is the situation presented in Diagram 9. Army 
Group South has had good success and threatens 
both Kharkov and the key rail junction of Kursk. 
With only minimum forces in the area, the Russian 


must fall hack. However, a popular German trick 
can be used against him in order to stall his 
offensive. Assuming the weather is clear, the Nth 
Armored on CC-I I should move down to Z-17 and 
attack the 30th Inf, Hopefully you can get an AR 
result, allowing you to retreat to Y-18, and thus 
move into Kiev during the second impulse. The 
German will be forced to attack this minor unit, as 
Kiev controls the supply lines into southern Russia. 
If you can spare the unit, the IBth Inf, in Kharkov 
can be added to your attack to raise it to M, Gn an 
A! result, the infantry unit is eliminated and the 
armored unit is retreated as before. If a DR is the 
result, the Nth Armored can now movedowm to X- 
18 and attack the Rumanian 4th at 1-1, again hoping 
for an AR which would enable it to “retreat” into 
Kiev. Counting occupation of Kiev and EX as good 
results, the chance fora favorable mission is 75.0%! 
Even if the mission is a failure, this strategem will 
certainly keep the German commander on his toes, 
and will undoubtedly force him to garrison such 
places as Kiev or form a stranger, but more 
dispersed front line. 

Paratroopers are another w r eapon at the Rus¬ 
sian's disposal that can cause the German grievous 
headaches. While not strong enough to create an 
offensive threat by themselves, in conjunction with 
other forces they can prove to be an effective 
weapon. 1 prefer not to use them freely, but to 
reserve their use for a particularly important 
offensive phase or when there is a chance to trap 
some German armored units. In wargames, as in 
chess, the threat is often greater than the execution. 

As they may not move and may not be dropped 
in an enemy ZQC it is rare when you would want to 
drop more than one paratrooper unit in the same 
hex. Their purpose is not to secure strong points but 
to block enemy paths of retreat. Once dropped, they 
are gone forever, so be stingy with their utilization. 
As long as the Stavka unit lives, there should be no 
reason to bring them on as ordinary reinforcements. 

Another effective trick is a pre-winter invasion 
of Rumania, If the German has not garrisoned 
Rumania, a 3-5 armored unit should invade the 
Rumanian coast at EE-27 in September, advancing 
to DD-28 in October (see Diagram 10). Note that 
this trick will not work in November as the 
Bulgarian garrison will be able to successfully 
defend Bucharest in January. If the German has also 
been careless with his units on “partisan duty” it 
may be possible to place a partisan on W25, which 
virtually assures the armored unit of reaching 
Bucharest in November, causing the surrender of a II 
Rumanians. Recapturing Bucharest in the winter is 
practically impossible, and even during non-snow 
months will require considerable effort on the 
German's part. 

Even if the German is able to reach BB-27 by rail 
movement, valuable units are still drawn from the 
front lines as well as use up two or three of the five 
rail allocations w hich the German has available. If 
snow f does fall in November, this relief force will at 
best get a 3-1 on the Invader. 

Regardless of the number of ports controlled by 
the Russian. 1 still recommend an invasion against 
an ungarrisoned Bucharest. The rewards involved 
far exceed the cost of replacing one small armored 
unit. 

The possibilities involved in this maneuver are 
interesting enough to make it a “mini-game” Tor 
study, with the race for Bucharest slightly in favor of 
the Russian player. 

Someone once said, “a little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing,” In RUSS/AN CAMPAIGN* this 
maxim can visibly be demonstrated. While it is 
conceivable that none of the above tactics will be 
used in any given game, just knowledge of these 
tactics will place an additional burden on the 
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German commander's shoulders as he is forced to 
garrison such remote places as Kiev and Bucharest, 
keep rail lines open, protect front lines from 
paratrooper assault and numerous other little 
irritants, all of which can add up to a giant plus Tor 
the Russian cause. 
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THE GENERAL 


THIRD REICH: THE EARLY YEARS 


Introduction 

I n i t s t h ree yea rs, THl RD R EICH ha s a 1 1 rac t ed 
relatively few articles on tactics and strategy. Aside 
from a Series Replay in Vol, II, No, 6 of the 
GENERAL, the article on Russian play and a few 
pathetic (to be frank) efforts in other magazines, 
writers have shied away from in-depth analysis of 
play, while lesser simulations have spawned pages of 
print. 

Strange, yet understandable, that a game of 
THIRD REICH'S rich tactical and strategic variety 
would receive such treatment. Strange, because 
THIRD REICH strikes a fine balance between the 
usual wargame, which deposits players in a situation 
not of their own making with victory conditions not 
or their own choosing, and the current flood of 
“monster"games, most notably G D.W.'s Drang 
Nach Os fen/ Unentschieden and S.P.l.'s War in the 
East, West and Pacific, where broad strategy lies 
buried under the avalanche of counters and 
mapsheets, THIRD REICH stands out as a true 
strategic-level wargame, allowing its players to 
conduct the war as they choose, working only under 
the broad limitation of their nations' economic 
abilities. So it is strange that so few would explore 
the myriad options of the game. 

But understandable, too, that players would be 
hesitant to advise on a game where all plans are 
good and bad, depending on how the rest of the 
“world" responds, THIRD REICH defies the 
perfect plan. Perhaps for that reason, it discourages 
articles from players who only write w hen they have 
“cracked" a game-system. 

This article is written, then, not to exhaust 
discussion but to stimulate it. 1 trust many will 
disagree with my opinions and advice. I hope that 
some of them will be sufficiently outraged to reply 
in these pages. 

The scope of the game and the limits of mv 
experience require that this article cover only the 
early years of the campaign game, from Fall 1939 to 
Winter 1940. Among poor players, the game can 
end by then. Among better players, these early turns 
can put one side at a disadvantage it may never 
overcome. The early campaigns, from blitzkrieg in 
Poland to preparation for Barbarossa* illustrate 
many of the tactics which will help determine the 
outcome in Russia, North Africa and on the drive to 
Rome and Berlin. 

1939 

The Conquest of Poland 

In THIRD REICH (hereafter 3R) t as historical¬ 
ly, the German player must conquer Poland 
quickly. Failure to occupy Warsaw in Fall 1939 will 
not only cost 15 BRP's for an offensive option next 
turn, it will delay the Axis timetable for the conquest 
of the Low Countries and France. Not surprisingly, 
then, the Allied goal is to delay the fall of Poland as 
long as possible. 



ligurt? 1 AH t>clcnie 


by David Bottger 

Allied strategy in Poland essentially consists of 
the deployment of Polish units. This problem has 
already been the subject of some discussion, notably 
the contest solution appearing in Vol. 12, No. 5 of 
the GENERAL and the more sophisticated analysis 
by Robert Beyma in Vol. 13, No. 4. As Beyma 
demonstrated, the set-up suggested as best by AH 
will inflict, on'the average. 7.59 BRP casualties on 
Germany {figure /). 



Hfture l Alternate Defense 


However, Beyma's article is subject to criticism 
in tw r o respects. First, l believe he errs in directing 
his attacks against the alternative Polish defense he 
analyzes. In this defense {figure 2), he moves the 1-3 
from Rrest-Litovsk to the hex northeast of Warsaw, 
preventing a direct attack on the city. He then 
correctly notes that the best German assault on this 
set-up is to attack the 2-3 southeast of Warsaw at 
2: !, followed by a 3:1 exploitation against Warsaw 
itself, Bui 1 do not agree that the 2:! should be 
performed by a 4-6 armor and 4 air factors, as he 
suggests. In ihe event of any kind of exchange, this 
attack forces the German to lose expensive air 
factors so that the armor can occupy the 
breakthrough hex. 

I prefer to make this 2:1 attack with a 3-3 
infantry, a 4-6 armor and I air factor. With these 
units, a full exchange will cost only 6 BRP's 
( infantry and the air factor) and a CA exchange will 
eliminate only the infantry. Using Beyma's equa¬ 
tion. my 2:1 followed by the same 3:1 attack will 
cost: 

Expected losses - .1875 {6+ 3) + .03125 (14) +■ 
.96875 [.1714 (16) + , 1143(8)] 
= 6.67 BRP's. 



\ ii r* .3 Stan d a rd Dcfc nsc 


The second criticism of Beyma’s analysis is that 
he uses an obviously inferior Polish defense (figure 
2) for comparison to AH'?, defense. What I call the 
standard defense {figure 3) provides a much better 
comparison. The proper attack on this defense is a 
2:! across the river on I he 2-3 southeast of Warsaw, 
then a 3:1 on the capital. These attacks require, 
respectively, a 3-3 infantry, 4-6 armor and 5 air 
factors, plus 3 armor units and 12 air factors. 
Average losses here are: 


E.I., = .1875 (12+3) + .03125 (26) + 

.96375 [.1714 (16) * .1143 (3)] 

= 7,17 BRP's. 

As Beyma notes in closing, 8RP losses are not 
the only consideration in picking a Polish defense. 
After all, the difference between 7.59 and 6.67 
BRP's is not likely to decide the game. The defense 
w hich requires the greatest commitment of German 
units, particularly air and armor, to Poland 
provides the best insurance against a first-turn 
attack elsewhere. The following tabic shows this 
comparison. 

Combat Faclur*. 



Inf. 

Armor 

Air* 

1 lHl.il 

AH defense 

6 

0 

2n 

36 

Beyma's comparison 
defense 

3 

16 

15 

34 

Standard defense 

3 

16 

19 

3& 


^Includes 2 factors to court) trim Potfali Air, 

As this table shows, AH's defense finishes dead 
last in diverting forces from other areas. Note 
especially that it requires no armor, while the other 
defenses demand all 4 armored units. And the 
standard defense uses only I air factor few r er. The 
AH defense thus exacts a high price from the Allied 
player in return for an average gain of ,42 BRP’s. 

German Options 

Even without all of that armor Treed by the All 
defense, Germany in Fall 1939 has enough units to 
go looking elsewhere for combat. Basically, the 
German player has Four options. 

1} Do nothing. Not very appealing to an 
aggressive (or wise) German, 

2) Attack Russia. I do not advise it. Russia 
starts with 68 combat factors and 90 BRP's, for a 
total strength of 158 combat factors (assuming the 
BRP's are used exclusively to build infantry). Given 
a sloppy Russian deployment, Germany may be 
able to take Leningrad in Fall 1939, costing Russia 
15 BRP’s and her fleet, if docked there, because it 
will have no other port as a refuge. This leaves the 
equivalent of 116 combat factors for Russia. 
Another 42 must be destroyed before Spring 1940 to 
bring Russia below 75 and force surrender. Given 
Germany's weak initial lbrces, most of which wi11 be 
attacking Poland on the first turn, and France and 
Britain pounding on the western border, destruction 
of 42 factors in two turns is most unlikely. Once 
1940 begins, Russia gets 75 mure BRP's (60 if 
Moscow has fallen), and German success becomes 
even more remote. 

3) l n va d e t h e Low Count ric s a nd / o r Dc n ma r k. 
This is the course I suppose many players adopt. It 
has the advantage of posing an early threat to 
France, It also has its disadvantages. 

Against almost any Polish defense, the uncom¬ 
mitted German forces may be able to conquer 
Luxembourg and Belgium, Netherlands or Den¬ 
mark, but no more. Thus for the price of an 
offensive option and two declarations of war, 
Germany gains up to 20 BRP's and threatens France 
from 3 more hexes. Worth it? Hardly, 

To digress a bit, the importance of the yearly 
cycle in 3R can scarcely be overstated. The fate of 
nations, especially France and Russia, often hinges 
on surviving until the year-start sequence and 
receiving a fresh BRP allottniem. For ihis reason, 
Germany benefits little from attacking France in 
1939, A bse ni id i ot ic p I a y, F ra nee ea n n o t be felled in 
two turns. And knowing that 85 BRP's are due in 
the spring, the French player can counterattack with 



THE GENERAL 


PAGE 21 


abandon. So Germany should attack in Spring 
1940, forcing France to stretch her BRP's over 4 
turns instead of 2, 

Since the French campaign will not begin until 
1940, those 3 Belgian hexes provide little advantage 
in Fall 1939. Incidentally, if Germany moves into 
unoccupied Luxembourg in Fall 1939, units there 
could be attritioned out immediately, since Luxem¬ 
bourg has no capital. But if Germany waits until 
France occupies Luxembourg, units there can be 
attacked across the river, thus allowing Germany to 
place a bridgehead marker in Luxembourg. The 
bridgehead prevents the Allies from taking Luxem¬ 
bourg by attrition and permits German units to 
ovemack in preparation for the drive on Paris. 

The better course, therefore, is to wait until 
Winter 1939, then take Belgium, Netherlands, 
Luxembourg and. if desired, Denmark, in one 
offensive option. The 15 BRP’s saved can buy 5 air 
factors, a sizeable dividend. And by 1940. Germany 
will be in position to invade France. 

4) Declare war on Yugoslavia, I favor this 
course. 

Most German players will prefer to get Italy into 
the war as soon as possible, particularly now that 
the rules prohibit German units in neutral Italy, But 
if Italy declares war in Fall 1939 for 35 BRP’s, she 
can spend only 2 more that turn, not enough for an 
offensive option against France or British troops in 
North Africa, 



t'iiiure -I Yugoslavian Defense 


A German declaration of war on Yugoslavia 
permits Italian units to take an aitriiion option there 
as well as in North Africa. Unfortunately for the 
Axis, Italian initial ground strength totals only 14 
factors. Even if all 14 participated in the attrition 
option against Yugoslavia, a 1/6 chance that no 
Yugoslavs would be eliminated remains. And a full- 
strength Yugoslav army can prevent a 2:1 attack on 
Belgrade by the deployment shown in figure 4. 
Because of stacking limits. Italy can cram only 14 
ground factors into the hexes across the river from 
Belgrade. Counterair of Yugoslavia's 2 air factors 
leaves 8 Italian air factors as ground support, for an 
optimum attack of 22:12= 1:1. Roll a 5 and Italy is in 
trouble. 

Remove any one Yugoslavian unit in Fall 1939, 
though, and the defense breaks down, allowing a 2:1 
against Belgrade in Winter 1939, To guarantee that 
the attrition option in Fall 1939 bags at least I unit, 
the German player should send enough units there, 
probably excess infantry, to reach the 21-30 column 
on the attrition resolution table. This move virtually 
assures the fall of Yugoslavia in Winter 1939, makes 
for a happy I tali a n ally a nd gives Germa ny 10 B R P's 
for a cooperative conquest. Not bad for an 
investment of ID BRP’s and a few infantry units. 


Incidentally, since Italy has only 2 BRFs to 
spend on unit construction in Fall 1939, Germany is 
well advised to build a few replacement units for 
strategic redeployment to Italy. An Allied 
amphibious assault or attack across the Alps and 
exploitation to Rome in Fall 1939 bodes ill for the 
Axis. 

The rest of the German builds should emphasize 
the weapons of offense; air, armor and airborne. As 
the German player. 1 always build the airborne unit 
in Fall 1939 and base it at Bremen, where it can 
reach London and Paris, This forces both the 
British and French to garrison their capitals. From 
here the para unit can also be dropped on 
Copenhagen to aid infantry attacking across the 
crossing arrow. From Copenhagen, the para unit 
can either be strategically redeployed back to 
Bremen or, in conjunction w'ith an air unit, assault 
Oslo, More on Norway later. 

A Two-Froni War 

For the real crapshooter, or simply to liven up 
the game* the German player may consider a 
simultaneous attack on Poland and France in Fall 
1939. This option promises either a stunning Axis 
success or an early end to the war. Most of all* it 
requires good to excellent German die rolls, To 
illustrate this strategy. I will use the standard Polish 
defense (figure J) and the French set-up suggested 
by AH in its contest solution in VoL 12, No. I of the 
GENERAL (figure 5), 



H|*lire 5 French Defense 


Germany begins the war with 8 infantry units, 4 
armored units, 20 air points and 2 fleets. One 
infantry unit must be placed in Finland to prevent a 
Russian attack. The other 7 start in East Prussia or 
eastern Germany, poised to attack Poland. Deploy 
the 4 armored units in western Germany in position 
to attack through Luxembourg. As for the airforce, 
one unit must start in the east to counterair the 
Polish air force and provide ground support for one 
infantry attack. Place an airbase counter on the hex 
east of Strasbourg with an air unit there to 
eounterair the French air unit at Lyons, The other 2 
air units base in western Germany, in range of the 
hex east of Paris. Dock the fleet in Kiev or further 
west to threaten interception of British transport 
missions to France. 

Italy deploys strongly in North Africa in an 
attempt to divert British reinforcements from 
France. Place two ! -3’s on the French border, two ! - 
3’s on Rome and one in Albania, One air unit should 
be based where it can reach the units guarding the 
French border, Rome and both northern beach 
hexes. The fleet starts at Taranto, and everything 
else goes to North Africa. 

At the start of Fall 1939, Germany declares war 
on Luxembourg and takes offensive options in the 
east (free) and west, at a total cost of 25 BRP’s. Italy 
declares war on the Allies for 35 BRP's. 

In Poland* the infantry and 3 air factors make 
3:1 attacks on the four 1-3’$ north and west of 
Warsaw* while the other two air factors counterair 
the Polish air force, neither side taking losses. At 
least I infantry unit must advance into the hex 
vacated by each eliminated Polish unit. AIM hexes 
will be needed next turn for a 2:1 on Warsaw, 


In the west, the air unit on Lyons is counteraired 
(no losses), while another German air unit stands 
ready to intercept the other French air unit. Two 
armored units move into Luxembourg and, with 4 
factors of ground support, attack the French 
infantry unit on Sedan at 3:1, Exchange losses must, 
unfortunately, be taken from the air factors. One 
armored unit advances into Sedan. The remaining 2 
armor units exploit to Sedan and attack the infantry 
unit east of Paris at 2:1 (figure 6). Meanwhile, the 
Italians take an attrition option in the Mediterra¬ 
nean and make threatening gestures toward Suez. 



Figure 6 (German uniis in Mack; Allied in bluet 

Note that infantry northweiU of Sedan may not trace supply from 

Dieppe to hex southwest of Dieppe, and so cannoi move. 


Germany uses the 50 BRP's left for builds as 
follows: in the east, up to 3 infantry units, making 
total forces there 8 infantry: in the west, I air unit, 
the airborne unit, 2 armored units and whatever 
infantry is left over from the east; I replacement unit 
must also be built and SR'd to Rumania, 

Italy's builds are limited to two BRP's. Use them 
to build replacement units on the unguarded 
beach hexes. 

If Axis luck has been good, France will be in 
difficult straits. Because of the German armor 
adjacent to Paris, no French units may be built on or 
SR'd to Paris, The only unit which can reach Paris 
will be the French armor. Note that the infantry 
northwest of Sedan is out of supply and cannot 
move. As a result, the hex northeast of Paris will 
remain vacant. 

In general, French units will move north, toward 
Paris. Replacement units can be built on the Italian 
border, freeing the infantry there. Any surviving air 
factors stage to bases out of range of German 
counterair. such as Lorient and La Rochelle. 

Rather lhan waste BRP’s on a low-odds* risky 
counterattack, France should take an attrition 
option, hoping to regain the hex next to Paris. 
Germany, on the other hand* must keep that hex 
free of French units. 11 necessary, the German armor 
there should be removed as attrition losses to 
prevent a French advance. This will, however, 
permit SR to and builds on Paris and the hex 
northeast of Paris. 

With a full 42 BRP's to spend, France can build 
its entire force pool. As mentioned above, 3 
replacement units should be placed on the Italian 
border. The fourth appears in the vacant Maginot 
Line hex. One armored unit probably should 
backstop the Italian front defense to prevent 
breakthrough there. The other armor and all 
infantry appear around Paris, in anticipation of the 
coming attacks. 

Germany again takes offensive options in the 
east and west in Winter 1939. In Poland, the 8 
infantry units attack Warsaw across the river at 2:1 
(Polish air force cotimeraired again). In France, two 
armored units occupy each of the following hexes: 
hex cast of Paris* Sedan and Luxembourg. With 10 
air factors ready to intercept the French air force, 
the armor on Sedan and 4 ground support factors 
attack the adjacent infantry at 3:1. The other 4 
armored units exploit, two reoccupying the hex east 
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of Paris and 2 taking the hex northeast of Paris. 
With the para unit, they attack Paris at 3:1, two 
victorious armored units advancing, {figure 7). 



(■iRui-it 7 (German uniifc in Muck: French in blue} 

Petition after German Winter 19.19 cumbat phase. France can get 
onlv 17 ground factors adjacent to Paris for counterattack. 


After combat, Germany builds her air force to 
full strength and spends the rest of her BRP’s on a 
few' armored units, more infantry and/or replace¬ 
men t un its to help defend Italy. The fleet is S R cl east 
while the victorious infantry in Poland is SR'd west. 

If all has gone well for Germany, France can 
attack Paris from only 4 hexes at 18:22= 1:2, with 
little chance of success. Before trying this strategy, 
remember that I have assumed near-perfect die rolls 
for Germany and no British forces in Prance. The 
two German fleets cannot stop nil transport of 
British units to Fiance and cannot prevent SR of 
British units at all. In addition, the British air units 
do not need naval help to intervene in France. The 
Italian deployment in North Africa should divert 
some British units but perhaps not enough to 
guarantee success in France. 

if you, as the German player, want a quick game 
of 3R or if you see a faulty French deployment, 
consider this strategy. But be prepared to take your 
lumps. 

The Allies in 1*139 

As the foregoing suggests. Allied strategy in 
1939 and for as long as the Axis stays cm the 
offensive depends on Axis strategy. This is especial¬ 
ly true of France, whose goal is nothing more than 
survival. France must deploy carefully, build her 
entire force pool in Fall 1939, and wait for the 
inevitable. Unless Italy deploys miserably on the 
border, France should be content to stay on the 
defensive. The AH French set-up {figure J) seems 
best, although I would like a unit on Marseilles. That 
port provides the only link between France and her 
colonies, 

Britain, however, is another matter. The British 
need have little fear of a "Sealion” in 3R. Germany 
starts the war with only 2 fleets and will usually 
build air and ground units rather than expensive 
fleets. The main threat to British survival is an air 
assault on London. But this threat may be defused 
by keeping 7 ground factors on London. Given the 
restrictions on ground support imposed by 3R's 
second edition rules, Germany can muster only 12 
factors againsi the British capital (para plus 9 air 
factors). Seven factors on London, doubled on 
defense, assure that Germany can do no better than 
1:2 odds. 

Relatively secure on their island, the British can 
consider sending troops overseas. Depending on 
Italian and German commitment to North Africa, 
much of Britain's armed forces may be required 
there. Whatever can be spared should, in my view, 
be sent to France. Allied victory demands that 
Germany not conquer Russia. And as long as 
France stays alive, Russia cannot receive the full 
Axis attention. So far from being altruistic, a British 
presence in France works to the henefit of Britain 
and the Allies generally. 

How should British troops in France be used? 
The rules dictate that British units cannot occupy 
Paris or Maginoi Line hexes. Beyond these 


restrictions, the British can deploy or the front lines 
for defense or lay back as an offensive reserve. 

If Biitain decides to use its French contingent 
defensively, the units should be placed in the 
expected path of the German advance on Paris, 
Likely hexes are directly east and southeast of Paris. 
The former represents the most direct route from 
Luxembourg; the latter, the only approach which 
avoids river defense lines. 

The Anglo-French cooperation rule makes the 
placement of British units especially critical. That 
rule prohibits stacking of British and French units. 
AH has ruled that "stacking’* includes British air 
units flying defensive air support for French ground 
units and vice-versa, because DAS requires that the 
air units he placed on top of the defenders. As a 
result, if British ground units are deployed away 
from the German advance, then British air units will 
be unable to fly LIAS at all, 

British units may also be held in reserve for the 
eventual counterattack on Paris, British armor 
assumes particular importance here, as they allow 8 
factors m be crammed into a single hex. rather than 
the French maximum of 6. Those 2 extra factors 
may spell the difference between a desperation 1:2 
and a usually successful t: I. Remember that British 
units cannot advance into Paris; make sure that at 
least one French infantry piece survives even a full 
exchange. This may force the Allies to take 
exchange losses in British units, hut this may be the 
best course. With only French units left, next turn’s 
attack to re-retake Paris will require only a French 
offensive option. And it saves the British player the 
trouble of staging his ow n Dunkirk withdrawal. To 
rescue British units from France in one (urn will 
require an offensive option. The British fleets must 
change to a French port, transport the ground 
forces back home, and be SR'd home themselves. 
Better to be lost in combat and leave the French 
army intact for another turn. 

Russia 

In the early turns of a typical game, the Russian 
player must be ready for anything and do nothing, 
Russia should deploy with at least 3 possibilities in 
mind: (I) attack on an ungarrisoned Finland; (2) 
attack on an ungarrisoned Rumania; (3) early 
German declaration of war and invasion. The first 
requires strength in the north; the second, strength 
in the south; the third, strength in the center. 
Consequently, the Russian army finds itself spread 
along the border. But that is necessary anyway, to 
occupy all of the pact cities in one turn. 

Clearly, a premature Barbarossa should be 
welcomed rather than feared. War in Russia while 
France remains in the game guarantees victory for 
all but the most inept Allies. But there is no point in 
making Germany's task any easier. The approaches 
to Leningrad and Moscow should he guarded well 
enough to prevent a one-turn conquest of these 
cities. And whenever the German airborne unit gets 
in range, a ground unit should be placed on Parno. 
Otherwise, the para unit can drop on Parno and 
open the port to German naval transport or SR, 
Even without the airborne unit. Parno and Talum. 
as the pact cities least accessible to Germany, should 
be well defended. 

No discussion oi Russian options in 3R would 
be complete without exploring the question of war 
with Turkey. In his comments to the 3R Series 
Replay in Vol, 11, No. 6 of the GENERAL Don 
Greenwood hypothesizes a two-turn conquest of 
Turkey, costing 40 BRP's plus losses. Since Turkey 
is worth only 30 BR P's. Greenwood concludes that 
this strategy will result in a net loss of at least 10 
BRP’s by the time Barbarossa begins. 

The flaw in Greenwood's analysis lies in valuing 
BRP's speni in 1939 and 1940 at face value, instead 


of their 1941 value. Since Barbarossa will occur 
mainly in 1941, every Russian decision should be 
evaluated on how it will affect Russia’s readiness in 
1941. 

The following chart traces the usual course of 
Russian RRP spending and growth from F all 1939 
to Spring 1941. It assumes that German garrisons 
prevent attacks on Finland and Rumania and that 
Turkey is left alone. As the chan shows, by Spring 
1941 Russia will have built her entire available force 
pool totalling 61 BRP's and will have available 149 
BRP’s, with a base of 124. 


NO WAR WITH TURKEY 




1939 

1940 

1941 

Old base 



90 

90 

Surplus x .3 


— 

+ 1 

+34 

New base 


90 

WB3M 

E 24 

Conquests 


— 

+25 

+25 

Year-start BRP’s 


90 

116 

149 

Declarations of war 

10 




Offensive options 

15 




Builds 

+61 




Total spent 


-86 

- 0 


Surplus 


4 

116 



The chart below assumes that Russia declares 
war on Turkey in Winter 3 939 and conducts an 
offensive option that turn. It allows for 2 more 
offensive options plus 10 BRP's of casualties before 
Turkey is subdued sometime in 1940. By Spring 
1941, Russia has conquered Turkey, occupied the 
pact area and built to the limits of her force pool. 
Surprisingly, even after spending 65 BRP's battling 
Turkey, Russia starts 1941 with 161 BRP's, 12 more 
than would be available if Turkey were not 
attacked. The new base BRP figure is 106, 18 below 
the base achieved by not attacking Turkey. 


WAR WITH TURKEY 




1939 


1940 

1941 

Old base 




90 

90 

Surplus x ,3 


— 


+ 0 

t 16 

New base 


90 


90 

106 

Conquests 


— 


+25 

+55 

Year-start BRP's 


90 


115 

161 

Declarations of war 

20 


0 



Offensive options 

30 


30 



Builds 

+40 


+31 



Total spent 


-90 


-61 


Surplus 


0 


54 



As this analysis illustrates, the 25 BRP's spent in 
1939 and the 40 spent in ! 940 are actually worth less 
to Russia in 1941 than she 30gained bv conquering 
Turkey. This is so because the 25 spent in 1939 are 
the equivalent of ontv 2 BR P’s {25 x ,3 x .3) in 1941. 
and l he 40 s pent in 1940 a re eq ua 1 to only 12 {40 x .3) 
1941 BRP’s, disregarding the base increase. 

All this docs not make invading Turkey a fooF 
proof strategy. As seen in the analysis oT Polish 
defenses. BRP's alone should not dictate decisions. 
If, for example, Germany defeats France rapidly, 
Barbarossa may begin while Russia is entangled in 
Turkey. Furthermore, German conquest of Turkey 
as a preliminary to invading Russia both costs 
Russia an immediate 30 BRP's and opens up her 
southern front. Ai least, the Turkish conquest will 
require diversion of precious units southward to 
defend the conquered territory. In short, 1 tend to 
accept Greenwood's advice against attacking 
Turkey, but l do not accept his BRP calculations, 

Ironically, a Turkish campaign in 1940, even if 
unsuccessful, may blunt a potentially devastating 
German tactic. More on the problem of the 
"unwanted initiative" later. 
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1940 

Ihe foregoing comments on strategy in 1939 
substantially cover strategy in 1940, This is as it 
should be decisions in 1939 must be made with an 
eye to Ehe coming year and beyond. But 1940 also 
presents unique problems, a few of which are 
considered here. 


Norway 

If 3R is won or lost in Russia, then Russia may 
be won or lost in Norway. Germany needs Norway 
as a base for interdiction of Murmansk convoys, 
potentially Russia's lifeline. Conversely, the Allies 
need Norway to prevent interference with aid to 
Russia, 

For Germany, Norway must be conquered in I 
turn or not at all. If Norway survives the initial 
attack, Britain may and should intervene with 
substantial ground and air forces, landing at 
Bergen. This, in turn, will force Germany to either 
send more strength to Norway or concede Britain 10 
BRP’s and unmolested convoys to Russia. 

Germany can effect a one-turn conquest of 
Norway only through the air. As mentioned earlier, 
the German airborne unit may be dropped on 
Copenhagen, untripling the Danish defense. From 
there, Oslo lies in range of another drop. 
Preparatory to this assault, the German player 
should build an airbase in northern Denmark and 
stage an air unit there. Even if both Norwegian 1-3’s 
occupy Oslo, the ensuing attack at 2:1 odds almost 
assures that Norway will fall. One German fleet 
SR’d to Bergen makes Norway invulnerable to 
Allied invasion. The Allies have no air bases within 
range of Bergen to reduce the fleet there below 9 
factors, making amphibious assault possible, 

Britain must lake Norway in I turn for the same 
reason, German air units staged to Oslo or German 
ground forces landed southeast of Oslo can make 
things tough for the British. But Britain too has the 
capability to complete a one-turn conquest, by sea. 

Britain requires both 4-5 armor units, the 2-5 
armor and 36 naval factors to lake Oslo. One 4-5 
plus 6 naval factors (2 combat points) attack the 1-3 
on the western beach a I 2:1, losses extracted from 
the fleet. The other 4-5 and 2-5 exploit to Oslo, 
attacking the remaining 1-3 at 3:1. If both 1-3’s 
garrison Oslo, the 2-5 occupies the beach 
( breakthrough) hex and both 4-5’s exploit and 
attack at 2:1. Either way, Oslo should fall. 

For Germany and Britain, then. Norwegian 
strategy is to attack first and decisively. 

North Africa 

North Africa is the battleground of the tactician. 
Because of the relatively few units usually sent there, 
each small mistake is magnified and each large 
mistake is disastrous. The unnecessary loss of one 
unit, insignificant in Russia, can tip the balance of 
power in North Africa. Although strategy there 
varies greatly, depending on what units can be 
spared from other theaters, tactics remain constant 
enough to merit a few remarks. 

As it did historically, supply plays a crucial role 
in North Africa, Egyptian and Libyan ports act as 
supply sources for Allied and Axis units, respective¬ 
ly, Conquered ports and beachhead markers may 
also function as supply sources, but this requires a 
nine-factor fleet per 9 units supplied. With naval 
strength at a premium in the Mediterranean, players 
are well advised to guard their Egyptian or Libyan 
ports well. 

Supply considerations also increase the impor¬ 
tance of two other game concepts; zones of control 
and controlled hexes. Units cannot trace supply 
through enemy ZOC, even if the hex is occupied by a 
friendly unit. Nor can supply be traced through 
enemy-controlled but unoccupied hexes (3.4). As a 


result, armored units, with their ZOC and high 
movement rate, assume added importance in North 
Africa, 

As noted earlier, the African front often receives 
the left-over units of both sides. Similarly, players 
may be reluctant to spend many BRP's on offensive 
options there. Thus both sides increasingly resort to 
attrition combat. 

Normal combat (i,e„ the offensive oplion) 
demands that the strongest units defend the most 
important hexes. Attrition combat encourages 
deployment of weak units on critical hexes. The 
sequence of attrition combat creates this anomaly. 
When the attrition table requires both elimination 
of counters and enemy occupation of hexes, the 
counters are eliminated first. Not surprisingly, 
players prefer to eliminate weak, easily replaced 
units. But this leaves the important hexes, occupied 
hy strong units, subject to enemy occupation. On 
the other hand, elimination of these strong units 
preserves the hexes but at a high price. The solution 
is to place weak units on critical hexes, Their 
elimination saves the big units ami the now-vacant 
hexes. 

This tactic works well enough during enemy 
attrition options. But what if the enemy takes an 
offensive option instead? Much to his delight, the 
very hexes he wants are the most poorly defended. 
To protect these units and hexes during offensive 
combat, the defender needs superior air power. 
Without it, he must guess which option his 
opponent will select each turn and deploy ac¬ 
cordingly 

One [strategic question does recur in North 
Africa. After France falls, the die determines 
whether Leba non-Syria and Algeria-Moroceo- 
Tunisia become Vichy or Free French. Pul simply, 
Britain cannot permit a Vichy Lebanon-Syria at the 
back door to the Suez Canal. Rather than depend 
on the die, Britain must plan ahead. 

The turn before France's fall is anticipated, the 
British player should station one or two units at 
Lebanon’s border. On the turn that Germany enters 
Paris, these British units move through Beirut to 
occupy the beach hex. Even if Lebanon-Syria turns 
Vichy, the British units there control the sole port, 
occupy the sole beach hex and are positioned to 
conquer the entire colony. Obviously, the presence 
of a French-turned-Vichy unit wmuld complicate 
things. For that reason, the infantry unit starting in 
lebanon-Syria must either return to mainland 
France or be eliminated in North African combat. 

Russia 

The notes on Russian strategy in 1939 also cover 
most of 1940. One additional problem, alluded to 
earlier, may arise in 1940, to the great displeasure of 
the Soviet player. This is the problem of the 
unwanted initiative. 

The initiative rule, unique to 3R, provides that 
the alliance with the most 13 R P’s at the start of a turn 
moves first that turn. This rule makes it possible for 
an alliance to move twice before Lhe enemy can 
respond For example, if Germany and Italy spend 
BRP’s heavily in Fall 1939, Britain and France, by 
judicious spending, may gain the initiative in Winter 
3 939, An unsuspecting Italy may fall as a result of 
this double turn, Of course, the Axis will regain the 
initiative in Spring 1940. giving it a double turn 
during which France will likely fall. Bur what Allied 
team would not trade France for Italy in Spring 
1940? 

So viewed, the initiative rule presents extra 
strategic options. It can also place Russia in an 
unrealistic dilemma. Assume Russia declines" to 
invade Turkey, Instead the Russian player occupies 
the pact area and builds his entire force pool in 1939. 
Me starts 1940 with 116 BRP's and nowhere to 
spend them. As a result, he ends 1940 with the same 
116 BRP’s. 


Germany, on the other hand, spends BRP’s 
easily in 1940. Assume that France falls by Fall 
1940, allowing Germany's full attention to turn east. 
Even with the 42 BRP's gained from the French 
victory, Germany can and probably will spend 
herself below Russia’s 116 13RP level by Winter 
1940, in preparation for the invasion of Russia, 

Rusiau will therefore "gain" the initiative in 
Winter 1940. After Russia’s turn, Germany 
launches Barbarossa. With a fresh infusion of 
BRP's in the 1941 Year-Start sequence, the Axis 
regains the initiative for Spring 1943. Germany 
moves again and attacks again, driving deep into 
Russia, possibly taking Leningrad and/or Moscow 
and surely placing much of the Russian army out of 
supply. 

In my view, this tactic is both unrealistic and 
unfair Perhaps All intended this use of the 
initiative rule to reproduce the shock effect of the 
initial German attack. If so, it overdoes it. Surely the 
shock effect was notequivalem to giving Germany a 
three-month headstart, as 3R does. Even worse 
from the players’ point of view, Russia can do 
almost nothing to defend herself. Almost nothing, 
because Russia could spend some BRP's in a 
Turkish invasion. But 3R surely perverts history if it 
forces Russia to attack Turkey in order to avoid 
giving Germany an unwarranted advantage. 

Perhaps for this reason AH has advised that 
players may opt to ignore the initiative rule if they 
agree beforehand. Even this solution has its 
problems. It prevents the two-turn Allied conquest 
of Italy discussed earlier. It also locks the Axis into 
the initiative for the game’s duration, an historically 
inaccurate situation. Better, in my opinion, to 
amend the initiative rule to permit Russia to waive 
the initiative until actively at war with Germany. 
Once Barbarossa begins, Russia will have ample 
opportunity to keep its BRP level below the Axis 
level. 

CONCLUSION 

As any 3R player knows, this article barely 
scratches the surface of the game’s strategy and 
Tactics. Unlike some of the AH "classics," 3R may 
never foster a "perfect plan." And if this means that 
3R will be played and replayed, discussed and 
debated, then 3R will surely take its rightful place as 
one of the best wai games ever published, and easily 
the finest true strategic-1 eve I game developed— 
pending release of 77 /E RISING SUN , that is, 

l would be remiss if I failed to acknowledge Ron 
Magazzu, whose fine FBM system (yes, we play 3R 
hy mail) and skilled opposition have helped give me 
the experience and motivation to write this article. 

© 

AVAI.ON HILL GIFT SERVICE 

With Christmas fast approaching readers may 
well want to take advantage of our special GIFT 
SERVICE—be it for Christmas, birthdays, or Get 
Well occasions (commemorating your most 
successful attack ever against a PBM turkey . . . 
err, opponent). Even if you don't Jove your 
opponent enough to buy him a game in order to 
gel him to play you again, it's still a good way to 
drop a few hints to mom. wife or other gift bearing, 
well meaning, but unimaginative relatives. 

It’s simple. Just have them place an order for 
an AH game or subscription to either the 
GENERA /. or REP LA Y and request the Avalon 
Hill Gift Service. An attractive all purpose card 
will be included with the item and mailed to either 
the recipient direct or back to the purchaser. Be 
sure to specify who the gift is for and who is doing 
the giving. Remember; to play an Avalon Hill 
game is a challenge; to give one, a subtle 
compliment. 
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STALINGRAD 

RUSSIAN: Tom Baruth 
GERMAN: Joe Angiolillo 
COMMENTARY: Paul Bakulski 


Joe Angiolillo is among the most veteran of 
war gamers having been active postaily since the 
very beginning of the hobby. A native of Hartford, 
CT which is itself a renown hotbed of wargaming, 
Joe was a highly visible personality in the mid-60's 
through his polished articles in the first amateur 
war gaming 'lines of that day , Along with such other 
local Hartford stalwarts as the Bakulski brothers, 
Dave Roberts, Paul Siragusa, Ray Clark , etc. Joe 
fast gained a reputation for invincibility in the 
classic games of the day. Even now the venerable old 
warhorse ST A LING RAD holds great fascination 
for many gamers—if only because they've mastered 
most of her sec rets. Joe is among those who can do 
with STALINGRAD what a concert pianist does 
with the ivories. 

Tom Baruth is unknown to your editor but his 
play in the game which follows will serve best to 
introduce him . Paul Bakulski has roots very similar 
to those of Joe upon which we 've just dwelled. The 
biggest difference is that Paul won the AH Classic 
500 at ORIGINS II over 140 other entrants while 
Joe has never finished higher than this year’s 4th , 
Paul’s neutral comments are printed in italics. 

This will be our first Series Replay to be 
serialized into two parts. The concluding part of this 
article will appear in the December issue , 

STALINGRAD is regarded by many of the 
highest rated AREA players as the best tournament 
game Tor play at conventions, ft is balanced, well- 
known, depends almost exclusively on skill, and has 
been studied and written about in the GENERAL 
since the "'Dark Ages" of Avalon Hill history, 

Avalon Hill, unfortunately, chose AFRIKA 
KORPS over STALING RAD as “the tie-breaker" 
at tournaments. Logically AK was the number one 
game played at the last Origins (45 games). 


However, STALINGRA D was a close second with 
36 games played and it was chosen by both the 
finalists and semi-finalists for play in those rounds, 
AFRIKA KORPS was hardly even played in the 
last three rounds, 

Avalon Hill again dealt a death blow to 
STALINGRA D by putting it in their mail order line 
only. Taking its place is RUSSIA N CAMPAIGN, a 
move which will surely place STALINGRAD 
further into obscurity. 

It is unfortunate that both of these games lack 
the rules to make them as good a tournament game 
at a convention as STALINGRAD is, AFRIKA 
KORPS can be won by one die roll, a “one" by the 
Germans attacking Tobruch at 1-1. RUSSIAN 
CAMPAIGN is too long and still draw prone 
despite the revisions in the rules. Possibly the finest 
tournament PRM game ever developed will die an 
unnatural death at the hand of its own creator. 

This SERIES REPLAY, played using the old 
PBM CRT but with the latest rules, is an illustration 
of the high level of play that STALINGRAD has 
achieved. It will either become a rallying standard 
for the “old guard" wargamers to barrage Avalon 
Hill with letters to keep this classic on their retail 
list, or possibly a eulogy for one of the finest games 
ever designed. 

Initial Russian Comment (after his set-up): Thisisa 
fairly standard type of setup, except that I like to 
avoid giving up more than one 2-3-6 to automatic 
victory attacks on the first turn. Every unit saved 
will be very important later, and a 2-3-6 saved now' 
actually turns into a 4-6-4 which would have to be 
sacrificed on the July or August turn before the 
replacement rate begins. 


German June Move: The Russian set-up has no 
tactical weaknesses except along the Prut A 
concentrated German effort here would be strategic 
suicide (lessening the alternatives available for 
future turns); therefore, a series of tactical “risks" in 
one specific area—along the Brest-Nemunas de¬ 
fense line seems to be the best prospect. Of the 
proposed 1-2 attacks, the 1-2 against S18 and the 1-2 
against the two 2-3-6’s on BBI5 would be the most 
spectacular if they succeed. On the PBM table there 
are 4 chances in 10 of success with only 3 chances in 
10 of an AElim. 

Neutral Comment: The Russian set-up is good , / 
like the 8 units on the Finnish border. Not placing a 
2-3-6 at U18 leaves SIS vuinerable and XI7 cannot 
be held next turn. I would have attacked SIS at 2-1 
since a lone 7-10-4 there on turn one is no less 
tempting than a single 7-10-4 in Brest Litovsk. I’ve 
seldom found sticking my nose into BB14 to be 
successful. It is better to attack CC14 from CC13 
only (one bigl-f three little l-2\s, and a 2-1 and 
soak-off etc J 

It looks like a good game shaping up—the 
Russian is apparently competent and the German is 
playing with intelligent aggressiveness. The big 
change in STALINGRAD play over the last few 
years is this: as the Russian play has improved to the 
point where very few units are poorly positioned, 
the German has been forced to take intelligent risks. 
Correctly anticipating Russian moves and properly 
positioning his own units in order to make 7-I's, 3- 
I’s and soak-offs is still the mainstay of German 
play , But making ten or so low odds attacks in the 
course of a game, at the right places and at the right 
times r is now necessary in order to create those high 
odds attacks. If the German catches a break on, say 
40% of those 1-2 1 1-1 f and 2-J’s, ids a good game. 



GEHIVf AN JUNE '41: The 28 & 29 infantry soak-off across the Siretul at 1-2 but arc repulsed loMMi 2. 
The main attack, a i-l by the 57th Armor and 20th Infantry vs 22 & 24 is dealt an A ELIM. The 
remaining 3-1 by 6 R, 2 3,54, and 55 vs 27 earns only art exchange but succeeds in staying across the 
Siretul. The assault on the Bug is bloodier. The German 24th Armored is lost in a 1-2 vs the Russian 
Lightweights, as is 3R in its 1-6 soak-off vs 36,13, and 14th Infantry. The remaining German might 


eliminates the Russian 12th at 4-1. But incompleting the necessary soak-offs the 7th is Lost in a 1-5 vs 
Brest-Litovsk, The Sth and Rt Ith do survive their I -3 on the same city. To the north the German 1-2 
gamble vs the Russian 3rd across the Nemunas hurts neither side as they retreat to LM6. The German has 
paid 31 factors to destroy 16 Russian factors, break the Siretul, and grab a perilous bridgehead across 
the Bug. 
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GERMAN it LY ‘41: The Russian compounds* he German headaches by destroying anal her ]2 Axis against the Nemunas— otic of which eliminate* a 7-lO^t in an exchange. The German* have traded 10 

factor* with AV\ vs ihe Finnish 2nd andbth, and a successful 3-1 against the German 14th SW of Brest, factors for 16 Russians -still a rate of attrition they can't long afford, 

Now down 43 factor*, the German settles for AY's vs the 2-3-* delaying units and a pair of l-2 T s 


Russian June Move: I'Ve never played against Joe 
before, so I don't know what to expect from him, 
other than that he is recognised as a good player. I 
am learning rapidly alter seeing his first move, 
however! Joe plays aggressively apparently, and 
doesn't wait around for 3-1 attacks and soak offs, 
which is usually slow suicide in this game against a 
competent Russian, l was very surprised by the 
audacity of a potentially expensive attack iti the 
Brest-Lilovsk area. I can't sit here and give up that 
city on turn I. hence my counterattack there. I just 
kepi my fingers crossed and hoped to avoid the 
exchange, which l did in grand style, 

German July Move: Losses are starting to mount 
and the Russian position is still as solid as a rock. 
Again* a series of tactical “risks” seems the best 
prospect- 1-2's on SIK and V19 look good. What a 
difficult position for Tom if they both work! Even 
one German victory here will pose quite a problem. 
The rest of the move is standard although 1 regret 
taking the I-1 in the south last turn with the 57th 
panzer. It was a dumb attack and a waste of a unit. 

Neutral Comment: Not placing two 5-7-4’x at SI9 
allows that favorite /-2 of Joe V Hike a Russian who 
can de fend well on the main front ami si Hi push the 
Finns around. Soaking off against BB15 again 
would he throwing good money after bad. Nothing 
to he gained by taking risks in the south. You've 
gotra like that 1-2 against Vi9. 


Russian July Move: Joe is really determined to get 
across the Nemunas early. As much as l would like 
to get an AElim on some of these lOTactor l-2 
attacks* at least I'm avoiding disastrous D Back 2 
results. The exchange of my 28th Infantry at this 
early stage could be serious* however* because it will 
be more difficult to make river lines secure against 3- 
t attacks. As much as ! would like to continue the 
offensive in Finland at an unabated rate, the 
situation at the main front requires the wiihdrawal 
of units, 

German August Move: Well* the Nemunas is 
assatillable, but what a soak-off* Maybe I should 
just kill the 17* 29* and 65? But with the losses I've 
taken I'll need Lo continue the gamble. Besides, if the 
Nemunas falls it will pave the way for a northern 
offensive in the early fall, a switch to the south in the 
late fall, and an attack in the south in the winter. 
This is the best strategy to win the game (I feel 
anyway)—constant pressure in the south so that the 
Russian does not hold up in Stalingrad on the last 
few turns of the game. 

Neutral Comm en t : V1 9 is in t rouble. Tom \ s going to 
make it expensive. The isf Armored at X19 is weak; 
just ask the 9th and 10th Infantry Corps , Placing 
only one unit at BBI5 is smart. 1 usually pul! back to 
the Dnestr (and HHI4) on the second turn. 


Joe made the classic attack on the Nemunas, 
Too bad IS factors can't reach EE13> avoiding a 
soak-off A ttacking 1114 is a good move. 

Russian August Move: l didn't expect Joe to attack 
across the Nemunas this turn with such abandoned 
disregard for the health and welfare of his troops 
after the substantial losses he suffered in the first 
two turns. It certainly paid off* though, as he got 
across with no greater losses than I suffered My 
northern half of the main front is in bad shape and 
the 3rd Infantry is the only unit or the big three 
remaining to defend crucial spots in the river lines. It 
looks like a rough winter, 

German September Move: What a blood bath! It's 
lime to coast and rebuild my army. Taking V19 with 
an exchange against the 4th cavalry was quite a 
lucky break. But with the PBM table it is much more 
beneficial to attack than the regular FTF table, 1 can 
continue my northern feint, southern punch 
strategy. 

Neutral Comment: The Russian seems to have 
panicked a /it tie and given up next turn's positions. 
How about holding HHI4 . FT 14. FFl6, and DDIS 
in the south and W2i) and 1T0 ih the north? There is 
an extra exposed unit but ZiS isn’t surrounded and 
may live . / would have another unit in Finland. 



GERMAN AUGUST ’412 The Russian July move eliminates only the Fl at 7-1 and August sees the 
German continuing his drive across the Nemunas—find with considerable success. 4,6, and R \ continue 
I heir luck of surviving l-3's, 8, U.and R4 do even better snaring a J-2 Exchange vs the 4|hC*v which 
ena bles the Germa n ma in a r mar thrust in ad vh nec aeros* 1 he river following their 34 DEL1M vithcSlh 
Ini 4R is eliminated in the resulting l-fr soak-off vs 9. 10 but 17 and R5 again cost the Russian a unit by 


earn mg an Exchange in I heir 1-2 vs ihe 1st Armor. The German enjoys less luck to the souih . .only 
pushing back the 65th and I7ih to AAt7 and HHfJ in their respective FI's The Russian 24th is 
eliminated in a 4-1 but all the German soak-offs areetiminaied, 38vs2ai 1-3* 35vs 35at I and 2,55 vs 
13.42 at 1-3, 
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Knocking off those Finns and getting the Russian 
units to the main front in three turns is the Russian 
ace in the hole. 

There are no worth while risks available to the 
German so he does what he has to* If earlier losses 
hadn't been so high, the Russian units beginning 
their retreat along the DO hexrow may have 
sweated out a I-L 

Russian September Move: At least there were no 
unexpected surprises this turn. The anticipated loss 
of the three 4-6's was bad enough. Even though my 
Finnish offensive has been prematurely curtailed, 
what I do have going there has been going weU in the 
combat results. 

German October Move: My losses are considerable 
but so are TonTs, especially his losses in big units. 
With my meager army 1 will have to use the indirect 
approach and automatic elimination as much as 
possible. Soak-offs and low-odds attacks must be 
selective. In the south I must look for any 
opportunity to hurt the Russian position. I he 
German forces must rest and rebuild, This is 
definitely not a typical game. 

Neutral Comment: The Russian is playing well. 
Maybe FF1S (not surrounded) and DD20 (no DB2 
into the swamp) would be better. Riga looks safe . 

As he did last turn the German takes what the 
Russian gives him. It is not as expensive as last turn 
so the German felt he could now afford an attack on 
those DO units—an "intelligent risk/* The Russian 
is about to be winkled out of Minsk. 

Speaking of taking what the Russian gives. / 
think that this is really the essence of German 
strategy. He has to he strategically flexible (transla¬ 
tion: opportunistic). Thoughts early in the game of 
"heading for Moscow" or ’'taking Leningrad first" 
ser ve m a inly to limit German flex ib ility. 

Russian October Move: Ouch! The exchange 
against my units on DDI9 hurt. I can see that I will 
be short on units for holding the Dnepr this winter, 
so that river wi11 probably fail early. I really regret 
the suspension of attacks in Finland, as it ties down 
several units just to keep those Finns contained. 1 
hope to resume the offensive there as early as 
possible, 

German November Move: The first winter is the 
most important phase of STALINGRAD , With a 
reduced German army l must employ the indirect 
approach to the utmost forcing the Russian to 
defend the wav 1 want him to. The south is the key 
and GG22 is the critical hex. By defending along the 
Dnestr one more turn, Tom has limiied his retreat 
and 1 must take advantage of the situation. 

Neutral Comment: Pulling guard duty in Finland 
may hurt Tom later on. Those three 5-7-4's should 
be back to the Bug in case of bad weather (which 
happened )l But as with previous moves, any 
criticism on my part has been primarily concerned 
with nitpicking helped by 20-20 hindsight. The only 
criticisms approaching a serious level involve the 
hasty retreat (shown in German Sept. '41 move) and 
the slackening of pressure in Finland , And, 
arguably, Tom's right and Tm wrong even there , 
The Russian is playing well; the German will have to 
play well and catch a couple more breaks (not many) 
in order to win* At this point getting A Backs (vs. A 
EH ms) on soak-offs becomes important. 

The German has obviously positioned himself 
well for his next move. 

Russian November Mover I want to delay one more 
turn before giving Joe a good chance at the Dnepr, 
but that river is sure to fall in January due to the 
shortage of Russian units in the middle. Joe 
certainly knows how to get the most mileage out of 
his armored units by maintaining them in strategic 
locations until needed on the from. Hopefully I can 



GERMAN SEPTEMBER H 4L The Russian withdrawal is a bit 
overgenernils, Even so, more Russian units have been withdrawn 
from Finland leaving only four Red units, in Finland to face five Axis 
units—one of which (F?) is eliminated at 4-1 As a result of the 


Russian Large stale withdrawn] the battered German army rests and 
gratefully accepts the three AV'a against the Russian delaying units 
(3.65.22). 



GERMAN OCTOBER 41 1 The Russians have dipped into their 
strength along the Davina to return the 2nd Infantry to Finland where 
it takes pan in a successful 5-1 vs F'GU reducing Axis strength there 
to three units and i I factors. The first Russian replacements appear 
11.15) to lake up delaying positions. 


With Mud as the weather the German takes the two A V“s offered 
by the Russian (T 5.42). and tries a prudent gamble vs the Russian 2nd 
and [7th at l-l and is rewarded with an exchange, For the first lime 
the German has extracted u favorable rale of attrition; 3 German to 21 
Russian factors. 



GERMAN NOVEMBER 4h Despite the arrival of the 2nd and 
I5th Armor and 4th Cav as replacements the Russian is feeling the 
piece shortage and baits the Finnish front to a garrison of just three 
units to contain the three remaining Axis units. The German settles 


for attacks vs the Russian delaying units but his armies 1 weakness is 
demonstrated and further advanced by the exchange vs ihe JOth 
infantrv, The 2nd and 7ih fall to AV’s, 
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bloodshed and slows the arrival of red reinforcements—only the 7th 
Armored getting into position. The 2nd and 8th Infantry take up 


vs delaying units 7. 4, & 15 Armor 



Finland as the Russians mass their garrison fora 4-1 across the ice on 
the I Oth PCi and maintain their perfect record of D Elims. The 
German, unable to reach undefended Leningrad due to snow, relreais 
to Helsinki and sends FX4 on a run into ihe hinterlands. 

On the main front the Russian offers only one sacrificial delaying 


the German does cross the Dnepr wit ha .1 -1 DB2 vs the 29th The bulk 
of German force is based at Minsk for maximum maneuverability on 
the next turn. The Kus&ian reinforcements are beginning to tell (28, 
15, 7) and more than counterbalance the reappearance of the [4ih 
bringing the German armor hack to full strength. 



GERMAN FEBRUARY '42; Strengthened by the arrival of 
replacements in the form of the 10th I nf, 2nd Cnv, and 2nd Armor the 
R ussia n nonetheless fal l s a way from the Dne p r gi vi ng a way several 
potential doubled positions. The German follows as best he can given 


the weather, AVing the I 5th Armor and taking Dnepropetrovsk with 
a 3-| u Elim vs the 36th. The German 4£lh Infantry survives the M 
soak-off, thus allowing the German to lake no losses while 
eliminating 10 Russian factors and gaining much valuable ground, 


keep the breakthrough to one point on turn one and 
hold segments of the river for another turn before 
facing the problem of wide-open central Russia, 

German December Move: I have decided after 
much deliberation not to assault FF22 with two I- 
2*s because of the weakened condition of the 
German army. This may he the most critical turn of 
the game. 1 hope my choice to play conservative for 
a while does not blow the game. 

Neutral Comment: There is one Russian unit too 
many atony the Divina, especially since the Dnepr 
will he in trouble next turn , 

Given his somewhat higher than normal losses 
to this point and given the 3-1 opportunity along the 
Dnepr next turn, the German takes the (correct in 
wv mind) conservative approach this turn , 


Russian December Move: Well, kiss the Dniepr 
goodbye ihis turn; it was nice for the short time it 
lasted. My amazing luck in Finland continues, 
thank goodness! 1 could use some of those units on 
the main front, 

German January Move: I should have made the two 
l’2*s. Resistance in the south is stiffening. I can 
breach the Dnepr hut 1 will need a DElim to be close 
to catching the Russian replacement rate. 

Neutral Comment: There is not much to he said. 
Sacrificing only three factors is alw ays nice. The 
German concentration at Minsk (threatening both 
the Divina and the Dnepr) is a good move. 

The Opening Game ends and the Middle Game 
(covering the period from the Dnepr to the Don) 
Mill begin a turn or two earlier than most games. 


Russian January Move: I would sure like an 
exchange or two on these doubled 3-1 attacks to 
reduce the German army further, but 1 can't 
complain about the D Rack 2, 1 could hang on to 
more of the Dnepr this turn, but defenders at Y24 
and Z24 would be in trouble next turn trying to get 
out of there safely. In addition I believe that 
delaying out in the open would get me no advantage 
in the long run, and i would be pushed back to the 
same place by April, but at a greater loss in units. I'll 
definitely need every unit I can scrounge up to 
defend the ever-lengthening front against the 
summer offensive, so HI continue to fall back to the 
Kursk-Kharkov line giving up only one 2-3-6 and 
building strength for the summer, 

German February Move: What is this? The Soviets 
run away! Maybe it's a good idea giving up space for 
an increased army but I have never seen it done to 
this extent before. I have gained quite a few turns by 
this move, but my army is scrawny and l will need 
some DElims to keep the momentum going. 
Exchanges or DBack2’s won't help. The north is 
oversolidified with Russian hordes. Let's keep it 
that way with the indirect approach so that progress 
will continue in the south. 

Neutral Comment: Rather than contain the German 
bridgehead at Kiev with a couple of units and hold 
the rest of the Dnepr , Tom decided to pull back^ 
shades of August '41! The German looks a little thin 
on the ground until the Hungarians and Italians 
arrive, hut he's gobbled up a lot of territory. I would 
give Joe the edge at this point to win the game. That 
is, the game can now be won without low odds 
attacks and should not be thrown away. 


But M ill it be? That question and much more will 
be answered next time when we continue with a 
study of the Middle and End Game in concluding 
the STALINGRA D Series Replay. 
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WAR AT SEA & The French Navy 


by Dr. Joseph Connolly 


France went under on June 17, 1940. With her 
went the hopes of a short war in the West. But also 
with her collapse went the fear that the French Fleet 
would become a part of the German war machine. 

Article 8 of the French Armistice simply stated 
that the French Fleet, except that part left free for 
safeguarding French Colonial interests, “shall be 
collected into ports to he specified and there 
demobilized and disarmed under German and 
Italian control." This apparently meant that French 
warships would pass into AX IS control fully armed 
and operation ah 

The collapse of France had been sudden, but 
Admiralty Staff studies had lor seen such a possibili¬ 
ty. The studies had pointed out the grave conse¬ 
quences to England should the might of the French 
Fleet be wielded against British commerce around 
the world. The Allies would be over the proverbial 
barrel, lor the British Fleet would not he stronger 
than both AXIS Fleets plus the French, 

T he studies had concluded that should France 
fall out of the alliance, the French Fleet must be 
neutralized, either by the terms of the Armistice, 
through voluntary internment, or by destruction at 
the hands of the Royal Navy. 

Thus the Admiralty prepared to strike following 
the surrender of France. But the strike was to be 
complicated for a great part of the French Fleet was 
in locations where the British could not bring 
effective naval pressure. On the 1st of July, the 
French capital ships were disposed as follows; In 
Portsmouth & Plymouth -2 BBs; In Alexandria —I 
BIT 3 CA; At Oran -2 BBs, 2 BCs; At Algiers-4 
CAs; At Casablanca, Dakar, and the French West 
Indies, the JEAN BAHT, RICHELIEU and the 
BEARN. I he rest of the Fleet was in Toulon. 

On the dawn of July 3rd, the British seized the 
ships in Portsmouth, Plymouth, and Alexandria, 
Also at dawn Force H sailed from Gibraltar under 
Adm. Somerville, arriving off Oran at 9:30, 
Following a day of misunderstandings and much 
frantic signalling, Adm, Somerville followed his 
direct orders and attacked the French at 5:54. 

In the short engagement, the HR ETA GNE was 
blow n up. the PROVENCE was beached, and the 
DUNKERQUE ran aground. Only the STRAS¬ 
BOURG escaped, although she was hit by torpedo 
planes before reaching Toulon. 

With this sour note the final chapter was written 
on the major part of the French Fleet, Only the 
C OUR BERT, LORRAINE, and RICHELIEU saw 
extensive Allied active service out of the 7 capital 
ships in the French Navy, Despite possession of 
many of the others, the Germans never manned any 
of the ships against the Allies. 

Were the British right in their assessment of the 
situation, and the subsequent attack on Oran? 
Could more time have persuaded the French Adm. 
Darlan to join the Allies and bring the French Fleet? 
These and many other questions concerning the 
French Navy have been source for controversy since 
July of 1940. 

THE FRENCH NAVY 

That the French had such a strong navy in 1939 
was a product of the naval arms race that began 
following WWL Escalation became so expensive 
that an armaments conference was called. On 
November 12, 1921. the participants of the naval 
armaments conference met for the first time in 
Washington, Through her ability to outbuild the 


other nations, the USA was able to outline 
restrictions and coerce the other nations into 
agreement, 

A relative ratio of strength among the naval 
powers was laid down as follows; United Kingdom: 
USA: Japan: France: Italy as 5:5:3:1:75:L75. Other 
restrictions, such as max gun size and max weight 
set at 35,000 tons, were written into the documents. 

Alter three months of negotiations, the delegates 
signed the agreement in Feb, 1922. It turned out to 
he one of the few successful international agree¬ 
ments since it slowed the arms race, but even it was 
violated by all the signees. 

The Immediate consequence of the treaty was 
the surrendering of Britain's century-old position as 
the world's strongest naval power. Also, through the 
treaty, France came to he the world's 4th most 
powerful naval presence. 

By September 1939, the four European powers 
had built themselves to strengths shown in the chart. 
The French Fleet was the second largest and control 
of the Mediterranean was based on equal force 
application by both the British and the French. 

The French Fleet was based on a combination of 
modifications to WWI ships and a strong building 
program which had matured earlier than the Italian 
program. In all, the Fleet contained 7 capital ships, 2 
modern Battlecruisers, an aircraft carrier based on a 
converted battleship, and 7 new 8“ cruisers built 
from 1925 32. 

The old battleships were of two classes. Three of 
the ships were of the COURBER Tclass, These were 
the COURBERT, PARIS, and OCEAN (although 
the latter was a training ship and not seaworthy). 
Mounting 12-12" guns and displacing 23,000 tons, 
these ships were modernized in the 30's, but still 
represented holdovers awaiting scrapping when the 
Treaties would allow new construction. The other 
class, the PROVENCE, consisted of three ships, the 
PROVENCE . BRETAGNE, & LORRAINE 
Designed and built in the period 1912-20. they were 
refitted in the 30's and were representative of ships 
throughout the world. With 10-13" guns on 23,000 
tons, they were the French equivalent of the British 
QUEEN ELIZABETH Class, although slightly 
slower (more so after the refit). Nonetheless, they 
remained an effective fighting force. 

France laid down her first two new ships in '32 
and '34. These were the Battle Cruisers DUN¬ 
KERQUE and 5’ ER A SBOURG, of 26,500 tons and 
mounting 8-13" guns in two turrets forward. Both 
had been designed in 30/32 and were built solely for 
political reasons, allegedly as a “reply" to the 
German 10,000 ton armored ships, but no doubt 
also with an eye to the upcoming Italian Battleships, 
The proportion of armor relative to the design 
displacement reached 36.8% which was the highest 
value recorded until then, although all thicknesses 
were such that they should be described as just at the 
lower limit of acceptable. The arrangement of 
armor relative to the bow was unsatisfactory in that 
hits forward of the main turrets would have resulted 
in the ingress of water with a resulting reduction in 
speed. In any case they were superior to the 
D E U TSC H L A N D Class o f poc k ct ba tt le s h i p s. 

1 he next class of ships laid down by the French 
Government was the RICHELIEU Class, begun in 
1935 and planned for 4 ships. This class was to be 
armed with 8-15” guns in two forward turrets akin 
to the arrangement of the DUNKERQUE, They 
were also to carry 15-6" guns, later reduced to 9, 


With a weight of 43,000 tons (announced as 35,000, 
later revised to 38,500) the first ship, the RICHE¬ 
LIEU i had 16.500 tons of armor 37% of the ships 
displacement. The second ship was started in 1936. 
and was planned for somewhat more weight, 46,500 
tons. The JEAN BA R T was only about 75% 
complete when the Germans overran France, but 
was sailed from France, finally reaching Casablan¬ 
ca, l lie third ship, t he C' L EM ENC EA i . wa s o n ly 
about 10% completed and was declared German 
war booty. The fourth ship of the class was to have 
been the GASCOGNE. However, in I93X the design 
for this ship was completely changed with a different 
layout planned for the 15" and 6" guns. The war 
postponed the laying down of this ship, and at the 
time of the French collapse only 6% of the materials 
had been allocated. 

Last in the list of French capital ships was the 
BEARN , a NORMANDIE Class BB converted in 
1927 to the first French Aircraft Carrier. With a 600" 
flight deck, design called for two hangar decks 
providing capacity for 40 aircraft. 

The French also built 7 modern 8" gun Cruisers 
between 1925 and 32. Not much can be said about 
them other than they were generally comparable to 
the normal interwar CAs built by Italy. U,K , and 
the U,S, However, they were not in the same class as 
the BLUCHERS or the Japanese MYOKOs. 

With this navy the French entered the war in 
1939. It was obvious that they were more than a 
match for the Italians, and along with the available 
British forces, the Allies opened the war with 
control of the seas. 

WAR AT SEA VARIANT 

WAR A T SEA is a strategic simulation of the 
naval war in the west in WWll. This variant is 
intended to put the French Fleet in the game, and to 
allow it to continue through 1940 with the Fleet 
allocation based on the relative strengths of the 
AMIES and the AXIS at the beginning of turn 2. It 
docs not add balance to the game, nor was it 
intended to. What it does add is the influence that 
ihe French Fleet could exert in this theater. 

A, Changes to Ihc Mapboard 

Add Gibraltar as a port in Southern Europe at 
the eastern end of the Mediterranean. Movement 
from Gibraltar can be either into the Mediterranean 
or the South Atlantic, and disabled Allied ships can 
return there from either sea area, Gibraltar has 1 
point of repair facility and cannot be bombed. It is 
always an Allied port. 

B, Changes to the Navies 

/. Die German Navy -Two or the pre-WWt 
DEUTSCHLAND class BBs were refitted in 1935- 
36 and took part in W Wll. At 13,000 tons and fitted 
with 11” guns they were slightly more powerful than 
modern cruisers. Due to their lire control and gun 
systems they do not receive the German bonus. New 1 
U nits: SCHL ESIEN (1-1-3): SCHLES WIG - 
HOLSTEIN 11-1-3) 

2. 7 he Fret u h Na \ t F o r l he va r i a n 11 he Fre n ch 
Navy consists of 7 completed KBs. I A/C, the 7 
modern 8" cruisers, and the JEAN BAHT. New 
Units: RICHELIEU (5-6 7): JEAN BART{ 3-6-7): 
COURBERTi 2-3-3): OCEAN (2-3-3): PAR IS (2-3- 
3): BEARN (0- 1-6(1)): PROVENCE (3-3-3): BRE¬ 
TAGNE (3*3-3): LORRAINE (3-3-3): DUN¬ 
KERQUE (4-3-7): S TRA SBO URG (4-3-7): 
A LG ERIE. CO L B ER T, DU P L EIX, D U- 
QUESNE , FOCH. SUFFREN, TOURl !LLE{\-V 
7), 
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C. Rules Changes 

/. Disposition of the French Fleet: 

I Iic French Reel is always controlled by the 
Allies during turn 3 French ships begin the game in 
Malta which represents the French home ports of 
Oran and Toulon, The exception is the JEAN 
BART which comes in as a replacement on turn 2 in 
France. 

After turn 1. dice arc thrown for control of the 
individual ships of the fleet, with control as follows: 
If the AXIS is ahead 2 or more POC then: 

23 1 4,5 - AXIS control 

6.7.8 - scuttled 

9,10,11,(2 = ALLIED control 

It the AXIS k even or ahead 1 POC: 

23,4 - AXIS control 

5.6.7.8 = scuttled 
9J0JIJ2 = ALLIED control 

Otherwise: 

23 = AXIS control 

4,5,6,7,8 - scuttled 
9,10,11,12 ALLIED control 

Once control is established, the ships under 
AXIS control then go to the AXIS port in the sea 
area where the ship was located at the end of turn I. 
ALLIED controlled ships do not move. 

2 , French ship movements: 

On lurn 2 no French ship may sail. This reflects 
the internal French struggle and required ship 
refitting. 

At the start of turn 8 all French ships in AXIS 
control are scuttled. This is the reaction of the 
French to get on the winning side, as the European 
landings are taking place. 

3, ALLIED air strikes: 

The ALLIES lacked sufficient land based air in 
the Mediterranean at the start of the war. No 
ALLIED land-based air strikes allowed in the 
Mediterranean on turn L 

4, German commerce raiders: 

The Germans knew when the war would start, 
and were able to put the commerce raiders on 
station. On turn I the German "pocket battleships” 
may start in any sea area. 

J. A LUED ship reallocation: 

With the Japanese attack in the Pacific, the 
ALLIES had to send the PRINCE of WAL ES and 
the REPULSE to help. They weren't much help. 

The ALLIED player must remove these two 
ships from the board at the start of turn 4. If they are 
sunk, then he must remove two capital ships (other 
than carriers). 

D. Changes in Points of C ontrol 

The Mediterranean was a vital focal point for 
the ALLIES during the war. Only in the Med iter- 


ranean could they bring pressure against the 
German ground forces early in the war. This 
pressure led to the AX IS defeat in North Africa, and 
the eventual fall of Italy. 

...MEDITERRANEAN- 3 points for AXIS 
control , . . ALLIED Fleet presence in the Medi¬ 
terranean helped keep the neutrals quiet and kept 
the Italians from an aggressive naval policy. Tor this 
reason, it was imperative that some ALLIED ships 
remain in the Med regardless of w ho controlled the 
sea. If at the end of a turn the ALLIES do not have 
at least one ship in Malta, award the AXIS ] POC. 

Perspective 

Given the above variant and the outlined 
probabilities of control of the individual ships, 
IVAS can be extended to include the effects of the 
French Fleet, it must be granted that the selection of 
the criteria for division of the ships is somewhat 
arbitrary. No important French ships fought for the 
AXIS. However, there existed some doubt as to 
whether they would. Certainly the Admiralty would 
not have risked the action off Oran had there been 
no chance of the Germans obtaining parts of the 
French Fleet. 

The advantage of a strategic simulation is that if 
you do not agree with the method of ship allocation, 
you are free to change it. /T\ 



DIPLOMACY WORLD is a quarterly magazine 
on Diplomacy which is edited by Waller 
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TABLE OF NAVAL STRENGTH as of Sept. 

,, 1939 


British Fleet 

German Fleet Italian Fleet 

French Fleet 
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building & 
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building Sc built building Sc 

built 

building & 



projected 


projected projected 


projected 

Battleships 

12 

7(a) 


4(b) 4 4 

7 

3(e) 

Battle Cruisers 

3 


2 


2 


“Pocket Battleships” 
Aircraft Carriers 

? 

6 

3 

2(c) 

1 

1(0 

Heavy Cruisers* 

15 


2 

3(d) 7 

7 

3(g) 

* Modern or refitted Heavy Cruisers 


(dj two never built 



(a) two never huilt 




(e) Jean Bart launched, other two never built 

(b) two never built 




(0 never built 



(c) none built 
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ELITE CLUB 

Good news for Elite Club members. From now 
on your Elite Cluh Discount coupons are good 
towards the Mail order purchase of any Avalon 
Hill game direct from Avalon Hill not just the 
Mail Order only variety. 

Discounts arc applicable only to those mem¬ 
bers of the Elite Club who staple their 1977 
calendar year Elite Club ticket to their order. Used 
or lost Elite Cluh tickets are not replaced under 
any circumstances. 

You too can become a member of the Elite 
Club To qualify you must place a mail order for 
any six Avalon Hill games. No discounts apply to 
this qualifying order. W hen placing such an order 
be sure to ask for your Elite Club membership 
card tickets to insure we don't forget. 

You’ll then be a lifetime member of the Avalon 
Hill Elite Club & eligible for discounts on games 
purchased directly from Avalon Hill every year for 
the rest of your life—PROVIDING you don't lose 
the membership card. Absolutely no lost cards will 
be replaced. 

J his offer does not include a free subscription 
to the GENERA L r and is not to be confused with 
the initial offering made in 1974, Your game order 
must total at least S5Q to qualify you for 
membership and can not include any game more 
than once. 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE GENERAL 



Did you get to your favorite hobby shop too 
late to get the last issue of THE GENERA L? Why 
take a chance subscribe now and have each issue 
mailed directly to your home—and at a consider¬ 
able savings over the newstand price. By opting for 
the 2 year, twelve issue subscription you save 50% 
over the S! 30 single issue cost. Charge your order 
if you like to your MASTER CHARGE, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, or VISA credit card. 
Sorry, no COD orders accepted. 

To ortkr The GENERAL, check the proper box: 

□ new □ renewal 

Name ----- 

fPlease Print) 

Address------ Api. No.,——^—_ 

City—------- 

State._„_—_Zip —- 

.Subscription price in ihe U S. 57.50 a year, SJ2/2 years. Canada, 
j Mexico $10.50 a year: SJS/2 yearn. Foreign £13.50 a year; £24.'2 
years United Stales lsi class delivery—add S3.60/year. 
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PanZerBlitl 1941 PanzerBlitz 

Situation 


Map Configuration ^ 


By William A. Farone 
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Bill farone is a member of the Old Guard who 
does most of his playing by mail. A s such it comes as 
no surprise that he presides as an official judge for 
AH IKS postal FNZBLTZ games. ’ A NIKS, by the 
w ay, is the exclusive (adults only) national club 
devoted entirely to postal play of wargames . As so 
Jew of the new games these days are suitable to phm 
it is only natural that a postal buff such as Bill would 
favor us with yet another Situation 13 for one of his 
favorite postal games. 

Although many situations have appeared for 
PanzerBlitz the early actions of 1941 have not heen 
developed as fully as the time period from 1942 to 
the end of the war. This is somewhat unfortunate 
because it was in 1941 that the German Blitzkrieg 
achieved some of its greatest successes. This period 
deserves more attention because part of the lure of 
games of armored warfare is to recreate the 
sit ua lions where the speed and firepower of the lank 
allow for an intense, fast-paced struggle. 

The situation presented here is based on a typical 
skirmish immediately after the crossing of the 
Russian border. Elements of a Russian Rifle 
Division face the onslaught of the lead elements of a 
Panzer Division. The situation in mind is the 
crossing of the Bug River hy Guderian's 2nd Panzer 
Group on the way to Minsk, 

The objective for the Germans is to destroy as 
many Russian units as quickly as possible and to 
break through to the East keeping their route open 
for the units that follow. The Russians have to 
extract w hatever toll they can in German units and 
block the roads thus slowing the blitz. 

Only Board 3 is used and it is oriented such that 
the gully squares between rows V and Z are to the 
West, This places Grabyosh on the East edge. 


All the units are contained in the standard game. At 
this time in the history of the war the attack and 
defense factors of the German Panzer units should 
be less than that printed on the counters because 
earlier versions of the tanks were in use. However, 
they arc left as they are to simulate the advantage 
that the Germans had due to surprise and tactical air 
superiority. These factors can be included this way 
without the requirements lor anv extra rule which 
may be helpful to future designers of 1941 scenarios. 

The gully squares on the Western half of the 
board represent the Bug River and 3Z9 is the only 
allowed crossing point. The Russian units set up 
first East of row T, The Germans set up West of the 
River and move first. The game length is 9 turns. It 
should be noted that game length in this situation is 
a good way of handicapping when players are not of 
equal experience or skill. A game of 12 turns makes 
the German job much easier. The only special rule 
that has been added for the sake of logic is that all 
German infantry and guns must be carried by trucks 
or halftracks. This is the lead element of the attack 
and the tanks are not to be slowed down picking up 
or carrying infantry or guns! 

The Germans get I victory point for each 
Russian unit destroyed plus J point for each 
armored vehicle or loaded transport unit off the 
East edge by the end of the game, Once exited, units 
may not return. The Russians gel I point for each 
German unit destroyed and 3 points for each town 
or road hex occupied at the end of the game. In 
addition the Russians get a 5 point bonus if the 
Germans fail to exit 8 or more armored vehicles or 
IU points if they fail to exit 5 or more. The side with 
1-5 more points achieves a marginal victory, 6-10 
points achieves a tactical victory and more than 10 
points is a decisive victory. 


For the German player time is of the essence. If 
he tries to play a “safe” game he can run into time 
trouble and have to give up valuable road and town 
squares. He must find and destroy the Russian 
mobile units lest they block roads on the Iasi turn! 
An all out attack will result in some losses which 
must be made up either with exited units or Russian 
losses. The Russian player will find that there is just 
enough hiding space in the two towns and 4 woods 
areas hut any one of them can be easily attacked so 
that unit placemen! is critical. The situation is 
designed to allow several tactical options. The basic 
German decision is one of concentration while the 
Russians can play to delay at Opustoschenia with 
artillery to the rear or opi lor doing major damage 
to the German as soon as possible. 

The situation is balanced in the sense that either 
side can win but any individual playing can end up 
being highly unbalanced due to the difference in 
tactics selected. 

The difference between various tactical doc¬ 
trines w ill become apparent. The German can learn 
about the doctrine of committing armor in mass as 
opposed to piecemeal and the Russian can learn the 
value of using armor-piercing weapons at close 
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ARAB TANK TACTICS IN AIW 

Or Methods of Maneuvering Mighty Masses of Mobile Metal 

By Jim Stabler 


“Forty of us* and eight of you ... hut we're not 
afraid,'* shout the brave Arab tankers as they 
advance to meet their doom. Actually, I he Arabs 
have plenty to fear, for the Israelis have much more 
power at their command than their numbers 
indicate. This is as true on the mapboards of A RA B- 
ISRAELI WA R$ as it is on the battlefields of the 
Middle Ease 

This article is about Arab tank tactics in All's 
AIW. A novice might say* why does the Arab need 
subtle tactics? He just takes his overwhelming 
strength and rolls over his opponent. That poor 
fellow is in for a rude awakening as the dunes and 
ridges become littered with the remains of his once 
mighty armored force. In situation after situation, 
Tel Maschara, Bouer, Abu Agheila, Ras Sudar, 
and especially Kune lit a* we have a horde of Arab 
armor against a handful of Israeli tanks, yet the 
Arabs have anything but an automatic win; It is an 
uphill struggle all the way. 

Let us examine the reasons for this, A glance at 
the counters shows that an Arab tank unit is no 
match for an Israeli tank unit* even though both 
represent 5 tanks. The Israeli tanks outrange the 
Arabs, have superior firepower, and better armor. 
For example, in 1956. the main Arab lank is the T- 
34/85, which is up against AMX-13's and Sher¬ 
mans, The Israelis have a 2 or 4 hex range 
advantage* 13 to 16 attack factors versus 7 for the 
134/85, and 9 or 10 defense factors compared with 7 
for the T34/85, Thus, an Israeli unit will fire at an 
Arab lank unit at 2-1, in most cases, A single Arab 
unit fires back at 1-2, 

To lake a more modern example, consider the 
Israeli’s best M60A1 -against the Arabs best—T- 
62, The M60AI outranges ihe T-62 by 6 hexes, 
enabling it to blast the enemy without receiving fire 
in return. It has 25 attack factors versus 14 for the T- 
62, and is worth 16 in defense* while the T-62 has a 
defense of only 10 factors. Thus, the M60AI shoois 
at the Arab's best at 2-1, and receives fire at 1-2 
odds. Things haven't changed much since 1956, 
have they? 

But the Israeli advantages don't stop here. Split 
move and fire, representing superior Israeli tank 
handling* allow the Israelis to advance while still 
firing at the enemy, or to withdraw from a hot spot 
after rallying from a dispersal* Superior morale 
allows the Israeli tanks to recover more quickly 
from said dispersal than the Arabs. 

Even worse for the Arabs* careful inspection of 
the WEC reveals that in most Situations the Israeli 
tanks have doubled attack strength at ranges of 3 to 
6 hexes. Also note that in a hull down position, most 
Israeli tanks have 2 added to the die roll* while ihe 
Arah tanks gain only a + l benefit from cresls, ridges, 
and dunes. 

By now you may he tempted to abandon all hope 
of an Arab victory; but don't give up yet. Bravely 
say, "But we're not afraid . . and be aware lhai 
ihere is more to Arab tank tactics than "Hey diddle 
diddle, straight up the middle," There are many 
ways to apply superior numbers to neutralize some, 
ir not all, of the Israeli advantages. 

The Arabs can reduce their enemy's range 
advantage by carefully choosing the range at which 
they engage the Israelis. At 7 or 8 hexes away, both 
Arab and Israeli gunnery is at half effectiveness. 
This is a good range to engage the Israelis, Another 
good range is I or 2 hexes away, at w hich ^//gunnery 
is doubled. Also, close range tanks quickly become 


wrecks* which is generally to the Arabs favor* since 
I hey can usually absorb losses much more easily 
than the Israelis The challenge is in approaching the 
enemy without being blown away, A tricky player 
can often utilize dunes* ridges, and hills to make his 
approach. For example* the Arab units in Fig, I can 
approach to within one or two hexes of the Israeli 
tanks without suffering opportunity fire. 



Figiirv J 


Often the Israeli player doesn't leave any 
approaches uncovered. A useful tactic to employ is 
to stand off at a 7 or 8 hex range and get 2-1 or 3-1 
attacks on enemy units in an attempt to disperse 
enough of them to open up relatively safe avenues of 
approach. Even though the Israeli tanks will most 
likely rally on their next turn, they will lose their 
opportunity fire long enough Tor Arab armor to 
creep up on them. 

You can use your numbers to deny the Israelis a 
similar tactic. In many cases the Israeli units can 
make 2-1 attacks on stacks of Arab tank units, 
pinning down much of the Arab strength. By 
avoiding stacking—not always possible, because of 
lack of firing positions—the Israelis can fire on only 
one unit with each of his units, leaving most of the 
Arab units untouched. 

Dispersal also leads us to another expensive but 
effective maneuver* especially useful when the 
Israeli is short of units* and you are not* One unit 
can shoot at one hex, at most. When you are close to 
the enemy* within overrun range* and there are more 
hexes to overrun from than he has units to 
opportunity fire with, you can spread out, overrun 
his positions, and he assured that some of your units 
will survive to carry the attack home. See Fig. 2 for 
an example of this "metal wave" assault. Each of the 
ten Arab tank units is attacking from a different 
hex. Thus the three Israeli units can fire at only three 
Arab units. Even though the Arabs expect to lose 
three units* they can, in return, expect to heavily 
damage the Israelis with their overun attacks. 



Figure 2 


Another tactic involves the threat of overrun* hut 
usually doesn’t actually result in an overrun. 
Maneuver a force to within overrun range of an 
enemy unit defending an avenue of approach. On 
your next turn, maintain the threat while you 
maneuver other units closer and closer to the enemy. 
If he fires at your advancing tanks, he leaves himself 
vulnerable to an overrun attack. If he holds his fire 
you advance to better positions for the next turn. 
Often* you can maneuver the Israelis out of strong 
positions without a shot being fired* nor a die being 
lulled. 

The overrun threat is especially useful when the 
Arab arsenal includes BMP’s. Even though they 
have short range* they are as strong, offensively, as a 
1-55; and since their movement rate is 8 hexes per 
turn, they are an overrun threat from up to 6 hexes 
away. In a situation such as Fig, 3, the Israelis are in 
trouble. The Israeli tanks must hold their fire as the 
Arab tanks boldly take good positions. If the 
Israelis do fire, they expose themselves to destruc¬ 
tion at the hands (and guns) of the BMP’s lurking 
behind the dunes. This enables the Arabs to gel 
around the Israeli defensive positions, robbing the 
Israelis of their +2 hull down bonus, their range 
advantage, and also split move and fire capability. 
Although the> can still split move and fire, there is 
no favorable place to retreat to, since the Arabs are 
all over the Israeli rear. Those quick little BMP's 
that you find at Botzer and Marjayou are good for 
much more than hauling infantry. 



Figiirv ^ 


Note that while most units, including Israeli 
tanks, get a+2 hull down bonus, your Russian-made 
tanks get only a +l, since their guns cannot depress 
very far. How depressing! Therefore, you want to 
avoid the situation in which both sides arc firing 
from a hull down position. The Israeli needs his +2 
much more than you need your 4 I. Swapping shots 
with everyone hull down only gives the Israeli one 
more advantage. This situation can be avoided by 
using the tactics discussed above: sneaking through 
the terrain to get close to the Israeli units; using 
superior numbers to overrun a part of the enemy 
forces; and using the threat of overrun to move most 
of your forces on top of the Israelis, to maneuver 
them out of their good, hull down, positions. 

One last tactic is applicable to any game in which 
a more numerous attacker is up against a stretched 
defender. Spread out your forces to threaten every 
possible avenue of advance, forcing your enemy to 
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defend everywhere at once. Meanwhile, maintain a 
flexible reserve to overwhelm your enemy al one 
point. He will have great difficulty covering 
everything, let alone rushing reinforcements to a 
danger point. It will be only a matter or time before 
he runs out of troops and his line breaks. This tactic 
is most useful in a situation such as Kuncitra. The 
Arabs have overwhelming numbers here, if they do 
anywhere, and the Israelis arc stretched very thin 
indeed. By threatening every Israeli position, it is 
possible to mass against one spot and break 
through. Units threatening the other positions pin 
the Israelis in place, leaving the victims to fend for 
themselves. 

While the Arabs in A!W §re outclassed tank for 
tank, their numbers often make up for qualitative 
inferiority; but they must use tactics that take the 
best advantage of their numbers. In the contest of 
the many against the few, the many certainly have a 
chance. _. 

<S> 


D-DAY ’77 



James Stabler, a local gamer of considerable 
repute, has authored the third edition D-DA Y 
rules with co-development by Richard Hamblen 
and Don Greenwood. The D*DA Y revision was 
originally intended as just a dean up of a poorly 
done, outdated set of rules which had been passed 
up by the state of the art. D-D A Y has been one of 
our biggest sources of nut mail due to the 
incomplete and poorly done rules of the 1965 
edition. The current revision not only does away 
with the problem in presenting ambiguity-free 
rules, but also addresses play balance problems 
and incorporates design innovations which have 
been developed in the past decade; without going 
into complicated phase systems which would ruin 
the game's excellent postal characteristics. 

Among the changes are revised, more realistic 
supply rules which make South France a viable 
invasion site, strategic movement, tactical air- 
power. carpet bombing, river interdiction, and 
strategic fortresses whose capture affects the 
Allied replacement rate. But above all, these rules 
are ambiguity-free -a competitive postal player's 
dream and a 100% improvement to the old 
classic. 

The revised D-DAY rules sell for £2.00 plus 
postage costs, and are available only by mail from 
Avalon Hill. Due to overstock and the slowness 
with which retail supplies arc moved, these rules 
will not be found in D-DA Y games on the retail 
shelves for several years. If you order a D-DA Y 
game by mail, be sure to request the new rules. 
They will be provided free to mail order 
purchasers of the game if you request them with 
your purchase, Man land residents add 5% state 
sales tax. 



A,H. Philosophy , . . Continued from Pr. 2, Col. 3 

Game turns are leisurely until trouble breaks 
out—and then time is measured in seconds 
Hidden movement, ambushes, observation and 
creaking floor boards all play their part up until 
shotguns, carbines, Buffalo rifles, and revolvers 
open up—or until the players are suddenly 
locked in desperate hand to hand combat. 
TO TOW will be a fast, fun game for two or more 
players specifically designed so that many 
people can play at once, recreating the interplay 
of the old west. 

Fast on the heels of his AIR ASSAULT ON 
CRETE development chores, Randall Reed has 
blocked out his next design project. NORMANDY 
BEACHHEAD \n\W be a tactical/operational level 
game of the Normandy landings and the 
subsequent counter-attacks and eventual 
breakout. Tentatively, the scale looks to be 
battalion/regiment level with 2 kilometer hexes 
and one-day turns. Emphasis wifi be on the 
functional differentiation between armored, 
infantry, and artillery units on a tactical level. 
The game will include a range of pre set 
scenarios as well as the capability for a monster 
campaign game of the entire breakout period. 
Rules will Include supply, air bombardment and 
interdiction, naval fire support, parachute 
assault step-loss combat results system (flip- 
counters and substitute ’remnant" counters), 
impulse movement and multiple combat 
capabilities. Although it will use a very large 
mapboard and an impressive number of unit 
counters, ihe designer stresses that this will not 
be an unplayable "monster ' game. Elegance 
and efficiency of the basic game mechanisms 
will ensure a rapid and action-oriented design. 

The premiere issue of ALL STAR REPLAY 
due out shortly will introduce the longawaited 
updated team charts for the Sports Illustrated 
Football Game, PAYDIRT! All 28 NFLteamswill 
be included in the chart package, which will 
reflect the 1976 team ratings. As a bonus, the 
$7,00 chart set will also include a completely 
revised set of rules for PAYDIRTL which takes 
into account recent NFL rules changes (such as 
kickoffs from the 35 yard line), and contain a 
whole set of advanced rules, covering such 
areas as: razzle-dazzle plays, two-minute 
offenses, runbacks of fumbles and missed field 
goals, quick kicks, coffin corner punts, fake 
kicks, and even a unique "point-spread" system 
that allows even the weakest team in the game 
set to win (relatively speaking) against a team 
like the mighty Oakland Raiders. 

There’s both good news and bad news for 
postal game players. The good news is that we 
will offer the RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN PBM kits 
you ve been asking us for. The bad news is that it 
will cost $6.00 ($3.00 for a half kit) plus postage 
charges. Furthermore, all PBM kits will go up in 
price correspondingly. We hadn't realized how 
much of a loss we were taking on these kits until 
we investigated the costs of doing a new one. 
Postal enthusiasts should also note that the 
GETTYSBURG PBM kit is for the '64 square grid 
version and not the '77 hex edition. 

Owners of Battle!ine'e SUBMARINE game 
can earn themselves a free copy of our revised 
version { U-BOAT) by volunteering their services 
as playtesters/proof readers. The game is too far 
along the publication process to be subjected to 
one of our full by-mail playtest programs but we 
do have roughly two weeks of final proof¬ 
reading and invite experienced players of the 


game to volunteer for the task. Those selected 
will have approximately two weeks to read 
copies of our typed manuscript—the purpose 
being not to playtest the game but to subject the 
rules themselves to a closer prepublication 
scrutiny by as many eyes as possible. Par¬ 
ticipants will be asked to respond almost 
immediately with written comments pertaining 
to clarity and completeness of the rules. Those 
who make significant contributions in terms of 
spotting omissions, ambiguities, or just plain 
poor grammar will be rewarded with a free copy 
of the finished product. Time is short however so 
volunteer for this project only if you can give it 
your immediate attention and are at least 16 
years of age. 

The initial response to SQUAD LEADER has 
been so overwhelmingly favorable that publica¬ 
tion of the promised expansion kits seems 
assured. Developer Don Greenwood is now 
accepting applications for by-mail playtest 
volunteers for the expansion kits. Those in¬ 
terested in applying should have a firm 
background in all aspects of SQUAD LEADER , 
have access to several other local SQUAD 
LEADER enthusiasts, and be willing to respond 
with in depth criticisms of the playtest kits. 

Vol. 14, No, 2 proved to be a love-hate affair 
among the readers. There was little middle 
ground between the rave 1 and 2 ratings of 
KINGMAKER enthusiasts and the equally rav¬ 
enous but definitely less friendly 9 and 10 s of 
the more conventional WWII battle game fans. 
When all was said and done our 200 random 
raters had decided on a 3,27 for the issue—the 
best rating of the year to date. There were, 
however, a growing number of complaints about 
the lack of diversity in the specialized GENER* 
ALs of recent vintage. While we can understand 
the plight of those subscribers not having the 
game which is featured we do feel that the 
concentration of theme for each issue is a 
definite necessity in our overall production 
picture. The special theme of each issue makes 
the magazine more relevant to hobby store sales 
where we are picking up a great deal of volume 
and also allows us to backlist issues of special 
interest to the many who request in depth 
coverage of particular games. Yet, we will 
endeavor to avoid "overkill" in the future and 
limit the features to less than half of the 
magazine. The new 4 page insert in effect 
increases the GENERAL to a 40 page 
magazine—an effect which was neutralized last 
time by the inclusion of 6 pages of advertising for 
the new '77 games. In short, we re going to 
attempt to have our cake and eat it too and aim 
for both a continuation of the feature presenta¬ 
tions and more diversity in the same issue. The 
article rankings on our 1200 point maximum 
scoring system were as follows; 


Playing Your Hand in KJNGMAKER .... 389 

Series Replay ALEXANDER .187 

In Praise of KINGMAKER ..154 

A Squad Leader Preview , ..,142 

More KINGMAKER Surprises.11S 

Avalon Hill Philosophy.70 

KINGMAKER By Mail.. 43 

Design Analysis: KINGMAKER Rules Explanation ... 34 

And Still More KINGMAKER Surprises.. 32 

Postal KINGMAKER Mechanics .. .31 
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Letters to the Editor ... 


Dear Mr. Greenwood; 

I wish to thank the Avalon H ill graphics team 
for their generally excel lent job on the PANZER - 
BLITZ Series Replay in VoL 13, No, 6, The 
relational system, of illustration of individual 
units’ moves is easier for me to follow than in 
previous scries replays involving this game. 

As with any undertaking of this size, there are 
inevitably graphical reproduction mistakes. 
Several of my hard core PBM PANZERBL1TZ 
opponents have informed me of various am¬ 
biguities and errors in the replay. So 1 would like 
to straighten out some of these gremlins in the 
graphic reproduction of that game, and ease some 
of the frustration of those who tried to replay the 
game. On Soviet turn one 954(142} should be on 
(he hex labeled “b". 821(184} is on hex “A". 
German unit 424 should be on 214, not 217 -the 
latter hex should be unoccupied on the defender^ 
opening turn. The hex labeled “J" on Soviet turn 
two should be labeled instead as U C'. And on 
German turn three, one might clarify that both 850 
and 631 go to 3Q6, with 621(41} on 3W8, Soviet 
units 421 and 434 on turn four are carrying 86 and 
85 respectively. In German turn four, the Wespe i$j 
carrying the 88, so the Wcspc alone fires on 956. 
The editor’s explanation above the illustrated turn 
five move is incorrect: German units 441,621. and 
41 should be on 3X3, 3CC6and 3DD5 respective¬ 
ly. A< lhal time, only 631 was on board one. 
Finally on Soviet turn seven, there should be no 
“D" label on 3V| ]—that hex is vacant. The L *D" 
label on 3R6 is correct* however. On Soviet turn 
three, infantry units 183, 184 and 145 on hexes 213, 
212, and 2E2 respectively are all mistakenly 
illustrated as being loaded They should be 
unloaded! And on the same turn, the truck on 
2H10 should be 432. not 423, In the editor^ turn 
four description above the illustration, Soviet unit 
426 on stack "O” should be carrying 32, Stacks H V” 
and “W” on the Soviet fifth turn arc nonexistent— 
those two hexes (2D4 and 2D5) should be 
unoccupied. 434(85) goes on 2C3,424(13) goes on 
2A3. 431(12) goes on 3B9. and 421(86) goes on 
2B3. Lastly, there were two errors of my own in the 
commentary. On page 22. second column, line 9, 
the last word should be 44 1 A8*\ not " I A3”. And on 
page 23. first column* line 12, the second word 
should be “821”, not “822” (latter deceased!). 

Hopefully no more of those gremlins have 

escaped my notice. 

Robert Chiang 
Berkeley, CA 

***** 

Dear Sin 

It was with considerable interest that I read 
Dwight Hamner’s recent criticism on my article 
'’Game Theory and 1776” and on probability 
articles in general- His primary objection was that 
the choosing of the Tactical cards prior to each 
battle was not subject to analysis by game theory. 
He rationalizes this by stating that each separate 
selection of Tactical cards for different attacks are 
not independent events, but a function of various 
parameters. He says “the geographic location of 
the battle, the relative time of the battle, as well as 
the composition and strength of the forces will all 
have impact on the choice of tactical cards." This 
statement is true, hut only in the sense that these 
factors have some bearing on which strategy to 
use, which in turn changes the odds concerning the 
selection of the various Tactical cards. However, 
to state that each selection is not an independent 
event is erroneous, (Game theory can be a complex 
subject, and St is easy to misconstrue certain 
concepts or fall into fallacious arguments. J.D. 
Williams’ book. The Com pleat Strategyst, is an 
excellent introduction to game theory, and I 
heartily recommend it to all novices,} Mr. 
Hammer's argument is akin to the classic example 
of flipping a coin one-hundred times, the result 
every time being heads. The first hundred results, 
however, have absolutely no bearing on the one- 
hundred and first toss. The chance for heads 
coming up is still fifty percent. Similarly, just 
because my opponent picked Enfilade Left last 
attack doesn't mean he won’t (or will) pick 
Enfilade Left again. 

The one complication to the above analysis is 
that in many cases the defender may attempt to 
break off the battle rather than indulge in a war of 
attrition. In these cases, an appropriate bias must 
be assigned to a successful Withdrawal result. This 
ls discussed in some detail in my article* but I 
should add that even biasing the Tactical Results 
Matrix does not preclude it from being successful¬ 
ly analyzed by game theory, All of M,r. Hamper’s 


“mitigating factors’*(odds, terrain, supply, etc.) do 
have a direct bearing orvwhich overall strategic 
policy should he assumed for each attack, and this 
policy can easily change from one allack to the 
next. But the only, and I emphasize only, effect 
that the selection of the tactical cards had is an 
adjustment to the die roll. Once I have chosen the 
appropriate strategy, the unit composition, odds, 
terrain, whatever, are all completely irrelevant. As 
attacker, I still want to maximize my chances of 
increasing the die roll adjustment, regardless of 
whether I have a force of all British regulars or all 
Tory militia. 

Mr. Hamner also claims that “a defensive 
player can anticipate and choose appropriate 
counter action"* if an “attacker consistently uses 
Recon in Force as dictated by the Game Theory 
Analysis,” This statement is 100% wrong. In fact, 
the whole point of game theory as to prevent such 
predictability, I assume that Mr. Hamner means 
by anticipation of my strategy that he will always 
pick Stand and Defend or Frontal Assault when 
confronted with my optimum approach (these two 
defenses give the best result for the defender 
against a Rccon in Force, which should be selected 
more often than any other single Tactical card 
when using the optimum strategy). If one bothers 
to compute the value of the game given the above 
situation, he will find that it is equal to zero, which 
is no improvement. As stated in my article, no 
possible strategy can be better, while many in fact 
are worse. If Mr. Hamner can find a strategy 
which consistently betters mine, I would be more 
than interested in knowing of if. 

Another statement Mr. Hamner makes is that 
“these articles (have a) negative impact in 
achieving market growth for AH." This is clearly a 
personal prejudice, and possibly even irresponsi¬ 
ble. Certainly we all have our different likes and 
dislikes concerning the various copies presented. 
My opinion is that only by providing a wide 
selection of subjects can we sustain and promote 
growth in the field. As to his specific objection that 
these articles cannot attract and bold younger 
audiences, i can only say that it was exactly these 
types of articles that whetted my interest both in 
playing and writing. 

And finally, Mr. Hamner states that he is "a 
little sick of . . . articles . . . which contain such 
superficial analysis,” Here I am almost incomplete 
agreement with Mr. Hamner. I, too, am somewhat 
weary of superficial: analyses, 

J. Richard Jarvinen 
Stuttgart, Germany 

*★★★★ 

Dear Don, 

This spring I sold about two dozen out of 
print games to about 75 people who responded to 
various ads in Hobby magazines. The single 
highest price for a game was over TRA FA LG A R, 

J sold it for $140 in cash to a person about SO miles 
from where I Live. 

TRAFALGAR has an interesting story. 
Approximately 125 copies of this game were put 
out in 1969 by Roger Cormier, who then lived in 
Bloomington, Indiana. (By the way, if anyone 
knows where Roger is, please send me his address). 
It sold then for SI I and was the highest priced 
game of that period- It used handmade plastic 
range finders, a very large vinyl mapboard, many 
counters (including 1* long Vf wide ship 
counters), plastic compartment tray, and rules. An 
early STRATEGY £ TACTICS (vol. II no, 5) 
rated it excellent and outstanding in every 
department, though it is a long tactical game 
taking 12 hours to play. By state of the art 
standards it is still almost up to the standards of 
WOODEN SHIPS & IRON MEN. 

At Origins I an auctioned copy sold for .150. 
Then, in the Late winter of 1975-6, an ad was 
submitted to the GENERAL offering to sell 
TRAFALGAR and VIETNAM (1 sold my copy 
this spring for $30. It was produced in E965 by 
Gamescience), Tom Shaw and Don Greenwood 
wrote back to the seller and told him he could get a 
better price then what he was asking for it, but the 
seller said that was O.K. and sold both the games 
to Avalon Hill. Another TRAFALGAR was 
auctioned off at Origins II for $90. 

I had my copy in very good condition plus I 
had the counters from Dana Lombardy's copy, 
chough the rest of his copy was lost. I offered it for 
the highest bid over $125. I received two bids by 


my deadline, one for $141.13 and the other for 
$140. The former bid was accepted but I did not 
receive his check in time. I had to take the latter bid 
of SI 40, Two additional bids were made on 
TRAFALGAR but were less than $125. If 
so meo ne has a copy of TRA FA LG A R the $141,13 
bid would probably still be good. If anyone wants 
to contact me on that or knows where Roger 
Cormier lives, please write me e/o 67Q Darrell 
Road, Hillsborough, California 94010. 

After TRAFALGAR the two most sought 
after games were 19 i 4 by Avalon Hill and its 
companion game TANNENBURG an early long 
out of print game by SPI. Of my games, Avalon 
Hill ones, on the average, had more offers than 
ones from other companies. GUADACANAL 
and the Hexagon version of GEl'TYSBURG were 
both sought after items. The best non Avalon Hill 
seller, other than ones mentioned was 
DUNKERQUE—1940 by SDC. 

I placed 9 ads in various magazines. The most 
responses came from CA hi PA IGN (formerly Don 
Greenwood's PANZERFA UST), the 
GENERAL , and WARSHIP'S INTER¬ 
NA TIONAL I was selling a great many books as 
well. I noticed that most gamers bought games and 
no books and vice versa. Two young men who 
bought 186 dollars worth of games bought no 
books for example. The two men who spent (he 
$186 not only have been playing all that they 
bought, but bought several titles made about the 
time they were born! 

All in all* the market for the collector and the 
seller is there. 1 think that in the years to come out 
of print wargames will continue to climb in price. 
Many games arc like an investment in art. 
However* the quality game will be the game that 
will be most valuabLe. 

Jack Greene 
Hillsborough, CA 


The collector's market is not only still ihere it 
appears to be growing by leaps and bo unds. A t the 
recent ORIGINS ‘77 auction prices for collector's 
items were higher than ever before and another 
TRAFALGAR turned up and auctioned off 
for prices not much less than what you quote 
above, Wargames, as codec tor's items, are indeed 
viable purchases. 

★★★*★ 

Gentlemen: 

l am writing this letter with regards to the 
availability of PBM materials to players of some 
of your games, The best PBM kits that you now 
offer are the PANZERBLITZfANZIO types 
where the map is reproduced in a reduced lash ion. 
Thus, players merely plot the positions of their 
various units on the map. The beauty of this 
system lies in the fact that it is frequently not even 
necessary to set-up the board and all the units 
(quite time-consuming). It is eminently possibe to 
play the game just from the map, and for those 
dedicated PBMers like myself with so many games 
going at one time, it frees more time for other 
activities, I know this from personal experience- 
in the last several years 1 may have set up my 
PANZERBLITZ once or twice for a PBM game. 
As a sidelight, it is also a little bit more realistic for 
a tactical commander to plot the situation by map; 
he does not have the time of the strategic 
commander for considering and experimenting 
with numerous strategies. 

Now there are some AH games where no 
PBM kit is available. In fact, for these games, it is 
quite difficult to rule on a "best’* method for PBM, 
since they contain so many variables that make 
application of any set standard inconceivable. It is 
bes t left up to the a individual players to decide upon 
a system that they like the best. Guidelines can be 
provided, and options presented to be implement¬ 
ed or rejected, but a standard system that satisfies 
all players is the veritable carrot at the end of a 
slick. 

Games that fill this category include THIRD 
REICH and FANZERLEADER. among others. 
They both are PBM able—numerous gamers 
including myself can attest to this - but the players 
themselves must decide how best to handle it, 
given the options available. 

What, you may ask, is the role of the 
providing company, in this case. Avalon Hilt, in 
such a matter? The role of Avalon Hill is to 


provide the materials necessary to PBM the games 
that are not otherwise universally available, 
Number one, of course, is the game itself. 
Secondly, would be the availability of reduced 
maps, such as is the case with PANZERBLITZ. I 
have played THIRD REICH by mail, and some of 
my opponents have come by such reduced maps 
themselves. Believe me, it aids play greatly. I 
realize that in (he case of THIRD REICH, it 
would take both sides of the sheet to include the 
whole mapboard. Yet, I feet that that is all that is 
necessary, If you give the players who are 
motivated enough to play these games at all, the 
basics, they win supply the rest. They arc generally 
experienced or ingenious enough to put the pieces 
together. 

As manager of (he Conllici Simulation 
Society’s THIRD REICH PBM league, I feel such 
equipment would be well received and could only 
promote belter PBM competition and belter well¬ 
being for the industry as a whole. I only wish I 
could forward to you the deluge of mail that 
assaulted me when I announced in an ad in THE 
GENERA L the opening of this league. I am sure 
thai these gamers wholeheartedly support this 
idea. I do hope that you will consider (his, 

Mark G. Matuschak 
Uniontown, PA 

Editor's note—PBM enthusiasts are constantly 
requesting PBM kits for the latest games. 
However, we frsve found that due to increased 
paper and postage costs that a PBM kit Is no 
longer a profitable item to produce and sell on a 
mail order basis- In fact, we come close to losing 
money on each play-by-mail kit sold. We will 
continue to sell kits for the oldfavorites due to the 
beneficial service if provides nov PBM enthusiasts 
in breaking into this particular branch of the 
hobby. However, as you've noted yourself in the 
body of your letter, postal players are quick to 
improvise and once exposed to the basic combat 
results and postal techniques, hardly need a PBM 
kit to play the games postally. 

***** 

Dear Sirs: 

Often a wargame designer will sacrifice play 
balance for realism in an effort to create a “you are 
there*' atmosphere. At times, however, this quest 
for realism results in an unstable situation, where 
only brilliant play by the underdog and mediocre 
play by the favorite will result in a viable contest. 
S(ill. (his is not the case with THIRD REICH. Its 
secret lies in the fact that while realism is 
responsible for the boundaries and the relative 
strengths of the nations involved, the outcome of 
each game depends entirely upon the players’ 
persona lilies. 

However, it appears that the fighting abilities 
of several unit types within (he nations'force pools 
have been underrated. It is well documented that 
the German Panzer division and Himmler's SS 
division were among the finest units (O enter 
combat during WWII; their tanks (particularly the 
Panther, Jagdpanthcr, and King Tiger) were in 
most ways superior to anything in the Anglo- 
American arsenal. Additionally SR fails to 
properly portray the Soviet tanks (hat so greatly 
alarmed the Germans in 1941, that the Latter 
developed the Panther as a counter. 

To overcome these deficiencies, I propose the 
following: (I) Increase the fighting ability of the 
two SS Panzer corps to 6-6 and that of the SS 
infantry divisions to 4-4; (2) Beginning in Spring, 
194 L, and continuing through Spring, 1943, allow 
the German player to upgun the attack factor (AF) 
of 9 Panzer Corps (a maximum of 3 Panzer Corps 
per year) to 5 at a cost of 2 BR P’s per counter; (3) 
Reduce the AF of the U.S.tank corps to 4. but 
increase their number by 3 to 8; (4) In Spring, 
1942, allow (he Russians to increase their tanks' 
AF to 4 (also at a cost of 2 BRP's per counter). 

These changes result in a net gain of I AFby 
Germany. More importantly (he German changes 
somewhat neutralize the vastly superior naval and 
air forces of the Western Allies, which make a 
successful Anglo-American invasion of France 
possible in early 1943. The Anglo-American 
player must now either concentrate his invasion 
forces in England while awaiting the Russian 
offensive which will weaken the German forces in 
France, or start an offensive in the Mediterranean. 
These changes, I believe, do not transform 3R into 
a "you are there" simulation game, but rather 
more realistically reflect the war-making 
capabilities of each nation as the war progressed. 

Jeffrey Stamszewski 
Sayncvilic, NJ 
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READER BUYER S GUIDE 

TITLE ARAB-1SRAEL1 WARS PRICE $!0 

SUBJECT Tactical Game of Armor Combat in I lie Midcasl 


A RA B ISRA ELI WA RS is i he 13rd game to 
undergo analysis in the R Bti and larcd relatively 
well, placing ]4th in the overall Hit with a 
cumulative score of 2.68. The game was paced by a 
near record setting performance for Components 
which placed second only toihc ! S3 of FRANCE, 
1940, The jazzy armor and aircraft silhouettes of 
the PANZER-BLITZ, family counters seem always 
declined for good rankings and I hose provided in 
AtW proved no exception. Other strong points 
were in the Realism category (7th besth physical 
quality tilth]. Excitement Level filth) and 
Overall Value f!2th), 

Oti the negative side AIW potted two sub 
average scores for their respective caIegories The 
Ease of Undemanding rating was only the 2bth 
best perJorinunee to date and far below the 
average rating of 2.79. -although this was noi 
unexpected for it game as complicated as AIW, 
The FA S'ZER BLITZ system games have become 
increasingly complicated with the publication of 
each new sister game and AIW has not shirked its 
role in this regard while introducing such new 
factors as morale, guided missile technology, split 
move and lire, improved artillery mechanics* and 
more closely defined terrain efforts (hull dowm 
eic). Ihe other sub par ranking was in Play 
Balance where the games innaletfesign bias forces 
the Arabs to win with superinr numbers i n the lace 
of far better Israeli technology, morale and 
weapons. 


As is the case with all scenario games, ihe 
playing time will vary greatly from one scenario to 
the next and the listed time of 2 J /jhours cun only be 
taken a* an average figure for ihe 24 different 
Scenarios. 

WHAT THE NUMBERS MEAN: Pur simply. the 
results can be considered like this: Anything 
under 2.00 is pretty clam tan last ic r Scores ranging 
from 2-3 are excel lent while 3 r s must be con¬ 
sidered good, 4 through 4 r 6 wo-uld be considered 
fair, with the upper half of the 4.5 combination 
considered poor, Anything rated higher than a 6 
indicates a rfirE deficiency and should merit 
either Immediate attempts at redesign or dropping 
from the line. 


E, Physical Quality. 2.34 

2. Mapboard ..3.03 

3. Components. 1.86 

4. Ease of Understanding.3.31 

5. Completeness of Rules ..... 2.70 

6. Play Balance.. 3.57 

7. Realism ., .. 2,3! 

8. Excitement Level.2,51 

9. Overall Value.2.52 

It). Game Length.2 hr., 15 min. 


®HS 3 B® 2 £ 


ARAB ISRAELI WARS 


Q, Can you double or triple you rat tack iirength 
(using ihe SUPPLY optional rule) when making 
Overrun or CAT attacks'? 

A. Not Overrun and CA I attacks rely on 
technique lor sueccw (and i h c ir combat bon uses), 
and more ammunition does not result in more 
technique, jn Overruns and CAT attacks each 
anack must use only one supply 

0. Why does the fame include u nits | s uch as the 
Arab M 1.G minelayer) and rules (such as the cut- 
building and bridge building rules that require 4b 
or 61) turns) that can not be used in ary of the 
situations? 

A. Not all of the weaponry and techniques that 
were important in (he Middle East fighting could 
he included in the limited number of situations 
provided Rather I him simply ignore these factors, 
we decided to include them in the game even if they 
weren’t in any parr Leu la r situation Many players 
of At If-style games < FAN2ERBUTZ PANZEft 
LEADER) enjoy making up their awn 
situations—so we made sure such players would 
have all the important Middle East terminology to 
work with. 


(2- When a unit expends movement points to 
move from one hex to another, in which hex is the 
movement point(s) expanded? This can be 
important during Opportunity Eire, 

A. The movement points are expended when the 
uml enters the new hex, i.e, they are considered to 
be expended in the new hex entered. Sped*! Note: 
Interdiction fire attacks (Adv. Ill D) Lake place 
when a unit fries to expend movement points, in its 
old hex before it moves. 

0. How arc wrecks removed? 

A. A baule in n k u nit that s ta m the turn adj ace nt 
to the wreck expend* its whole movement 
allowance to move one hex into the hex with ihe 
wreck As the tank enter* the hex it removes one 
stacking point's worth of wreck. 

(J. II a uni< ts HULL IX)WN and in an l K {or 
fori), does ii gel credit for both -so 4 is added to 
the die roll (for non-Soviet tank units)'* 

A, Yes. Additions to the die roll are cumulative. 

Q, Can a unit he attacked by Opportunity Fire as 
it make* a CA‘f attack'’ 

A. No makin jj a C AT attack does nat tount ji i 
an expenditure of Ml . 



COMING UP NEXT TIME 


IN DECEMBER 


Q. Cun blocks he built m hexes that contain crest 
hex sides fbui not ridge hex sides)’ 1 * 

A. Yei, as indicated on the Neutral Counters 
Chart. 

Q. The rules sav that the 71-67 gets +1 to the die 
roll for being HULL DOWN, but the UFI says+2. 
Which i.s right'? 

A, The rules are right—the TI-67 (captured 
Soviet equipment) gets a HULL DOWN bonus of 

+1. 

if Can a unit “bail out H (Adv. II. ft) when its 
carrier is destroyed? 

A* No. only if the carrier is dispersed. 

L>. Can Off-Board Artillery do Destructive Fire 
attacks? (Adv. HI. C,2,a) 

A, Yes 

Q. When an infantry unit makes an Opportunity 
Fire atiack as it is being overrun, it uses ihe CAT 
section of the W EC to calculate its attack strength. 
Docs this mean that ihe opportunity lire attack is 
1 on the die roll, like CAT attacks? (Standard, 
II.E.S.g) 

A. No* The CAT section is used lo modify ihe 
effective attack strength -not the die roll, 

Q. Can a helicopter move and then atiack the 
same turn? 

A- Yes if it is face up A helicopter unit rhal is 
face up is not inverted when it moves during the 
AI ft PH A S E, an less a “ D O W N" cou n t e t is pits ced 
on ii at the end of the move 

LL Can an artillery unit pre-record a 11 DES L n or 
“NLUT" attack while it is still making an INT 
attack (Ihat will end at the end of that turn)? 

A, Yes 

Can A VLB units “pick up M bridges from 
other, destroyed or dispersed A VLB uni is? 

A + N of A V LB bridges m usi have bee nun loaded 
in trenches to be picked up. 

Q. What happens when a bridge ora trench on 
Land (i.e. not on the Sue; Canal is “dispersed’* by 
combat EDI) or D result)'? 

A. it is treated like a "dispersed" pontoon bridge 
(Adv, VI. T.5);a ’‘■dispersed" counter is placed cm 
it, it must roll for MORALE, units may move off it 
but not onto it. etc. 


D ■ Can pontoon bridges (Suez) ever be attacked? 
A. Only when they are being transported over¬ 
land. 

Q. W hen ants raei i ta n k m oves o ne hex to t ow a 
bridge I Adv, V.D.2), does 1 his count as its whole 
movement factor (far Opportunity Fire. SMF, 
etc.)? 

A. Yes 

Q. Can Cobra units switch reloads like Saggers 

(Adv. II. F 9.CJ? 

A. Yes 

Q„ Are all of the situations correct? 

A, No, ihe following changes should be made 

S-6 The "North” arrow should be pointing down. 
S-9 The Egyptians should have 7 trench cuts 
instead of 2. 

5-11 The“NorLh H arrow should be poiniingdown. 
5-12 I he Fracli 7th Bde should have 7 M60AI and 
9 Pmturion. instead of thu other way around The 
Israeli NATKE should have 3 Ml 13 AI units 
insicad of 3 M~3s. 

A-4 Board A should be turned ISO" The proper 
setup is a; > ri ^ N, 

A'5 Egyptian Group B should have one bridge 
placed on a cut on [he canal, instead of the MTU- 
2, 

A-G The Israeli br idge should be set up on a cat cm 
tile Canal; Israeli Group B should be set up on 
hoard A. Group A should have I construction 
engineer, not 2, Group C should have one 
const ruction engineer. 

Q. When using the SMOKE and SUPPLY 
optional rules, does creating smoke count as one 
of u UniFs 12 attacks? 

A. No! Each unit is assumed to have smoke 
shells in addition [o its 12 attacks' worth of 
ammunition. 

y. Does a CAT atiack count as a SUPPLY 
attack (one of the 12)? 

A. Yes 

Q. Can indirect fire a tracks be made agamsi 
‘'DOWN" helicopters (OpL J.C.I.e)? 

A. Yes? On the WEC, note "10” applies to 
indirect fire attacks (except “INT*' attacks). 


AVALON HILL RBG RATING CHART 


The games are ranked by their cumulative scores which is an average of the 9 categories for each 
game While il may be fairly argued that each category should not weigh equally against the others, 
we use il only as a generalisation of overall rank. By breaking down a game's ratings into individual 
categories the gamer is able to discern for himself where the game is strong or weak in the qualities 
he values the most. Readers are reminded lhal the Game Length category is measured in multiples of 
ten mmutes and that a rating of IB would equal 3 hours 
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1 RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN 

2.24 

1.98 

1 85 

2.02 

2.24 

3.07 

2,78 

2.41 

1.78 

2,07 

2B.5 

2. W,S. & 1. M. 

2.34 

2.40 

3,07 

2 38 

2,88 

2.39 

2 07 

1 85 

1.88 

2.10 

9.2 

3. ANZIO 

2.36 

2.11 

1 74 

1 94 

3.74 

2.88 

2 52 

200 

2.09 

2,15 

217 

4. PANZER LEADER 

2,50 

2 41 

2 17 

2 34 

3.65 

2 60 

2 67 

2 19 

2 34 

2.20 

13,1 

5 RICHTHOFEN'S 

2 52 

2.28 

2.62 

2.12 

2 63 

2,94 

2.60 

2,66 

2 39 

2 45 

6,0 

6. CAESAR—ALESIA 

2.53 

2 92 

2.71 

2.78 

1.71 

1,35 

3,36 

2,64 

2,71 

2 07 

27.9 

7. 1776 

2 56 

2 16 

1 76 

2 45 

3 27 

2.62 

3.08 

2.72 

2.63 

2.36 

33,4 

8, 3rd REICH 

2 57 

2.12 

2.47 

2 34 

4.15 

3 22 

2 59 

2 24 

1.95 

2 05 

34.9 

S PANZERSLITZ 

2.58 

2 .00 

3.00 

2.03 

4.03 

3.00 

3,06 

2.05 

2.07 

2.05 

14.0 

TO KINGMAKER 

2 60 

2 26 

2 84 

2 34 

2 83 

3,07 

1 86 

3 65 

2.14 

2 41 

20 2 

H DIPLOMACY 

2 60 

2.35 

2.26 

3.13 

1 87 

2 39 

2.09 

4.57 

2.30 

2 43 

32.6 

12 CAESAR S LEGIONS 

2.64 

2.32 

2 36 

2 31 

2.14 

2,23 

3.73 

3.05 

2.86 

2.73 

13.5 

13 STARSHIP TROOPERS 

2.67 

2.27 

3.11 

2.07 

2 43 

270 

3.57 

3 39 

2,20 

2,32 

17.3 

14 ARAB ISRAELI WARS 

2 68 

2,34 

3.03 

1.86 

331 

2 70 

3.57 

2 31 

2.51 

2.52 

13.5 

15. CHANCELLORSVILLE 

2 68 

2 62 

2.57 

2.45 

2,26 

232 

3.43 

3.07 

2.55 

2.64 

18.8 

16 FRANCE 1940 

2 82 

1.76 

2 05 

1.85 

3 30 

3 25 

4 05 

3.00 

3 40 

2 75 

16 0 

17 JUTLAND 

2.83 

2,84 

— 

2.39 

3.27 

3,06 

3.24 

2.53 

2.61 

2 67 

29 7 

IS. LUFTWAFFE 

2 87 

2.41 

2 91 

2 04 

2.86 

3.02 

3.73 

3 41 

2 82 

2 64 

24,2 

T9. MIDWAY 

2.88 

2.75 

3.12 

2 56 

2.78 

2 90 

3.66 

3 08 . 

.2 37 

2.73 

15 7 

20 AFRIKA KGRPS 

2.90 

3 04 

3.10 

2 92 

2.12 

2.29 

3.39 

3.57 

2.91 

2,77 

13,5 

21 ALEXANDER 

2.93 

2.99 

3.21 

3.19 

2.5S 

2 98 

3.43 

2 76 

2.43 

2,86 

12.7 

22 ORIGINS OF WW II 

2.98 

2,69 

2.58 

2.80 

2.00 

2.22 

4.00 

4.06 

3.11 

3.40 

9.6 

23 BLITZKRIEG 

3.09 

3 39 

3 28 

3 30 

3 14 

2 89 

2 25 

3.67 

2.81 

3.05 

24.0 

24 TOBRUK 

3,10 

2 85 

4 68 

2.13 

4 32 

277 

3.06 

2 11 

3 00 

2.96 

21.6 

25 WATERLOO 

3.18 

3.29 

3,27 

3,11 

2.01 

3.11 

3 27 

4,32 

3.21 

3.01 

16.2 

26 WAR AT SEA 

3 21 

3.18 

3,96 

2 74 

1.74 

2,35 

3.73 

5.12 

2.93 

3.15 

6.9 

27 BULGE 

321 

2,93 

2.80 

3 31 

3.08 

3 40 

3 53 

4 11 

2 81 

2.S5 

20.0 

28 D-DAY 

3.43 

3 72 

4,54 

3.69 

2.56 

3.09 

4 38 

4.50 

3.60 

3 56 

17.8 

29 STALINGRAD 

3 44 

3.43 

3 74 

3.40 

2.07 

2 32 

4 37 

5 15 

3.28 

3.04 

200 

30 TACTICS II 

3.51 

3.43 

4.30 

3 69 

1.45 

2 18 

2.32 

5.57. 

4.59 

4.20 

11.6 

31 1914 

3.87 

3.18 

3.40 

3.26 

5,46 

4.32 

3 86 

1 95 

548 

3 86 

55,0 

32 GETTYSBURG 

3.38 

3.59 

3.84 

3,54 

2 68 

3 39 

5.08 

4.51 

4 34 

3.98 

12.5 

33 KRIEGSRIEL 

4.04 

3.77 

4.20 

3.85 

2 13 

2.94 

2.93 

6.09 

5.20 

5.29 

9 6 

AVERAGE 

2.92 

2,73 

3,02 

2.70 

2.79 

2.82 

3.24 

3.38 

2.90 

2 84 

19 6 
















THE GENERAL 


PAGE 35 


A fmal word on contest No. 77: it turns out 
that there are a few alternative solutions to the 
contest based on the “rolling supply" phe¬ 
nomenon where a supply unit moves along, 
supplying attacks as it goes. Specifically, it is 
possible to ' peel J the British position from west 
to east—instead of the other way around—by 
executing attacks as the supply unit moves west 
to east. So don't worry if your solution was not 
the same as the one that was printed in the last 
issue—ALL entries were examined, and the 
winners listed below were drawn (randomly) 
from among all the entries that gave a legal 
solution to the puzzle. 

The most common errors in the entries we 
reci'eved: 1) AV attacks may not be "self- 
justifymg', i.e. each attack must be supplied at 
the moment it is executed and the supply Iine for 
that attack may not pass through the ZOO of the 
unit being AVd; 2) once a supply unit has 
supplied an AV attack the supply unit must 
continue to supply that attack for the rest of that 
turn—it cannot move farther than 5 hexes (out of 
enemy ZOC) away from the attacking units; 3) 
enemy units may never stop directly on AV'd 
units—they can move over the AV d units but 
may NOT stop on them; 4) in each attack, every 
attacker must be adjacent to EACH defender— 
so if an attacker is not adjacent to a defender, 
they cannot be involved in the same attack. 

The ten winners were: J. West, Seattle, WA; 
R. Wharton, Blackwood, NJ; R. Reynolds, 
Houston, TX; R. White, Cambridge, MA; A. 
Lumbis, Carlisle, PA; T Kuik, Grand Rapids, Ml; 
J, Munger, Crystal Lake, IL; A. Redlack, Water¬ 
loo, ONT; L Morrison, Arvada, CO; and R. 
Goldbaum, Plaistow, NH. 

Warcon IV will be held January 27-29 at 
Texas ASM University in College Station, TX. 
Among the Avalon Hill events planned are 
tournaments in PANZER LEADERTHIRD 
REICH, and KINGMAKER. Interested parties 
should write Jerry Ruhiand at his P.0. Box 681 6, 
College Station, TX 77844 address for further 
information. 


James Myers informs us of "The Return of 
OREGON ' to be held at California State Univer¬ 
sity in Fullerton on January 13-15, 1978. 
Among the many planned events are several 
tournaments utilizing AH games. Cost is $2.00 
preregistration or $3,00 at the door. More 
information can be had by writing Mr Meyers at 
his 13718 Norbeck Dr , La Mirada, CA 90638. 

Lately, wove decided to accept books per¬ 
taining to Wargaming for review. We make no 
guarantees but if our reviewer feels the subject 
matter is appropriate for the wargamer, a fisting 
and objective review will appear in print in due 
course. 

DIPLOMACY'S first book, AN INTRQDUC* 
TION TO THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF 
POS TAL DIPL OMACYh as been pu bl is hed by the 
Institute for Diplomatic Studies, Box 8416, San 
Diego, CA 92102 ($16.00 ppd), Written by 11 
year Diplomacy veteran Larry Peery, S&TPD is to 
date the largest and most complete collection of 
material available on country openings. The 376 
op , offset primed, bound volume is designed as 
an introduction to basic Diplomacy strategy and 
tactics for novice players. Included are chapters 
on each of the 7 great powers, an introduction, 
and a map folio. S&TPD is highly recommended 
to anyone seriously interested in postal 
DIPLOMACY 


Infiltrator’s Report 



Brian, Blume frightl of TSR presents Tom Shaw with ihe 
STRATEGISTS CLUB AWARD for CREATIVITY IN GAMING won 
by the AH edition of KtNGMAKER- 

Avaion Hill garnered two new awards at the 
recent GEN CON X convention held at the lush 
Playboy Club in Lake Geneva, Wj. The Avalon 
Hill 2nd edition of KINGMAKER took the 
“Creativity in Gaming ' award presented by the 
STRATEGISTS CLUB, A similar plaque was 
presented by Don Lowry to Avalon Hill for THIRD 
REICH which won the ' Best Game Of All Times" 
accolade as voted upon by readers of CAM- 
PAIGN Magazine. 



Don Lowry (righi) of CAMPAIGN magazine presents Don 
Greenwood with b plaque symbolizing the BEST GAME Of ALL 
TIMES for THIRD REICH as voted on by the readers of that 
journal. 

Northwestern University's Conflict Simula¬ 
tion Boardgame Club extends an invitation to all 
college age and adult wargamers to attend its 
meetings every Friday and Saturday Contact 
Fred Meccia for more details (312-679-4917). 

To guarantee capturing 3 Royal heirs in 
Contest No. 78, you also had to guarantee that 
two things happen: 

1 You move first. Not knowing what the 
other players hold or what Event Cards are 
drawn, you may not be able to capture three 
Royal heirs if you don't move first. 

2. You set up your faction so that no matter 
what Event card you draw during the Event 
phase; your nobles will be in position to capture 
3 Royal heirs, one of which must be Lancastrian 

There are several possible solutions to the 
contest. They fall within two basic frameworks 
with slight variations. 


All solutions must contain the following 
move: The Marshal must be sent to Chancery. If 
a noble awarded the Marshal is sent to Bodwtn, 
the other three nobles must each capture one 
Royal heir and no one noble can be made strong 
enough to capture a Lancastrian by himself. The 
Chancellor cannot be sent to Chancery because 
only with the Chancellor are you guaranteed to 
move first. 

It is suggested that to test these two 
solutions against your solution, remove all 23 
“Raid and Revolt" cards and draw all cards with 
each set-up. You will note that no matter what 
Event card is drawn for the two solutions, the 
captures can be made. Note: Because of the 
Archbishop of York, the city of York, is friendly. 
Hence Richard of York can be captured by any 
noble able to reach the city. George of Clarence 
is in the open town of Cardigan and can be 
captured by any noble able to reach that square. 


Solution #1 


r „, 0 

Neville 

Mowbray 

Grey 

Earl of 

Essex 

Office 

Chancellor of 
England, or 
Treasurer of 
England 

Chan cel tor of 
Engtand, or 
Treasurer of 
England 

Chancellor of 
Lancaster 

Mercenary 


Burgundian 

crossbowman 

or 

Flemish 

crossbowman 

Castle 

Raby or 
Richmond 

Castle Rising 
or 

F ram ling ham 

Rockingham 


Herbert 


Archbishop of York to anyone 
One mercenary to anyone. 

1. Neville always captures Richard of York, 

2. Herbert always captures George of Clarence. 

3 Grey and Mowbray capture ejther Margaret or Edward of 
Lancaster depending upon (he Event Card drawn. 


Solution #2 



Neville 

Mowbray 

Gray 

Herbert 



Earl of 

Essex 

Earl ol 

Essex 

Chancellor of 
Engtand or 
Treasurer of 
England 

Chancellor of 
Lancaster 

Chancellor 
of England 
or Treasurer 
of England 

Chancellor 
qf England 
or Treasurer 
of England 

Archbishop 
of York 




Warwick 

Denbigh 

Rockingham 



Either Grey or Herbert is awarded Earl of Essex 
and one of the two England offices. It is preferred 
to award them to Herbert as it leaves Grey free to 
capture Richard of York, who Is more powerful 
than George of Clarence. 

One mercenary must go to either Neville or Grey 
or Herbert (whoever gets the title). The other 
mercenary may go to anyone, 

1. Grey always captures Richard of York or 
Herbert always captures George of Clarence 
depending upon who is not given the title. 

2. If the Earl of Essex is moved by Event card to 
Colchester he combines with Neville to capture 
Margaret at Fotheringhay, and Mowbray cap¬ 
tures Edward of March. 

3. If Mowbray is moved by Event Card, he 
combines with Neville to capture either Edward 
of Lancaster or Margaret of Anjou depending 
upon his destination. Grey captures Richard of 
York and Herbert captures George of Clarence. 

4. If Neville is summoned to Raby, as Archbish¬ 
op of York he goes to York instead, and combines 
with Mowbray to capture Edward of Lancaster. 
Grey and Herbert capture Richard and George, 
respectively. 
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THE GENERAL 


OPPONENTS WANTED 


OPPONENTS WANTED 


OPPONENTS WANTED 


College- siudern needs ftf in AK. BB. DD. FF40, 
OtH. Jut, Mid. 19)4, JYin, J776. Grid. 3R, Wal 
Gaad, Loft, Amici, fair playeH Vanee Kilgore, 
FO. Box 461. Robertsdale. AL J6567, 9i7.5445. 
Tnscaloixra vuciniry. MaiuPC Adult flf OpponenL-s 
WarMed. 3 ft, Fr'49. J776, and Russ. Camp fto-ti 
Davidson, P.O, Box 3165. Ttisraloura, AL 35401, 
556-3618. _ 

Am pjncJ pf winnuisilf the lime taHiH friend. (A.TJ 

Need mew opponents. Pbm 3R, Tat. JfcW. Pah. 
AK, prompt reply. Jejee Morgan, 1I24J Ml. 
Vernno Rd., A uburn. GA 95603. 8*5-3304. 

Wanted schema wargnmers, will play Pan. PntlLd 
pr yoof game. hame iL. Pb(m. pbp, ftf. Waller 
Cullop, 732 NcwhalL, Btiriiin&jnre.eA94CHJ.343- 
6785,_ 

Gen. Gold hern's toll fail^ to loeaia an/ dub in 
the Ncwport-Mrsa area. Bui there musL he 
somewhere. Lewi* Ooldbeffc 2336 Ekkrt, Carta 
h-kta.CA926JT.b31-2794 _ 

Desperately w*m plwn hr flf UppiMlCIfti CP ANY 

time. Willing La Icam .parriLr;. Have two jjj 
exper, frar plover John MunL, 12111 Beatrice 
ikt., Cuhcr City, CA 9Q1J0, 1213) 39K-7H26. 

Expert gpmerwishtt fif Rmt CJiflpandjnr ftaiL 

Bahaa. Hease ealL after 5:JD p.tn. I know trow to 
pliy Pao,G*rd, FanLd. BB. AK.. Aorio, Alex. H. 
C. Hugh. 8748 Great Oak Way, Fair Oaky. CA 
95628.(97$) _ 

Anybody inlereMedin pluy.resLing new wurginsev. 
I've designed Are iwefcotltt during wee tends. Call 
for more irPa. Steve Stomi, 722 S. Ijudr St., 
Inglewood. CA 9d3lH. 674^11 ZD. _ 

Flf opponents wanted: for college srudynt Will 

play J-R, 1776-. Wat.and Others. Tony SLrong, 5939 
Stale Uruv. Dr., Los Alarming l-tiill, ftm 74JA. 
Lom Butch. CA 90S 15. 49S-5151. _ 

Adult‘pLayer. wed I5W. wlshCi AREA oppo¬ 

nents for p-bra Pan, PUnLd. Robert Wen, |(3J4 
ArmaWK, a 6-. Lot ArtCrlcs, CA 90025. 830-5074. 

Adult gamer 13, wanisfiY opponent in BB, BlilF.. 

ftlft.hlid, Fan, W5AIM. Will pbm but don't have 
kit, and cart split SOM. Steuben Woody, JIlB'i 
Birry Axe., Lea Angeles, CA 9M25, (2IJ) 478- 
114S. 

Flf A K, 'Grad, Wal.. PanLd, Russ, Camp, pbm A K 
(me Allies), Rusrti Camp (trie tier man ). have many 
uLherv 3R, 1776, RW, Lull, Poo, DD, Tob, Want 
to learn Arom Marian McCarthy, 372 N. 
Eneinitas, Monrovia, CA 91(1 16, (Iljji 3ff-S)7_2 . 

Wanted Genera 15 Vol, II flT4, -Omt tin/ Vines with" 

Mid. scenarios. Send SASE and offer. Also need 
phrn for SST Arid Fan, Flf ft* 10+ AH. games. 
Ronald Artigues, 3331 Ctestmoor Dr„ Shsi 
B rnno, CA 9417^6. 5ktf-B71Qi?._ 

Inexperienced player wamsr phm pljjr for KM, 
I77h, 3R, WS&lto". AIW otltrrs. [I you'te willing 
Id tolerate and help a greenhorn plense- respond. 
James Fife. 9J9 CbakaSdony BJ, San Diego. CA 
92 HI9.173-485E._ 

AREA pljm hliti, Wnt, AK.. Tat. basic Arirau-.Flf 
abdve plus 19 M. CScs. Leg, Fr'4fl, flmd, Russ 
Camp, Flfl, Luft, W'S*[M. ^evd reliable pHayers 
who iepl/ promptly. Ted TThprnpsOP. S723 Bales 
Sd. afllb, San Dkw. CA 92115, Jab4822. 

Join the Ensn Snn Jose Wareamerttlub. We have 

games from ancient days so outer spite. *|so 
fanrasy, More mf*. Call David TomLov al 262v 
4960. Joseph Limon, Ik76 &, Andrews FI,. San 
Jose, CA 95132. 2S9-42SI. _ 

Avlruge ginwr needs iVUPtMIfnii dnp. Flf Fan, 

FanLd, LuTl, Mid, will learn others, Any elubi in 
So«[h fejfl Jim Miller, 510J Merrill Si., Torr, CA 
90503. CIJl5dlH4l4._ 

Are there any dtrail Afrita Koips; pbm'ers out 
I here? ESUter rode aeeeptnble, AREA r4Wd Would 
he preferable. Slevrn Miiuno, 2326 W. 216 Pt„ 
Torrance, CA 90501. _ 

Club k's-riinit I ti North. S-D CDonly. For pan err, of 

various ages. ConLaU as below, Also would like 
PnnLd pbnt for series replay in General or other 
magazine. Jeffrey Paul J<m«, I Si CamirHi 
Pntricia. Vista, C A 92QB3, f7Ml 726n6654. 

Forming CT wargume dub, t(t m«r OIL fC£ttl«r 
bnesS Imoillbly. Fridays). Any other locaL dubs 
out there? If interested mail camped self ad¬ 
dressed envelope, Jeff Cornell, 1J Robert Front 
Dr., Shelton, CA 0MH4, t2D3l 

Desire f|f opponenit for SST. Wat Caesar and 

19 M. Tmj'II have Ln supply the 1914 gnene, 
IGenneih W. Burke, 5 Meadh^brool Rd„ W. 
Hartford, CT 06107, 52 Uik»l 

iYyr Pkl W*nii pfeytrs for Fan, Fr'4B.Jut, Luft, 

Mid, Grig, RW, aTTC. 'Grad, JR. Bill!, Ilf only, 
irtevr-n Fore hand, Kill Graylyn ftd., Wilm, DE 
I9M3, 47S-7DT3, _ 

Any and all gamers in Ft. WEftoE Efilintrei UlCUie 

la hie Know when you are (curt ynu Jayraank M, 
MarLin ’BinnEg^ CoHH, 70B CbrtOkte Rd., 
Etjlin AFB, FL 32542, 651^2932. _ 

Only hsve <Ktie Opp-., need another. AREA rated 

1200 player. Can (ind r„v one in ttrefi to pliy 
atiilML. Brad Adber, 715 Marlowe Ave, Orlando, 
FL J2309, 651-64^5. 

AREA rated adult player desires flf unrated and 

rated games at uny level, in BB f Mid, Pan, FanLd, 
'Gtiil, 3R. Wat, TRC, Alesia, Dip, and KM. Dr, 
Walter Asbt,S4IJ Tsngfcwoed Dr. . Fmsacula.FL 
33503,439-3443. _ 

Wanted: Warpmere nt University or Tampa. I 

IMOV* VOii’rr here. Fse seen stinnies running 
through the durms. Chris Taylor, U. of Tampa, 
401 W. Kennedy Blvd., Boa Hi (124 Me Key Hull) 
Tampa, FI. j.Uit.tri, _ 

IS yf. md looking Tih ftfin SST, PanLd, 3R, BJitr, 

and Tob. I'll learn yoUfS, Btlttr than average 
player, and interested in blind Kriegspiel. Kale 
Nestor, 1414 Tallahassee Dr., Tarpon. FL 33539. 


Phm AREA 1600 Bliir roumtey all opiiomt Aiteio 
i-WartKy all opeionrs, Lull, .Advanced PanLd, 
Macro AK, DD, new rulK \ have kits for ill 
£■ rites. Dave Gardner, JI6 Smyr. Pdr. Spgjr. Rd„ 
Marietta, G* WOSB. (4041 4J3-I4Z9. 

Wanled: AREA player for WAT, jjbm only. RoT 

eKpertrttrtd. Leonard Senses, IJ28 Ala Mahamite 
Si., HonMulu, HI 9tai9. 

14 /r. old needs flf opponent for.) R, Wm, Russ, 

Ca mp. Grad, Alea. Any ulahv in Fear! City area? 
Willing to learn others, ftlsne YokOli, 1B2I 
Hook-li- St- Pearl City. HI 96762 455-9773. 

29 yr. old warns nun tree opp St MlhO A REA 

rated. Jim Bolton where are yoa? John D. Bunt, 
400 Batrerfly Dr,, IdRbO Fills, ID *3401, (208) 
S39-3329. __ 

Wanted, opponent* for pbm Mid. Am 14. Ntrt 

AREA rated, bat soon will he. Any wargimera ifl 
Idaho FhBi? Please eotnaei: Richard Reilly. J067 
Gustafson Cir, Idaho Falls, ID 93461, jj4-fflj42. 
New Wew A Ft f A rated 12W (tf or pbm AK, Ani, 

DD, Fan. PairLd. 1776, RW. SST. I.eamini 
WSAIM, CL, Alea, RC. Veramr H. Lang. Jr, 
5tar RL Box IJO, Rucatello, ID H.12Q |, 


hiew lit ar™. |4ced flf npp. Have mnesl All games. 
Willing to learn others. Tom Lubeck, 707 W, Elm. 
Rhwmltlttw, IL 61701, SZ7-E7I7. __ 

ARtA 1200 will phm DD. any ^.ide. Afl A^EA 

letiera fllteWtrtd. 1 have a phm kiL. WUI flf AREA 
or not. John R. Dram, 4347 S. Rkirfield, CTrlcagO. 


I L 60632 (3 E2j 347-7610. __ 

AREA 60i) Terrtin Cottwrindcr iooliint for 

Artihid complex in pbm Starship Troopers. Need 
gftiid pbrn for naiHyg«in«H)hliarid. Have kits for 
Fan and Bliilx. Michael P. Mjjrri, Ri. 4, Box 17, 
Edward^ilk | L 62025, -(61E) 288-91 IT. 

Sycamore Dekalb Genoa are* ftf AJW. BB, Lull, 

Fan. Fatil.d. RW. WAS. Will try pbm no kit. Will 
buy it If etHltiCted. Atil learning 3R. Chris Baja, 
RR I. Ellen Caks, Gepua, IL 60J35, 794-5ST9, 
OppunetH needed for pbm War. Gell. Grad. 

prelerabtv 13-2l>. Phm, pbp, ftf any other AH 
games that I own. Bob MilfUfi. Jr.. 2228 Fark 
Ave., N. Rlversiite, IL 613546, 13121 447^1.15. 

Wanted phm opponeow for waL ami Grad. Have a 
900 AREA rating and will play rated or unrated 
mmehft, All leuett. *t«wend. Rkti SoHnowsLi. 
8S33 S. Sprrasl, Oak Lawn, JL 6045J, (J12) 42J- 
2260 . ___ 

Banuo Van Tomich flies again! Ready to desiroy 
»ny graetl pilot ftf irl RW. FanLd, 3K. Steve 
Tomich. 4088 Sunshine Wav, Gneenwotsd k IN 
4fi 142, *81 -7344 _ 

Cnllege player wants phm opponems ia Pud 
situation A, f, ]4, |3, 17. irtd 20. Would like 
AREA playcis; however will play others. Jim 
JujUUfe 711 Cirson Apt, ars, MUnele. IN 47303. 

Wanted: opponents to pliy mud Pan and Panl.d. 
Novice player. Kim M-rador. 102 Fin Oak Ct., 
Noblesville. IN 46060, 13171 773-0447, _ 

Ka Usa'S area Ilf phm Tacticians Pan, PanLd, Luft, 
BB, Grad, RW, Hbtsvs average player dtspamicly 
needs opponent. Timothy Allan Wbircnmb, 
H>t3k) Kentucky. Luwswilc. KS 66044, 842-4 [08. 
Unbeaten German NaiineiBl will hf 3R, Blltl, 

W' AS, Tirad, pbm nr pbp 'Grad, Gelt nraajlhing 
else ynu wii.h to be heat ai, Win play ittyuiw (will 
travel 200 miles for a good game). Sieve Stapleton, 
Bov -7Q, SubBlte. Kb 67977. 675-2755. _ 

Average J 7 yr. old player wants, flf in AIW, R W, 

AK, RB, Tob. multi ulajw 3R, Ru*a. Camp. F‘r’40, 
Pan, any clubs in this area? Mike Crow, 0107 
Aristides, Unm-cil*. KY 4Q258. <702) 937-4375. 

L-uuisviLle, KY player wants pltm fti' in Riixi. 

Camp, Have gixxl system bulnncno pbm but ttud 
to RC. AREA 1500. Frank Marx, 1100 Arohridge 
Dr., IAuitvdle. KY 40M7, (3tm 896-21*5. 

I ~ yr. old, new in town wants ftTor phm BB, BILti, 
Mid, AK, Chan 74, ftW. Bap, Krleg, 3R, Litflur 
SST. AREA 1155. Any dubs in USNA vLcLnily? 
Paul Owen, 40 Rodgera Rd., Annapolis, MD 
21402. 26E-5I3B. 


IfKe"S.ar3a11stnwa WRegamini Club mists Hfier 

EJchektl at RandaUstrxwn Stnbor High Schonl Fnr 
information call: Joshua Gottesmih. Jbr- 
hraok Rd.. Randallstown, MD2II3J, (301) 655- 

2 m 


J5 yr. old average to good player wishes flf 3R, 

]77fr, WSAtM. TKC, Fr.'40. Fart, FanLd. RW. 
Caesar, Tnb. mitre. Any clubs Ln area? Rry*n 
Bernard, 1050 Winlergrecn Terr.. Rockville, MD 
JOkJO. iJOI)4S4-3|j33 


FTF area rated players wanted in DC melrn area. I 

am rated. Will play- AK, Bide, DD, Mid. Tac, 
Fr‘40, Wat. Alll Dnbion, M33 Penn. Ave, Apt, 


101. fvuitland, MD 10028, 736-6062. 


12 yr, eM rMVke wishes lo pbm LufL Also flf 
PanLd, Luft, RW, WAS. Very limiieel traveling 
range. Nnl AREA ralcd. Will learn other 
Wfliganies, i^lllck JonKr, F.O. Bax 592 Sharon 
Dr, Glen Arm, MD 21057, 592-2gMl._ _ 

Freni Grig. 70 1 bririg TaeLirs [I, Mill, 1770, 

Starship, PanBlitv, Fr‘40. Squad Ldr, pbm, ftf, 
pbp. ITIeven pfery Speed Circuit. Rail Bacon (Box 
Cbixk Alan ChLras, 374 Highktnd Si., Nonll- 
bridge, MA OJ534. (6171 234-3684. _ 

IH yr. old wishes t.> phm Pan. LJui. fttng, AlW or 

Chess. Also own Stnhp Trprs. Brill Garcia, 1006 
Cferahaven.. Silversprinft. M D 207Q-3. __ 

Fhni Sit 13 interested In swapping? I collect Lhcm. 
WilLalsin phmAK wr newnitem Vol, [4, A 1.34-6 
AREA games. All letters aresweied. Wayne Rice, 
406 Lisvell Sr„ Worcexier. Ma 0]f4)2. 754-SMl. 

Pbm A H daisies. AK, Getl, Grad, WaL also fir far 
most any wergame with tsppohenss over 18 Will 
answer all contacts. James CieslaL, 4530 Korie, 
pearhtsrn, MUjlM, <»3) 3*2-968l> _ 

Sagirraw gamers where are you? Need flf oppe, 

nents in Tnc, Pan, WS&IM;, DD. Am, noviM ia* 
experts! Am IS, buL can easily match adulL novice. 
Tom Cotter, rOTl Sue St„ S»£lh*w, Ml 4S603, 
f5 [71 781-4300. __ 

Wimeiifid ult opponent f<w wsAlMand G«il77. 

[lave AREA rnriitgnf BDFGOlO. Will play rated 
sa.mr if you want to. KenneLh Fredrick, 5200 Red 
Dak Dr., Mc,l:„: ■■ - M\ -v j, 734-0165, 

Wanled: Ttf RW, Russ. Camp, PanLd, Pan, BB, 
Wg&IM, TrOOpCrs. AJW, Toh, cLherS. Maybe 
pbm Ran, LufL. Also plfiy-by-Cft alt EtIK£ Dave 
Sandberg, RR fll, Orrasby, MJf 5616J,(507)375- 
4996, _ 

33 yr. old aduJL player seeks firadult opponent in 
any birard game, Any clubs in RoclicMer axea.? 
Roy L. Finkc, 2530 6lb Ave., N.W., Rochexier. 
MNjjOQl,, 280-1609. _ 

AREA 12001 new) Will play pbm Pan, Lull or ftf 
14 other AH grimes. Am jJyis, Localgsihen pbp 
also. George Skinner. 485 Vixen Rd., Wayzala, 
___ 

Well folks I'm hack! Willing to play AEI pbm, pbp, 
fif Russ, Camp, Fr'iO, Luft, 3R also, Tkn F-ooL 
10640 Indiana, Kansas City, MS 64137 763-2198 

Would litre to get mulri-pa*yer pbm 3R going. II 

irtierB5t.-td send lavorite country and scemrio to 
ptiy. Any gamers in Rica? Troy Snyder, Lott 14, 
Green Terrace. Kirkstdlle , MQ 63501 

Experienced gimer is inestperlenced ai pbm 

Anen. If you don'1 mind explaining the pbm 
sheets, I'll do my b«n to beat you fteny 
MaLcbose. 607 Mobile Lane, Sr. Joseph, MD 
64HH, (8161 233-1268. 


[.coking for victims in St. Louis arti whn are nnL 

iftaid L-o Ituse. Flf AK, Alesia,, Russ. Camp & 
others. Pick ymir losing side! Bill Abodi, 7360 
Pershing, St. Lcuis, MQ 63130,1314) 863-4827. 

WiBied pbm oppommu in Fa.n AR EA rated only. 

Am rated +1200. Will face any and all Ruslan 
opponents. Don Otvens, 404 Hwy I7N, Waynes- 
villf. MO 65583,1314) 774-5487. _ 

Beginner of 14 wants ftf opponent in Slarsbip 

Troopers willing to team all other AH ^uttes. 
William Wilson, 2207 Gregory Blvd., Gulfpnrt, 
MS 395l>r. *96-3297. _ 

Want lo form chib at L'SM abut fri in W5Url M . 

1776, AIW, Lufl, WAS, ind udbirs. Gregory 


Shore/, Southern Siatwn Box 1231. HatLiesbun, 
MS 3940J, 266-7662._. 

Wanted; ftf oppe-nents tn Kcamey ar-ra. Flay 
many games, willing to Icam oLhcrx. Rev. George 
Kolmer. p.o, Box 7J, Eddyvllfe, p4 E 08*34, *58- 
4918, _ _ 

After 12 yr, nbsenee adult war£*mfr returns uo 

play ar in Las Vegas,' Henderson. Will learn new 
games Average jdsjer. rinvid W, Puraell, 9l2 
Wyominss. Boulder City NY 89005. 293-2197. 

Rum. tump. 25 yr. ,>UJ player reNUestS Rect- 

. Jiparks HV opponents. Flay Tor fun, not blood. 
Cull during (he day after |] A M, Jijhn I., Se«t. 
2244 Gieenbrae Dr. VJ42. Sparks, NV *9431,358- 
0372, _ 

Rapidly growing 3R pbm league. 25 naemhers, 

-tram 'sittc, mp gamri. Sera! SA5E liar Info, antf 
same copy of The Bujrard L s, BreflLh, L.eaglbe 'fine. 
Mark Maluschak. Hinman Box 3224, Dartmouth 
College. Hanover, HH P5T33. 

Wanted nppDJicnts far ftf Ran, RanLd, JR, Mid. 

Wa.j ne E. Heltc. F.O. Sux 137. Kcertr, NH 03441, 
_ 

Loosing Inr flf pbm fffir Jut, Lufl, Mid, 3R, Pan, 

RanL.d. was, Tob, AlW. George Bock. 124 N'. 
Passaic Ave., Chatham, NJ 07923, 635-7317 

Adult AREA pbm wanted for Victory in The 

Pacific, Arab-Israeli, Pan, RW, Tob. RobertZcit, 
1128 Sea noil Um, Cherry Hill, NJ 68803. 

Is Lhcre anybody in S. Tcrsey area? WilL flfs pbm 

L.mV. Punld, WS&[M, 3R, KM aRF.a rated 
167H. Would Like lo Torn oi join clah. Joby 
Ziemian, 24 BuiktnwfH.vd. Cinnnmin«in, NJ 
0*977, (609) 829-5959._ 

Wanted: phm WAS. Don't have sysiem but will 
use yours. I'm 15 yrs, old. Charles Ctccnne, 28 
Ramoev- Ave., Kemnsburg, NJ l>7734. 787-1492, _ 

InLenncdiatr high schuol player wishes lo pbm 
AK, Pan, Grad, Russ. Camp. Tim Byrne, 44 
Studaori SI., Frmcrion, NJ 985*0. (609) 924- 
3980.__ 

Wanted hi pbm opponertLs (dr Pari, PanLd. 
AREA rated 1260+ preferred. My ARRA im 
Ten 17 yrs. old. John Syslo, 52 Dolan SL, 
Say rev i He, NJ iitibc. 244-0374 _ 

AREA pbm competition wanted fnr Russ. Camp. 

AK. Blue, DD.('77), W+iftlM (prefer to play Axis 
in Russ. Camp). Also need l/uck Issue of Gen. 
Marc Duhit.316-57 6BLh Ave-., Baystde, NY 11364, 
(212) 428-2853 __ 

Adull gamer, 28, wants ft fop portents in Syractce 

art*. Hate wSAlM. Pan, 3K, Anito. Dipl. King 
Am -Billing to play oLhera. Don Harrington, 303 
Naiif Grtde. Cam Illus. NY 13931, (315)487-0829. 


Marshall Bind's Armor will hlont any Axis assault . 
Fbm AK and TRC. Lorrin Bird, *8 WellipgLoti 
Rd„ Elitiom. b'Y JIM3, [5 I6> 437-9G7. 

Any wargirttc dubs m Grange CoUftLy area. Know 
bam- lo play 12 AH games. Malcolm Green, 151 
Grand St.. Goshen. NY I09J4. <914) 294-7776. 

D'pp wanted for IL..-..,:. : K ■ IL -ic, I tW. 

Sthr. King. Tob, Alex, WSJrlM. Blite, RI opp. 
musL be under IT |hae 5 yr. experience). Bead 
MeNelltn. I J Iji Ilij| Ur 11 LUitc. Ktnp Fa.Tk. NY 
11754, (516) 265-5912. __ 

Pbm OJponrnts wanted BB, DD, 65 play 
Tournament, Bill complete nil games unrated play 
for fllti. ROa Rith, 7379 Cedar Posl Rd., 
Liverpool, NY 130*8. 

Pbm. Ftf Pah. FanLd. Lull. RW, jr, ru™. 

Camp, Toh, Sqd Ldr, AIW. I'm 15 AREA ruled 
730 AA. AREA ruled games only, will answer all 
leflcrs. Mark CarrpJI, 27 Reynolds Rd, ShoreiiRtri,. 
NY 11786, f5J6) 744-5093. 

Ftf opp one nu wanted for: Ribs, Camp, Grad. 

AK, WSA)M, Amio, Pun, PanLd, Tnh, Sq. Ur. 
HiVc club if interested. AREA rat-ed. Waller 
Green, Tide Cowl, Wadinj Ri-vec, NY 11792. 

Acblung! Admiral Rich challenges aJ! Electro- 
Search full settle Juilsnd.ftf JR. AJW. TTtC. Mid. 
Fan Ld, Tob, BB, DD, Fr'40, send phone numbers. 
Steuben R.ich. f,G Box 2r. PLittbuio.NC 27313. 

Wanted: pbm ont/' for Bhla or Krieg. Beginner 

AREA ranng of ew, Yt>d piok tide. Ba^lo tubs. 
Dave Targe sky, 14015 Kathleen Dr., Bronkpirk, 
OH 44H2, 67MQ49._ 

No AREA necessary slightly experienced. KM, 
phm pbp Jeffrey Y, Hoon, 471 S. Stmunri 896. 
B.G, OH 43492, (419) 352+1219. 

Game junkie bcb- to sE Ohio. Prefer ftf but will 

aho snauker you pbm. MdiI AH games. WUI 
travel. AREA optional, Will answer all re pika, 
Jrm Rurid, 812 HighJarvd, Cambridge, OH 43725, 


jj^TJ m booked on War.games. Need a Hx badly. 

Rf pbm pbp any aH gattaes. All kutn m carls 
answered. No AREA rating. Robert Leb, 326 !3 
St, N,W , Carnorv, OH **7tw. 455-8I4B, 

Willing to play all games. Over 18 yrs. only. I 
prefer pliyiflg OfdCf AH games. Friendly aLnuas- 
pbete. No do or die competition. Gino Oran, 4804 
Ck-vcfand AVu.. N.W. H20, Carttori, OH 44709, 
499-I4IJ. _ 

Need fU, pbm LaR, FanLd. ] am 12, but smart. 1 
have seep VERY little ee>atpeeliLeti, but be-o-anr! J 
am good. Donald Wpodhouse, SyraitWHe 
Rd„ Cleveland Hti OH 44J IB, (216) 9J2-9792. 

Reasonably bond player seeks opponent for AK. 

DD, [776, Wae, Blire, WSilM, Russ. Camp. 
Prefer ftf boi will try j>bm, Ja.t Cfandrasrikhar, 
2558 Derbyshire Rd., Oeve. Hlx. OH 44106, 321- 
9382. _ 

Gim Fasa? Where arc alL the warganseaST J peed ftf 
ecinapetitiop |p any urargamc. I have most AH 
ginaes. Steve Lobr, 245 Fairfield Pike, Fairborn, 
OH 45324. -!.4-7t)72 


Openings, art Pbm Dip, Blind Fun, Starshp and 
others. A REA rated if desired. Said SASE for free 
tample of my ’line. Steve HeinowskL 1630 W28, 
Loral a. OH 44952 _ 

1 peed oppoperL pbm pbp or flf. I have Lufl, Mid, 
1776, Grad, T*c, JR. and t*ti gcL AK. F*rt, 
FanLd, War at Sea. Eric Ehingcr, 536 W. Maple, 
N Canton, QH 447;n. 499-S*m, _ l 

Frf opponents Banted for most AH games, 
preferably 1776,3R. Fan, FittLd, TRC, WS*I M, 
Mid. if AREA rated, so much the better. Gonraci: 
Mare [I Hauna. 2085 Strae Rd., F.O. Box 141, 
Peninsula, OH 44264, (2161 657-2836. _ 

Ftf ins' AH giotta or raher. Raymond J. [chricu 

123 County Lire, Weslerville, OH 43081. *91- 
MH9, 

North Texas, * 1 Oklnlmnu np pci nest Lv winded for ftf 

wltblltan fHktir sf Lawton, OK. Haw old. Tavorites 
and new games. AREA atysur pjKion. CRT lilt L 
Strain, FAD A 0-77, OH. Stu. Btn.. FI. SIB, OK 
73593,14415) 3S1-4851 _ 

Ftf Old ClaKiti, TRC, nuAnce Lo Grugnards. Am 

latter. John Miebalski, 9)3 NE Sixth .'it Me,ore. 
UK 73160. _ 

Victims’ Jfnw is ypur ebsmee lo gei ifttugluercd’ 

Ftf in WSA1M, To*, SST, FanLd, Fan, RW, 


Luft, 3R, Mid. Fr’4l), Aliy dubs in ErciL Fnrtlarid? 
Kris Barrets, 157*11 S.E. Divisina, Portland. Oft 
972ft, t^3) 76*^6679 _ 

General Yon DohherTwil) htisr jnv oppoiVn'iL OUL 

bf Europe ftf in JR, Dipl, WA8, 1914, RW, 
tempted? I ,cmK 10 kill all OOfliCre, Dttbhie Edward 
Lambert. 1765 Acrrial Way, Salem. Oft 97302. 
362-J* 10. 

Wanted fir players for Alinona Club. All AH 

BRIgitlMd and othm. Mark Righrnour, 1515 12ih 
St., Altoona, PA P.t>. B<.!t 9721,16693. (* 14) 943- 
12*86. _ r 

AREA rating player seeks nppntwnf pbffl ur flf in 
AlttLia)- RW. ITT6. Russ. Camp, Toh, PanLd. 
Si mil p, KM. Am average, ftob Davirtc. 1419 
Welsh Rd, Huntingifun Valley, PA 19006, |2I5) 
WI-7-4719. ___ 

AREA 1600 player Bribes AREA 1400+player for 

German side in a rated phm game df DB-oe DD. 
Will promptly answer all replies. Dean CfUrien, 

] 17 Penn Woods Dr, Irwin, PA 13642, f412) T47- 

3794, 

Have AK, Alex, Amfb.'Bffi, DD, Fr’4<), Gelt. LuR. 

Mid, Fxn, PanLd, 3ft, W'ut. Will play any other 
pbm alL gamtv. Joe Kohulnieky, 76 Penn High Pk , 
RJ, Jeannette, HA r>644 523-3749 _ 

Flf or pbm for Alex, 1776, also: Teacher wjih 

patience for 7ft Fgli area. Any dubs here? Rexa 
Ismatl-lieigi, 118 Buckingfum Rd,, FillsErtirgJt, 
PA 13213 . (412) 781-0178. _ 

Help! Need toenage ftf players far WSAIM. Fail. 

FanLd. Dull. JuL. Mid, Wal, WAS, Getr. Will 
Icam Others. OwU player. BartK-y Frierson, 616 
Glengary Dr, Pittsburgh, PA 15215, 96J-7f«3. 

l-driking tor a n Oppo. in AtW or CU. rtl. t-altalter 

3 pm on weekends only to p]*y, David Yenton. 
1251 MUnJucb Rd., Piltshurgb. PA I52C7, 687- 
3269. 


Need opponents; will phm Pan. AREA 120(1, Abe 
pbm or ftf A|W. FanLd, Tub, Lull. 1776.AREA 
only. Bob Kesko, 40- Edilb Sl_, fivke^viLte. PA 
I5W.5, 894-79.55, _ ' 

Opponents wanted for BS. Pan, Pbm C' r Flf 

AREA rated 1503, AiliXrttr willing to lose? Will 
play “AREA" or jiaL for fun. Age 25. M«hnel M, 
Mareneeip, 427 £*lOtt Si.. Provklerre, RI 02908, 
(491) 75D2037. _ 

-Ifii-n USG Wflrglmera Sociely or lake free 

university course Ln Wargimmg. Heljif M hh buy 
Airflx CttitH^iera hMW holifcTti, mounted officers 
(A merican, British) from Revolution sets, Stephen 
P. Herebik, Box *7326 USC. Columbia, 5C 
29208- 777-5*96. _ 

Average iauli plnyer KekSi flf Ln Hitt. RW, Pan, 

Bill/. Will pbm last Lwoi Bill Barker, RSC Rnx 
3233, EAFft, SD 37706. 


Avcrap: gamer seeks adulL mature ftf opponent; 

in AK. Fan, PanLd. Tub, was or oLher AH 
Einris. Michael D'Andrics, 126 Dave Dr, 
Ciirtuvttle, TN 37840, 648-1282. 

Av^ 25 yr. old wants Ilf in BB, tletr, l,uft, Pflri. 

PnnLll, 3 R, Kt, Prefer lacticaJ level combat. Isn't 
there anyone in Ausiln who^S game? Hetb F'aLf, 
2002 B. Sharon Ln, Austin, TK 78763,(512)476- 
4278. 


Beginner rsjeds experience, Hive T«. was! 

Starship Troopers- Also rsecd tips end advice on 
eompmeriKd giining. FB M or ftf a-s appropriate. 
Steve Fiecman, 3309 Susquehanna, Austin, TK 
7*723, 926-7*26 _ 

Ftf opponents wanted Tor AK, Krieg, l.afr. Mid, 
Grig, 39. Fan. 1 am 16 arid w-uuld like to gain 
experience. Daniel EilaraLon, 15t>J Gunsmith Sr, 
Ctillcjie Siaboa, TX 7784Q, ^3-^9*- 

12 yr_ old beginner wants in phm Krieg. Willing t6 

j)fL alaughlered lo learn. Jeff Durham, 6504 
Landale Dr, Ft. Worth, TX ft 134 293-39a9, 

A REA 1200 flayer wants pbni "AIW,' Fan L<T, 

Russ. Camp, Troopers, Blhv, DD, Luft, WAS 
Have Pbm shceis and systrmes for many AH 
games. William Tsun, 225 AJramira Ave, Cedar 
City. Ul 34720- 536-9346 _ 

Any waigamers in SLC, Murray urea? 1 B-anx ftf 

com)). Fifty ItlHl war games. John Merrill, 199 
Lindon Wav, Murray, LIT 84107, 26&J>428. 

Warned Pbm I if opponents. Am AREA 1200. 

Pbm in Pan, Anxio, Punljd. AK, Mid, Ftf SST, 
wSftJM, KiNBfUhr. WAS. Tob, 3R„ RW. Alesta 
urd others. Dpn Uueiiieft, 3773 S, 3 IDO £*Jt, Salt 
Lake Gity^ UT 84109, 27*3*649. 

Merm-DG eluh®. adult gamera, conracL rtttfw hr 

classics, variants, multi-player gemesalL publixh- 
CIT- Atu' icama recruiting? Larry Franks, 102 W. 
Monroe Ave., Alexandria, VA 223&1, fW) 683- 
4726. _ _ _ 

Two good migamera need wnnhy opftpnema for 
ftf. Have A K, DD, Luft, Fan Ld, will learn others. 
Would like to join club. Chris Simpson, SS03 
Child!! Lane, Alex, VA 22308, 36Q-6J50. 

Non-A REA jtbmadullv row Wsi. RH. Fr'49. bOlh 

Grtts, dead, Alex. Flay Tor Tun, not blood or while 
flags’ Have several other titteafttxl am flexible it 
to game and side. Roger Noid, 3354 Woodbum 
Rd„ AnnftJale, VA H(W3, (793) 573-6631, 

Ftf opponenL wanted fnr AK, Alex, Mid, 1776, 
Tstfid. Am good Rliyer, Robert wjicon, Box 534. 
RLcfalatids, VA 2464 L 963/B909. _ 

ijookLng for pifl/m cor pbna “Bhadr (hidden 

movementj, Far, FanLd, include any rube addi- 
lioni you wish, Particularly need modem ior. 
David Hetnze, 6 Emerson St., Richmond, VA 
23223. 737-8275, _ 

Help! Need pbm, pbp or ftf opponents nnd,'nr 
club opponunuy for FaaLd. 3R, Lull, Mid, 
Anio, TRC. Will traveJ RiLtsburgh nnL llul far 
away David A. Sirtay. 1632 OtlaharsL Dr.. 
Fairmont, WV 26554, (3(M) ft3-0942 _ 

A AA [200 '.vanI.-: rated only J 209+ Pan, pbm. You 

scenario and me side w | like*]. 6 or 9, You pick 
side. Also non-raled Sq.Ld. John Griffin, 96 W. 
HanatMlnrc, Ftrimont- wv 36759 

Phm opponents vranbed fm AK, Pan, Blilx, DD, 

Mid. Grad. AREA rated. Interested m playing 3R 
phm. Anybody have a EtKuJ sysiem? Answer ill 
ICLIerC. ScotL PUgel, 5127 W. Goodrich La., Brown 
Peer, Wl 53223, 3344J93. __ 

AREA rated pbm opponent wanted for BB. Luft. 
and Grad. Am looking for opponeniv rated Rt lerai 
1200. All letters anav,vred. 5nrit Oaefirirg, Rt. 6, 
Box 322, Haym-ard, WJ 54843, 1 7151 634-8316. 

Wash, to pbrn Fin r Fix, Fin, PanLd, DD. Fr'49, 
RW, AIW, Mid KM if, Mitmubo urea, Any 
clubs in Milwaukee? Have applied Tor AREA 
rating. Robert J. Cesitrio, *329 W, Congress, Api 
6. Milwaukee, W[ 53218, (4H) 4614)498.. 

A-l-.ll .- -I I-- |: 'll I- V V K. It.:-- ' .1 

or Fan. AL letlers answered. Bill Frank, 732 
Hialeah Dr., Racine, Wl f 4|4) 63943135 

Racme Wargamera where are you? 15 yr. old will 
play fif in Luft, Mid, F*n, Pnrl,d, JR and others 
Willing to learn new games. Pelr White, 107 
Howland Ave. Racine. W| 33494 .^ 37^690 


We have 29+ gamers B ho meet week ly fW ftf play 
ben- plnyere welwime. All games. 1‘hone 971 -Otl2l>. 
Bill Stone c ; n Eenh Shoe. Spnntfkld MalL 
Snnnelidd. VA22I59. _ 

[1 yr. old necks ftf opponent for 3R, A K. BB- 1776 

or any AH pun. John McSneeney, 972 Edwin 
Dr.. Y'u. BeacJi, VA 2%Abl, 467-2268,_ 

GiMd r4u.ycr wants adult opp. phm anyone or fif 
Wesl. Wash, in Arruo 1776, 5R, Others nnl yet 
fated. But will he soon. Michael J. Camp, 37(1 
Is raeL 429, Tumwmer. WA985U7, 94308764. 

AK. Ak-J:. BB, Gelt, JuL, Luft, Mid, Plm, Pftnl.iJ, 

RW, 1776, Tac, Whi, all df Ibr above are ftf. 
Stephan Ditnilrafr, 503 East W St., Tumwftter, 
WA 98501, J57-ftj3, _ 

Oppeuawin wanted to phm in Luft, BR, Blin, nr fif 

in Luft, BB, AlW, 'Grad, possibly pbp. Not 
AREA rat cl. Will learn anything. Rick Va ndreuil, 
*08 Coleman Sl„ Chippewa Fftlfe. Wl 54729. (715) 
723 - 4834 ,_ 

AREA ralcd game;, only Pbm Fait. Am rated 
161)1? you must be L3O0 or heller. Send sit. and 
option, JU pick the *id«. Phil (ieftmiilL. 7421 W. 
MclrinMtr. Wauwatosa, Wl 53213 |4I4| 1749. 

WUling to play any mar gamer OH any AH game ftr 

lit or near the Chatham area own a good line of 
AH game*. Tyrant Newby. 87 Mary Sr., 
Chatham, Oal. Canada Nil. | Aj, 331-5563, 

ARE A OpporlertLs wanted for pbm Russ. Camp 

|me Gcr.| and pbm P]in $*ts. 7, 19 (ttftt (irf.) iw 
Other sib: am rated 1209 Age [6. Bruce Genrge, 
Box 58, RR *2, OirawH, Pnav Olirario K2C3HI. 
825-2322, _ 

Wanted: phm opponent* fnr AK All confer; 
RCCepLed. Mike RuciiL, 1950 Markham Rd., 
Scarhom, ApL.217, Pnovines Gut, M I H.2Y7,438- 


AREA rated. Quick response deuaanded. Flayers 
from I7+. FlJ. pbm: BfiLx, SSl, 3R, (alio) multi¬ 
player, RanLd, L.ufi, new pbnt iystcml I’m Sci-Fi 
Designer, loral expert. Jrxus Paulo Cnrvnlho, Av. 

5 De PuLuhno, 77, jE v Li^9t I, Pyr^ H l t ^36^ 

FlT opponents wanted in Waurau, Jltcven* Pnim 
area. AK, AkUt. Wai, Fan, FarlLl, Russ. Camp, 
WSilM. Club forming in Rreh Rill Fawsetl, 32? 
N. 74b Ave., Wausau, Wl 54401,1715) B43-6530. 
14 yr. oM begmtwr w&nit Itf eptwnrrit in 
WauwaLosa area. Same level. Am not areu rated. 
Will play Jul r Luft. FanLd. or Tirad. Eric 
Ruhmig. 2625 N. 95 S4-. Wupwato**, Wl 53226, 
774-36*7. _ 

15(K>+ a ft Ea raied, Pbm Luft. FanLd. RC, Gen. 
3R, and Dip. AREA only. First 20 IcLIers 
Answered Draparatt WilL provide hous+ng fw 
FBMcrs. Paul R. Yarmey, TWCC LTnlimired, 
Gen. Delivyp', wy 43001 , _ 

Newly raLed player wanrs phm foiAnxio, Pun and 
ftf for just Ritem tiny other grime. Ail feit4ra 
answered. Any Dip. players in Ibis area? FauL M. 
MockerL, Jr., 42()9 55th. Ave,, N.R Seattle, WA 
98105. f296) 525-6893. 

Adult 28 seeks ftf opponent*. Own Puri, PanLd, 

RC, AIW. Fr’40, 'Grad, but am willing to play 
aJmissn any AH game. Jim ftnebe. W. 42? 
Bcllwobd Circle. Snokane, WA 99218, 

Help, dc-ens'r unytiody play wur,games in NHnfti- 

mo7 1 will play flf any gamr, I invn AK, Anxio, 
Pan, RW, 1776, 3R, Russ. Camp. Marc Bntsson- 
iieaulL. 693 Nova Si.. Nanairm*. BC, Canada 
Y9R5S8, 753-9759. _ 

l deii ra pbin Oppdrtcnts I tsf AK, Fr’40, RC,WA5. 
Tirad, und IT7ft. AREA rated 1440, Will snsaer 
all Letlers prnmpLly. Be ready for a good game. 
Mitchell Waller, 3973 E. 27th Ave , Vance-uver. 
BC V5RIN9, -i34-4>506. _ 

Wanted pbm play III Great Bn lain or Europe. AK. 
DD, Fr-44, Lxtfi, PanLd. Experienced playw 
AREA 1290 provisional. Any clubs in I3C? Simon 
Matthews, 432 N Dollatw Hwy, R van.. BC 
CAN V79 INl-604.929.37QK. _ 

AREA rated uppunerU's iramlvd L-u- lake me On in 
pbm Russ. Camp, scenarios Chows your side, 
Alio pbm FanLd. and Fan. Am AREA approx. 
1130. Bruce George, Box 53, RR «2, OiIubb, 
Ontario. KZC3HI 325C3ZL 

Want Ln phm RW| LKmg rwn bose-6 srciclti, Wilf 

work OUt side and planes later. Will phy tti Lhe 
bitlei end. Raul Balant, 36 Garideniree St., West 
Hill, ON T MIE SGI 1416)2844052. _ 

Opponents needed for ftf AK, Guad, Jut, Luft, 
Mid, 1914, Fan, PanLd, RW. 3R. Knit wssjM. 
RC, WAS, 3.T, Dip, contact: Malcolm Wood, SDH 
London Rd- Sarnia, (JNT 336-1496. _ 

Fourth Kcicli is tack from victory on Eastern 
Front, Wam pbm rated tanjes of Fa n. You tfioot* 
siL. I choose side. Require rating of 1209+ as mine 
is, Rnri Saure, 311 Cttiry, Windsor, Province 
Qnlajio N9B2J6, 254-3171. _ 

Wid, ftf opponents for average have AK, Ludt, 

Far, PnrLd. 3R, King, AIW, Was, Tob, J 776. A. 
Bruce Lotts, 101 Bouomlcy Ave. S„ Saskasoon. 
SASK. B7NIK5, 664-349S._ 

WarBinVrrl iri Japan where arr you? Drsperalely 
need ftf opponents for AK. Alpc, KB, Jut, Mftl. 
RW, Wat, preferably male, ages 10-16. Ted 
LeiMoti, l-li-2 Taraa-Machl, FtKitu-Shi. Toky*. 
183, Japan, 0413-61-9960. 


TO BUY 

Wauled: One J9I4 mnbilirxiion chart. Will buy 
for Si. MtriL br irtiril ur goud xerox copy. Also in 
desperate reed rnr good ftf opponents Jmnei A. 
Mattel, 20* Sylvia Aye.. Milpitas, CA 95035, 
262-1554. _ 

For sale: (ran. issues Vol. JI No. 5, thru VoL 13 

No. 4. Michael C. DeMarrelftere, 10437 Mills 
Tower Dr,. Rartcfiol, CA 95679, 363-6367. 

For sale: used AH cnJlBrnon. iremj. Stn J SASE f-Cf 

pi»K and condiliots lict. Brute Onak. 3858 W. 61st 
PL, Chioigo, IL 60629. __ 

Wanted: AH time Civil War and bacL issues or 
the General. Will pay J5 fnr xerox copy of Civil 
War beard and rules. Ru-bert 5. Kiuck, Rnute I. 
Box 39, Prairw ■■ It ; : I2| (i34-39l5. 

For Sale: Mini to nd hi on duad. 520.09. Price 

incLutfes postage anywhere in continemsl US. 
Gary CliarbOiirtrau. 317 Campus View Apt. 
BloomingUm, IK 4741)1, 339^1696. 

For Sa k: Brand new 1914. Couriers punched thirl 

never used. Besi offer Rrum G Lippflfd. S2J 
(.'amtKis View, Blonmingloa, IN 47401. _ 

For Siller 19)4, Guad, Gett, -Mb™, Exccllervt 

condittau. Send SA5E for price list to: Bill 
Karpovich. 2537 S. Maysry St.. Fhila. TA 19142. 

WiH pay *20.119 for Biermarek Gary McCtmiKlI, 

3683 Kenyon A:ra., Balm MP 21213, 4*5-6547. 

Wanled 10 buy: UmRRS. Mlt+St 6c Cdmplett Ally 

•easn-nable oHcr accepted. Contact: Larry Mull, 
5949 K’nrmstndalc Ct,, Mpla. MN 55436, (612) 
920-3537. 


Wanted: Mint L914 and extra counter sets. Name 
your price- Also: will irademim Toh. for General 
Vol. [3, No. 4. Tom Shydler. 804 Cha6m. Las 
Yeau^. NV 86n>T.(7ti2) *74-5347. 

Will pay tap price for good condition Generals 

po;, Vol, 12. For sale: “like new' Civil War, 
Bismarck, l.ufL, please reply before 1-15-78. 
Ineiude SASE. Bin Sent. Jr„ 318 Chetten Pky, 
Cherry Hill. NJ 08934. (609) 9834381. 

ForSnif’ perfect com] Guad. 525. or will trade for 
perfect ctxnd. )9I4. I pay of postage. Daniel 
Leader, Atnericnr Rmbsssy t-State) AH) NY 
99893. 

For Ssk: Gu*d. Orig. tag, Wi||io,m Hsivkms. 

Box 16916 U.T. blaliun, Knoxville. TN 37916 
For Sale: 3 ratnt cond, 1914 gamei teoumerv 

unpnnched even!) £30 each. 1 pay postage send 
SASE to: Casey Nelson. U8U8 84tt» Ave,, NE. 
BolhclL WA 989)), (266) 485-4357. _ 

Per ale: UritiiwJ IUI4. Goad. Buraia rak SI I racb 

ppd or best offer. Early Generals also. Paul ft. 
Seroggic, H L I, Sprague. WA 99932. 

1914 for safe, very good cnndilipn. Includes* phm 

pads, and extra (unpurrhed) set of (rarman 
eoimieri.. aLI above fur J23. I wifi pay postage. 
Gregory ftubiu, 1867 Thomas Dr., East Troy, Wl 
53128, 414-642-3692._ _ 

Wanted: Complete volx. or Generals 9 Jr Ml. Also 
VoL 11, Nd. 2.3.4. I am v.illil>E l-u pay Idpdollar 
good xerox OK, Jihaiie SuJscr, 1700 Swanson 
8168. RuA apitll^. wy 82WI. 382-5554 
Wanled: Old 'Generals’Vol. 10and 11. Phntocop- 

ics awepiahle, W'iH pt.y po»rage plus costs lo 
reproduce. Also wanled: 'Hex’ Gettysburg and 
orig+nai Anakh Name yoetr price, J inn hiltce. P G. 
Jinx 1003. Snslate-eu, Saskatchewan, Caruda 
247-6581. 


For rale or trade, unused 1934; counters an- 
Piinehed Beit offer accepted. Larry F. 
Wincgnrdcn, Apt. 5, Rohinson Sit., La Fuietre, 
GA 3872(3 MOF638-Z269. _ ' 

Wanted so buy; Guad, will pay J29 f-nt a good 

con Jition game. Alt parts should be tailh ibe came 
Ksal Lyle-. 393 Hilltreti Dr.. Madison. IN 47250. 
(812)265-55*7._ 

Warn to buy: ex. cond. 1914. will take lowest offtT. 
TimoLhy Wayne Furmer, 36? W. Kindig,. (n- 
dlananolis. IN 46217, I -317-381-0100. 

Would like In trade good condition CiviL War for 

excellent condition 1914. Flraue tend SASE. All 
letters answered. Also need ftf opponents for 
many games. Rich Eaton- 4308 Douglas Ct.. 
nerarttoa, CA 94566. *46-6365. _ 

For calc: Many diSHMLittued and hard to find 

games. Inchidiug a near mini Hex-Getrys, Call n* 
write for h-.i and prices. Alsu w-am Tralalgar. 
Manr Schwara, 490 EucalypLus, Hillshorotigb. CA 

94014, |d|Jl W-IW9. __ 

Fur sale: Vol. 12, N o. 5 is= ue u f Gen eraL Be staffer. 
College und adult gamerijumenoflici slmulSUartt 
board gamera rlub al Northwestern University iu 
Evanston. Fred J. Meotia, 5319 W. Outran, 
Sfcaltie- IL 68946, ( 312) 679-4917._ 

Package rale: Phm equipped original Anrin. 
Guad. top CiMldlUon. Bonus: Twlw consecutive 
issues of Dfellm Mugayine, many with ikw gnmc$. 
CampleLe package 530 postpaid. Alan Augcn- 
hniun, 839 East 5Jih Si.. Brookfn. NY II2M, 
531-8257. _ 

Trade: Mint-caraftLibn 1914 f6r U-Boat or Bisc Bill 

Jihinxkey, JT9I5 Second Si,, Willoughby. OH 
44994. 216-951-344*. _ 

Wfliued: Back Issuci of the drawral. Sertd lieu or 

issues with contents and price. Alt extra coumera 
Itauvi he thffcl May he xeraxod. Edward Tucker. 
RtJ, Box 7f)5 F, Eureka, MQ 63025. &T-3BW. 

Wanted to buy LeMxnx in good condition. MusL 
be complete, name your price. Michael R.Muvicp, 
8-1 ■: SI . Vi:-. = .=,:■ 

Wanted: Pbm Russ. Camp, DD (me Germans), ftf 
Rush, Camp. DD. Grad. Pan. PanLd. 3R. 
A.ft-E-A. prefered. My rating 34(15. For rale 
Guad.Ortg. AJIXlo. Srnd h*d. Kevin C<tmbs. 11225 
Did Balto. Pike, BehsviUe, MD24795, | W|) 9J7- 


For Sale: 1st ediLion Gell. very good ctHidiLipn, 
box eorer wam, fet hid aver *73, consider Lrade. 
Daetg Meurs. Lais Lane R.D.flJ, Poughkeepsie, 
'.i ■ +-i?-6474, _ 

For sale: 1914 520. Excellent condition, played 
ooly twice. Abo very rare Vol. !, NO. 1-6 General. 
cX-CClIelit eondltlon. To highrsL bidder. Cpt. Ben 
IJackmau, 1340 New CnsLle Rd., Apr. B2. 
Durham. NC 27704. (919) 471-2831. _ 

For Sale or trade, 1914, B-mark, DD PJ 6[“ in EObd 
condilturt. Send SASE for list of other games.. 
Would like bade issue of General before Vo], [2. 
Shane Sulser, [TOO Swanson 4168. ftnek Springe, 
WY 82901 (801) 3*2-5554 _ 

For sale: Mint 1^14 1-onun.terr. unpuoehed) $15 t'k) 
pustpaid. Good Year or the Lord 520 postpaid. 
Gary Graber, 87i8 N. 42nd Ave., Fhceftlx, AS 
85021. _ 

For sale: Mint uttustd G-cartil 529. Jighily trird 
L914 512; I pay postage. Malcolm Whitman, 5448 
Aylesbtwn- Ave.. Fittsburgh. FA i5ZI7.(4l!2>6aF- 
6774. 

Fur sale Guad. 315 <w luglfevi offerT* ctrs tost, lair 

cond oLhemise trade? Yoa pay post. Bill 
ChlMrom. 932 S.£. 28tlt. Portland. OR 97214. 
235-5094. _ 

For &ilc: Guad 525: I9I4‘325. Hex Getl 120: 

Bismarck $20; first version Gelt S15; Orfg C-ville 
5*01 NfebChCSi S25l include S ASEc poster 52.50. 
Robert H. McArthur, 14956 Maeatlan Way, 
hjwfly.CAYWbdJTM) 74^-^,__ 

Wanled desperately: complete, iolacr General 
brick, issues of VoJ, 9 and 19. Modem day Baron 
needs Rirhthuden's War articles: Any reasonable 
price considered. Dale R. Morrow, 43 8 74th Ave., 
Guurt. EksL Moline. EL 61244, (309) 755-1495. 

Must hare Vo). J, Nu. 4 GeneraL S3 2,J9 (also 
need issues fraffl Vol. I • VuL 6.1TJ pay ynur price- 
Jvend lists. Noeupies, jusmrigitialS Til pay? Jeha 
CPAddarw-. 35 Greenhush St.. Cortlarid. NY 
13045, 697.7534)614 _ 

IB geotf condition Lemaos; nhnbaek IvjiJCs 

or many mjgs Top prices fur reasonable condi- 
lion Fbm AK, Grad, AREA or rot, My ratiftg 
1450. David Ant«ak. F.O. Box 541J, Raleigh, NC 
27607,919-834.6*30,_ 

Will trade 1 $14 (in n-x cond Box top ip worn 
■Sdrife, drily pldyod Iwioe) tor Jut '74 or Alex arid 
fi& With uVotGOEtur. 633 Ave ElyriB, OH 
4403b. 








































































































































































































THE GENERAL 



A great board game for 


Squad Leader 
and GENCON X 
any battalion-level action of 


er at both Origins 77 
virtually 
in Europe. 


Borrowing heavily from miniatures 
rules, an ingenious new game system 
approaches the effects of simultaneous 
movement, streamlined for the utmost in 
playability. 


SQUAD LEADER utilizes Pro¬ 
grammed Instruction to introduce each 
of its 12 scenarios gradually so the player 
need read only a fraction of the overall 
rules to get started. 

Leaders play a major role in the game 
by directing fire, rallying broken units, 
and generally enhancing the perform¬ 
ances of their troops. The underlying 
theme of SQUAD LEADER is one 
hinged on morale. The player who can 


utilize his leaders most effectively to 
direct fire on the opposition while 
keeping his own forces under cover and 
out of enemy fire lanes will usually be the 
winner. Usually because nothing is ever 
100% certain in SQUAD LEADER. 

In the advanced scenarios, the game 
expands to incorporate Offboard Artil¬ 
lery, night rules, barbed wire, entrench¬ 
ments, minefields, bunkers, multi-level 
buildings, rubble, fire, river crossings, 
snow, roadblocks, mortar, etc. Yet the 
biggest option is the very open-ended 
nature of the game itself. Complete 
Design Your Own and Campaign Game 
systems have been included to allow 
players an infinite variety of individual 
scenarios and extended campaigns. 


SQUAD LEADER comes boxed 

complete with four 8" x 22* interchange¬ 
able full color isomorphic boards, 716 
two-sided counters, 36 pp. rulebook, 
scenario cards, two Quick Reference 
Data Cards, and two dice. 

The Avalon Hill Game Company 
Dept SCIO, 4517 Harford Rd. 
Baltimore, Md. 21214 

□ Send me copies of SQUAD LEADER 
@ $12 plus 

□ Just send me your full-color catalog 
showi ng all 70* games. 


Name 

Address_ 


Apt 

Citv- 

State 

Zip __ 


Richelieu 

Jean Bart 

Strasbourg 

Dunkerque 

Lorrain 

Bretagne 

Provence 

Courbert 

Ocean 

Schlesien 

5 6 7 

3 6 7 

4 3 7 

4 3 7 

3 3 3 

3 3 3 

3 3 3 

2 3 

3 ‘ 

2 3 3 

1 1 3 

Algerie 

Colbert 

Dupleix 

Duquesne 

Foch 

Suffren 

TourvNIe 

Bearn 

1 

Paris 

Schleswig- j 
Holstein 

Jt. 

1 1 7 

1 1 7 

1 1 7. 

1 1 7 

1 1 7 

1 1 7 

1 1 7 

0 1 

6 

2 3 3 

t 1 3 
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A.R.E.A. RATING SERVICE 

As outlined in The General, Vol 11, No, 5, Avalon Hill 
offers a lifetime service whereby players are rated 
in relationship lo other game players. Return 
coupon NOW, along with the $4.00 lifetime service 
fee for complete details on the Avalon Hill 
Reliability Experience & Ability Rating 

□ I dont object to having my name and address 
printed in The General with the rating fists. I rate my 
self: 

□ A—an excellent player 
D B—a good player 

□ C—an average player 

□ D—a novice in my first year of gaming 

□ E—a beginner 

I realize that my rating may change according to 
how welt I fare against others. For now, please send 
me complete details and membership eard—bere's 
my $4.00 

NAME__.— 

ADDRESS __ 

CITY_STATE,__ ZIP_ 


GENERAL BACK ISSUES 

Only a limited number of GENERAL back issues are available for $1.50 each plus normal postage and 
handling charges, Due to low supplies we request that you specify an alternate for any selection you make. 
The index below lists the contents of each issue by subject matter; feature articles are designated with an(‘), 
series replays are italicized, and the number following each issue is the reader rating of that particular issue. 


Vol. 12, No. 1 - *1776. Anzio. miscellaneous, Panzer blitz, Chan cel lorsville, Panzer Leader, Stalin¬ 

grad, Tactics II , , * 2.57 


Vol. 12, No, 2 — ‘3 Tobruk, Panzerhlirz. Bulge, Blitzkrieg, Panzer Leader, Stalingrad ... 3.10 
Vol. 12, No, 3 ‘Jutland, Waterloo, miscellaneous. Third Reich, Chan cello jf»ville . . , 3.96 
VoL 12, No, 5 - ‘Panzerblitz, Anzio, miscellaneous, Afrika Korps. Blitzkrieg, Third Reich , . , 3.22 
VoL 12, No. 6 — ‘ChancellorsviHe, WS&IM. miscellaneous. Panzer l eader, Stalingrad . . 3,42 
Vol, 13, No. 1 * Luftwaffe, Panzer Leader, 2 1776, Waterloo, Kingmaker, Alexander . . . 3.58 

Vol, 13, No, 2 — ‘WS&IM. Diplomacy. Third Reich , + , 3.32 

Vol. 13, No. 3 ‘Caesar's Legions, Midway, miscellaneous, Panzerblitz, France ’40, Kingmaker, 

1776, Stalingrad, Russian Campaign, Wat at Sea . . , 2.53 
Vol, 13 , No, 5 — ‘Origins of WWI1. Afrika Korps, ChancellorsvtUc, Caesar's Legions. WS&1M, 
Richthofen's War, 1776, Panzer Leader, miscellaneous , . . 3,31 
Vol. 13, No, 6 ‘Starship Troopers, Panzerblitz, Starship Troopers 4, Russian Campaign. War at Sea, 
Tobruk, Panzer Leader, Diplomacy, Midway, miscellaneous , , , 3.62 
Vol. 14, No. I ‘Caesar—Alesia 5, The Russian Campaign, Luftwaffe, Third Reich, Arab-tsraeli Wars, 

Alrika Korps, Panzer Leader . . , 3.56 
Vol. 14, No. 2 ‘Kingmaker 7. Alexander, Squad Leader . . , 3.27 


WOODEN SHIPS AND IRON MEN IN PLASTIC TRAYS 


Back in the good old days games didn't have 
quite so many pieces, and storing them was no 
problem. Everything fit nicely in the single¬ 
compartment trays provided with each game. Limes 
have changed. Games can have up to a thousand 
separate counters, counters have to be selected at 
random times during a game, and in any given 
situation, only a small fraction are used at any one 
time. Storing, sorting, and searching have become 
significant problems for many of today's complex 
games. 

Fortunately, this problem is largely alleviated by 
the plastic trays now available from Avalon Hill, So 
you order a bunch of trays, dump out a pile of 
counters thrown randomly in a box, and wonder 
whai goes where? Organizing your counters in your 
tray can be as difficult as organizing an assault on 
Opustoschenia. You want to arrange the counters in 
a logical fashion that makes sense to you. It should 
be easy to find a particular unit, and easy to sort the 
counters at the end of a game so that pieces arc put 
in the proper place. In addition, all of the pieces 
assigned to a particular compartment must fit, 
which is not always easy. 

t offer you tray arrangements for 16 of Avalon 
Hill's games (one at a time) with the most copious 
components. They have all been tried and they work 
quite well. Most games require one tray; a few 1 
require two. 

Note that W' counters can be packed in layers of 
2 bv 4 units. The K" counters [PANZERBLITZ 
size) can be packed in layers of 2 by 3 u nils, and they 
fit quite snugly. The larger counters ( VICTOR Y IN 
THE PACIFIC ship counters) don't fit quite so 
neatly as the smaller counters. 

Note: it is quite a disaster if the top of a tray slips 
off and all the counters, once so neat, fall into one 
huge pile. To avoid this J suggest securing each trav 
with four paperclips, one in the middle of each side. 


VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC 
1, 2, 3: All Japanese Turn I units, including 
Marines, Land-based Air, and 1-Boat 
4: US Groups W, X, Y. 2 
5: Rest of Allied Starting Forces (excluding Pearl 
Harbor) 

6: Pearl Harbor ships, plus I-point damage 
markers 



9 _ 10 


J3_ _ ]4 




7: Both Allied and Japanese Turn 2 reinforce¬ 
ments, plus 2-point damage markers 
8:1 urn 3 reinforcements, 3-point damage markers 
9: T urn 4 rei n force mem s, 4-point damage ma rkers 
10: Turn 5 reinforcements, 5-point damage markers 
II: Turn 6 reinforcements, 6-point damage markers 
12: 1 urn 7 reinforcements. 7-point damage markers 
13: Turn 8 reinforcements, 8-point damage markers 
14: Turn 9 reinforcements, 9-point damage markers 


15: Sunk and Disabled markers (plus blank coun¬ 
ters) 

16: POC, Control Flags, and all Garrisons 

Although this arrangement takes a little while to 
sort after a game, note how easy it becomes to start a 
game, and how easy it is to find those damage 
markers in the heat of a battle, Taping an identifying 
label above each compartment does away with the 
need to memorize specific contents. 
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WE WANT YOU . . . 

to write for the GENERAL, If you can string 
words together into an interesting article 
format on any Avalon Hill wargame, there's a 
good chance you Ye just the person we re 
looking for You can supplement our literary 
staff with articles of strategy, game analyses, 
Series Replays, commentaries, new scenarios, 
or variants. 

AH articles should be type written, double- 
spaced and accompanied by a self-addressed 
envelope bearing first class postage. Other¬ 
wise, rejected articles will not be returned. 
Articles should be supplemented with illustra¬ 
tions and/or charts whenever possible. 

Commencing with the January, 1977 issue 
the GENERAL will pay $5 per running 10" 
column of edited text. Letters to the Editor are 
not subject to remuneration. Alternatively, 
authors may elect to take their remuneration in 
the form of Avalon Hill products, paid at the 
rate of 150% of the cash remuneration. 

At the end of each calendar year an 
EDITOR S CHOICE article will be selected. The 
author of this article will receive a $100 bonus 
and a lifetime subscription to the GENERAL , 
Articles will be judged on literary style and 
meaningful content. Quantity, bulk, or length 
of article wifi have no bearing on this selection. 
All types of submissions are eligible; Series- 
Replays, tactical analyses, variants, etc. 

This payment system is only valid for 
articles received after January 1, 1977. 


f 



COMPARTMEIMTTRAYS 

At last! The long suffered problem of unit 
counter storage for Avalon Hill games is 
solved The Avalon Hill compartment tray fits 
snugjy into the bottom of the bookcase style 
box, A clean plastic cover fits over the mold to 
prevent counter leakage. Each tray has sixteen 
V/ 2 "x 2 Yb" compartments s /b" deep which will 
accommodate up to 400 unit counters and 4 
dice. 

The tray is also usable in the flat box 
games By cutting off with a pair of ordinary 
scissors three of the four side panels of two 
trays another perfect fit is arranged for the flat 
box games—this time with 32 compartments 
and 5 dice depressions. 

These trays are available by mail order only 
direct from Avalon Hill, They will not be 
included in new game releases in either the 
retail or mail order line. The trays are available 
only in sets of 3 and sell for $3 25 per set plus 
75C postage charges, Postage coupons cannot 
be utilized to order compartment trays. Mary¬ 
land residents please add 5% state sales tax. 


FOREIGN 

READERS 

Due to contractual obligations with our 
exclusive distributors we cannot accept mail 
orders for games from Australia, Britain, Ger¬ 
many, Greece, Italy or Japan* Such orders must be 
placed with our exclusive distributors whose 
addresses you'll find listed on Page 2 of this 
magazine. Orders for pans and airmail subscrip¬ 
tions to the GENERA L are not subject to this ban. 
APO and FPQ addresses of U.S, servicemen 
likewise are not subject to this ban. We also urge 
you to gel in touch with the distributor fervour 
country in regards to placing your GENERAL 
subscription through him w hich in most cases will 
result in considerable savings for you* _ 


REDUCED HEX SHEET PADS 

Now available from the Mail Order Depart¬ 
ment is a pad of 30 hex sheets with normal half 
inch hexes printed on one side and T /a" hexes 
printed on the back. The pads are useful for 
designing your own games, making hex overlays 
for actual maps, or generally sketching moves 
and/or concepts. The pads are available from 
the parts department for $1.00 plus postage. 


FACTORY 

OUTLET 

Whenever in the Baltimore area Teel free to 
drop in at our design offices at 900 St, Paul Street. 
As a convenience to those who visit our Town 
House design offices, a wide selection of the latest 
games are available Tor sale to the public at full 
retail (sorry , no discounts given here * , , the half- 
price table discontinued as of April 30,) Games, 
only will be for sale. No parts or issues of The 
General: they must be ordered by mail. Pteasc 
bring your checkbook or be prepared to make 
exact change. Saturday visitors are invited to stay 
to playtest new titles or simply play their favorite 
games in the 1GB gamcroom. 

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Sat; 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 



PANZERBLITZ BOOKLETS 

After hundreds of requests for it, we ve 
finally published the best of the GENERAL'S 
many articles on PANIERBLtTZ —conventional 
wargamings all time best seller. Entitled 
' Wargamer s Guide to PANZ£RBL/TZ\ it 
initiates and may very well end the Best of the 
GENERAL " series as no other game has been 
the target of a comparable volume of literary 
attention. 

The 36 pp, manual resembles very much an 
issue of the GENERAL except that it is devoted 
100% to PANZERBUTZ The articles are taken 
almost exclusively from back issues, dating as 
far back as 1971 In addition, two never before 
published articles appear; Robert Harmon's 
' Commanders Notebook" which analyzes the 
original 12 scenarios, plus Phil Kosnett's 
"Chopperbfitz a hypothetical variant utiliz¬ 
ing helicopters with six new scenarios, 

Reprints include Larry McAneny's "The 
Pieces of Panzerblitz" — voted the best article 
ever to appear in the GENERAL, ‘Beyond 
Situation 13”—twelve additional scenarios by 
Robert Harmon; "Parabliu", 'Panzernacht ", 
'Blind Panzerblitz"; “Situation 13"; “Champi- 
onshrp Situations"; "Panzerblitz Conceal 
ment , and “Incremental Panzerblitz." Top¬ 
ping it ail off is a complete listing of all errata 
on the game published to date where the 
Opponents Wanted Page once ruled supreme. 

The Wargamer's Guide to PANZERBLITZ 
sells for S3,GO plus 5QC postage and handling 
charges from the Avalon Hill Game Company, 
4517 Harford Rd . Baltimore. MD 21214* 
Maryland residents add 4% state sales tax, 


PBM EQUIPMENT 


Tired of playing solitaire or humiliating 
the same opponent day after day? You may 
be good in your game room but what can 
you do against a good player from another 
part of the country? There's only one way 
to find out - play them by maid PBM is an 
easy to-learn and convenient to use system of 
playing fellow gamers across the nation. A 
special CRT and combat resolution system 
makes it impossible to cheat! PBM is an 
entirely different experience from face-to- 
face play, It has made better gamers of 
many who have tried it, and all those who 
have mastered ft. PBM is the only way to 
participate in the many national tourna¬ 
ments held regularly for Avalon Hill games. 


Each kit sells for $6.90 postpaid and 
includes enough materials (4 pads) to ptay 
virtually dozens of games, including adden¬ 
dum sheets which list grid-coordinates for 
those games not already possessing them. 
Half kits consisting of two pads and all the 
pertinent instructions sell for $3.50 post¬ 
paid. 

Kits are available for the following 


games: 

"AFRIKA KORPS 

"AIMZlO 

"BLITZKRIEG 

"BULGE 

"D-DAY 

"GETTYSBURG '64 


KRIEGSPIEL 

LUFTWAFFE 

PANZERBLITZ 

STALINGRAD 

RUSS CAMPAIGN 

WATERLOO 
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READER BUYER'S GUIDE | 
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HUE: VICTORY IN 1 HE PACIFIC $9 ! 
Strategic Game of Naval Action During! 
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WWII 

* 1 
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l 

! INSTRUCTIONS: Rate all- categories by placing a ; 
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- 1 1 

number ranging (rom 1 through 9 in the ap- | 

-< 
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propriite spaces to the right [i equating e*cei 
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Rata item No. 10 in terms of minutes necessary 

TO plav game as recorded in ID-minute mere- 

o 

* a z 

r a * 
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z: 
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men is. EXAMPLE: 1! you've found that it takes 

U) 

B * £ 

LJ 

n 

two and a half liours to plav FRANCE 1940, you 

d 

H 3 

3 

Mould give It a GAME LENGTH rslmgi of ,J 15 r fH 
Participate in these reviews only it you are 
familiar with the game in question. 
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] 2 . Mapboard — 
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1 3. Components — 

o 
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| f Ease of Understanding — 
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| 5. Completeness al Rules — 
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| 7, Real ism — ! 
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j fi, Excitement level -— ! 

j 3 , Overall Value - — 

j 10. Game Length — 
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The review sheet may bo cut out, photocopied, 
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! or merely drawn on a separate sheet of paper. 




! Mad It to our 4517 Harford Road address with 


,.plJgg 

CO ^ 

| your contest entry or opponents wanted ad, Mark 

V 

tyr) \4< 

S z 

| such correspondence tp the a(teniion ot the R & 

* 0 Department, 


ct r+ 

w rr 
c& 

-• 

1 Game to be reviewed usit;._—- 



Opponent Wanted 


25c 


1 , Want-ads wall be accepted only when printed on this form ora facsimile and must be accompanied by a 
25 1 token fee. No refunds. 

2, For Sale. Trade, or Warned lo Buy ads will be accepted only when dealing with collector's items (games 
no longer available from AH) and arc accompanied by a SI.Oil token fee. 

3. Insert copy on lines provided (2.5 word maximum ) and print name, address and phnne number on the 
appropriate lines. 

4. PRINT if illegible your ad will not be printed 

5- So that as many ndv can be printed as possible within our limited space we request that you use official 
state abbreviations as well as the game abbreviations listed below: 

Arab Israeli Wars 3 Al W; Afrifca Korps = AK: Alexander = Alex: An/io = An/; Assault on Crete : AGC; 
Battle of the Bulge = BEL Blitzkrieg - Blii/: Caesar's Legions = CL; Caesar - C Alt; ChancdlontYille = Chan 
D-Day 3 DP; Diplomacy = Dip: Franc? 1940 FT 4(h Face to Face - FTF; Gettysburg - Get "64 or ’77: 
Jutland Jut; Kingmaker 3 KM: Kriegspiet - Kricg; Luftwaffe 3 1 W: Midway = Mid: Napoleon Nap, 
Original of WWII * Grig: Pnn/erhlit/ 3 RB: Panzer Leader z PL: Play by Muii z PBM; Richthofen's War = 
RW; 1775; Squad leader 3 SL; Stalingrad 'Grad; Starship Troopers z SST: Tactics |] : Tnc; The 
Russian Campaign = FRC: Third Reich z 3R; T ubrufc z Tub: U-Boat - UB; Victory in the Pacific 3 VII P; 
War at Sea z WAS: Waterloo - Wat: Wooden Ships & Iron Men 3 WSJM. 


NAME. 


.PHONE. 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


.STATE. 


.ZIP. 


CONTEST NUMBER 79 

The game is ARAR-ISRAEL1 WARS, if is the last turn and the Arab 
player must eliminate ALL of the Israeli units pictured to win the game. 
Fortunately, he has three air strikes left, arriving this turn on the hex marked 
by the star (this hex is“V-3 w on board “C”). The STANDARD RULES are in 
effect the three air strikes can attack V-3 or any adjacent hex. with no A A 
lire. The three air strikes are two 21-point “A** attacks and one 40-point “H" 
attack. 

The year is 1973* and units’ effective attacking strengths are affected 
accordingly; all Arab units are considered to be Egyptians (this puzzle has not 
been taken from any of the Situations in the game* so use any of the Arab 
counters as Egyptian). 

There is bad news and good news: you. the Arab player, roll the highest 
number possible on all of your attacks, and the Israeli player rolls the lowest 
numbers possible on every one of his opportunity fire attacks (if any). 
Fortunately* you laid out your attacks so well that despite this you 
successfully eliminate every Israeli unit during your turn! 

To win the contest, just specify each unit's and air strike’s attack and 
position, in the order in which the attacks are executed. Remember, you have 
two 21-point “A” air strikes and one40-poinl rt H" air strike to start things off. 
No ADVANCED RULES; just STANDARD RULES. 


^ nDM(6J2l)^ 

N. 

r J IWM (f.323) 

^ Ibf'ftf j ij 


SUIO0 CS12II 

COM (I.121) 

COM (1.322) 


SU100 (5123) 

. Eii{i(1K2li 





<» * « 6 « « # ^ 







u 


o- 

$ & C* 0" * 


£■ ;v . 




A° 


A *2fir 


*3 


TDM 16332} 


$ 




BTR« (2J2I) 
BTRMI (25221 
BTR60 (25231 


W 


Cent(651 J) 4 

MRI. 14121} , 

I Cent (ft5J2) 

J20rud (0521) 


120mm (0522) 


f Air Strike^: two 21 "A" 
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Attuclting unit: Position; 

Type of attack; 

Targetfs): 














































ISSUE AS AW HOI L: 


am 3 ArEKld 
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.(Ratefrom 1 to 10. with I equating excellent. 10- terrible) 


ADDRESS^ 
CITY__ 














































































































